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Living Within Our Means

NEW YORK, NY, Nov. 16 (PinoyGlobal) - I do not
have to emphasize here how serious isthe economic melt
down happening inthe U.S. The whole world knows
about it and isfeeling the impact ofits disastrous effect. In
factthe economic falloutemanating from this country has
reached distant shores covering Europe, Asia and even
Russia. This is really grim and a far cry from the stable
economy Americausedtoenjoy only afewyearsago. Now
sheisinoneof her mostcritical historiceconomicrecession.
Theonlyway | could make rhyme or rhythm of this chaotic
situation is by way ofanalogy.

limaginedagroupof sixindividualsconfrontedwith
the problemof survival. Betweenthemthey hadsixbananas,
butall six of them had to eatto survive and sothey schemed
amethod of sharing the fruits. 1tso happened, asthere is
always someone in the crowd who takes charge of the
situation, one individual was of astronger will, kind of wise
guy,and more physically fitthanthe others. Sothefiveothers
had no choice butto goalong withthe self-appointed head,
for fear of being brutalized by their more powerful and
smarter friend.

Asthesituation became critical, meaning, subsisting
only onsix bananasthey decidedto share the fruitsamong
themselves. Butthe onewithastronger will gotfive bananas
and ate them leaving one for the other five todivide itamong
themselves. Thiswentonforlong periodsevery time they
harvested six bananas, until 50 years have past and the
sharing wasstill the same, they had one bananatodivide by
the five of them while the smart guy has been eating five
bananaseverytime. Thenthey figured itout that the scheme
was so unfair and something had to be done before their

stronger friend would even get the one they would share
amongthemselves leavingthemtostarve.

Ontheir firstmove they got two bananas, whichwas
animprovementby far fromthe one they had to shareamong
the five of them. Later they wanted three and got that too.
Afterwardsthey went up to four then five with one banana
eachthistime. Inthe endthe wise guy had one bananato eat
like therest.

Themoral lesson lamdrivingathere isaboutthe big
corporationmogulswho caused thismeltdownoftheeconomy
today by exploiting their corporations, the stocks, money
and manipulating the entire economy of the country that has
sunk us to where we are today —in adeep recession. And
itwill take decadesto recover if we recover atall withina
time frame thatwill not be so ruinous to the nation. Whatis
keeping uswithhigh hopesisinthe patriotism of Americans
who never fail tounite intime of national crisis.

This is exactly what is happening with the U.S.
today. Compared toitsrelatively small percentage of the
earth’spopulation, Americauses up ahuge amount of the
world’sresourcesinoil, iron, mineralsand money. However
thisisimpossible to sustain because other countries want
their fair share of earth’s treasurestoo.

The United States is shocked with what happened
with the economy. The Dow Jones is down to 8,000, the
NASDAQ to 1,600, unemployment is high and nobody
buys expensive goods now, which isanother drain onthe
overall economy. People are hoping that with the new US
presidenttaking over in January things will be easier. But
logictellsusthatwe have 10trilliondollarsindebtwhile our
income is only 5 trillion, what does that tell us, that the
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imbalance between these figures could be disastrous to
America. That sums up to a debt ratioof 300%
percent, whichis hardto recover at the rate the economic
meltdown is going. The stock market has not improved.
Everyday the reading isdismal, gloomyand grim.

During the time of Marcos back home, when the
income from the money generating bureaus including our
exportwas so negligible against the national debtand the
ratiowas only about 100%, our people went right away
to the streetsto protestagainst the loans the government
got from the World Bank, which they perceivedastheroot
cause of the country’s economic dislocation and people
suffering hungeranduntold poverty.

With these negative developments transpiring
before our eyes here in America, we should meet the
challenges of the timeswithsobriety and doing whatwe can
to help both the government and ourselves. What | am
driving at is for us to save instead of squandering our
money on unnecessary expenses like drunken sailors
buying goods, things, clothesand carswhenthe needisnot
urgent. Someof us have more thanone carbutstill there
are those among us here, who own two or more cars,
what for, to show off? Maybe they can afford, good

andwell. But is it necessary or is itego getting the best
ofthem, thenthey should drop that nonsense! Thisstupid
pride has to be stopped. Putting up with the Joneses is a
sickness of pride and ego that causes misery inthe end.

Why do we have an attitude of trying to be in
constant competition with thenatives in Americawhen
we shouldbe happy to be here earning something that we
did not make at home? Let us seek for real happiness
that come in desiring simple things and not squandering
money during times of national crisis. Let usnotdesire
for the material things of life but for the spiritual fulfillment
that brings wholesomeand everlasting joy money cannot
buy.#

To our readers, this column is also found at
www.filamimage.com, which is a worldwide medium
that hasbeen inoperation for solong andcountson
alarge following. Pinoy Global is professionally
presented for theeasy reading of patrons. Justclick
onthis Internetaddress—www.filamimage.com - and
all my present and future columnsarethere to delight
you.




