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Joe Mari Mecedaer - Consul General Cecil Rebona.....

Griping With the Community Means Nothing

. her enemies criticize her for doing nothing for Filipinos.. "

NEW YORK, N.Y., Jan. 05 (PinoyGlobal) - I have
been told that lately Consul General Cecile Rebong’s
speeches smack of argumentum ad miserecordiam,
begging forsympathy. It isthe opposite of argumenutum
adhominem, which isresortingto aggressive insultsand
this happens when reason flies out of the window. Often
times ad hominem leads to ad bacculum (violence).

They say Ms. Rebong’s speeches have been
revolving on justonetheme lately, thatherenemiescriticize
her for doing nothing for Filipinosin her domain - the East
Coast. Could itbe she knows her days are numbered with
her job being coterminous with GMA or Secretary
Alberto Romulo her bosswho may have to resign because
hiscorruption case is pending inthe Sandiganbayan?

But if sheisconsistentshe should alsomention that
thecriticismsincludedthe charge thatshe isselectivewiththe
peopleshesocializeswith, and that she demeans her position
by brazenly kowtowingto so-called community leadersand
photo-op maniacs who are obsessed to be pictured with
“celebrities,” publicofficials, politicians, clowns, comedians,
singersand boxers.

While griped about the criticisms she gets her

audience were whispering among themselves— “Tama

New York Philippine Consul General
Cecil Rebong

nganaman, namimili siyasinong papansinin niya, meaning

sheselectsthe people shewouldtalk with (discriminatingon
lowly domestic workers).

Thenonentitieswith colonial mentality lionizing her
gotoany lengthjusttobewith theiridol. They shamelessly

exhibited this asinine penchant in Las Vegas, recently,

2009 PGON Joe Mari Mercader 01 04 09



exhausting the limits of their credit cards justto bask in the
shadow of popular figures presentduring the Pacman-De
La Hoya bout, as if instantly they became public figures
themselves by merely associating with important people.
Although, primarily they all went to Las Vegas, for
Pacquiao, hoping that the fame of Manny would spill on
themaswell.

Vice President Noli De Castro, Speaker
Prospero Nogralesand the retinue of VIPs among them
governors, congressmen and mayors who came with the
team of Pacman, only enjoyed collateral recognition
because they could not eclipse Pacquiao here or in the
Philippines. Curiously, their trip did not increase their
mandate, which should besignificant enoughnotbecause
of joining the rodeo of our boxing icon in Nevada’s
Mecca for gamblers (Las Vegas) to be in the ring with
Pacman onthe magic of the night.

I know of some “bugoys” and drunkards went to
Las Vegas justtohave apicture with Pacquiaoand that is
all right, butnotforthe motive intheir mind that the poor
boy (from General Santos City), turned millionaire in
dollars, will rub off his celebrity status on them, thus
refurbishing their checkered reputation inthe community.
Pacmanisnotamiracle worker who could anointor infect
themwith hisgreatness inthe ring—aprowesssolely his. This
will never happennotforall theteain China.

As expected they came back still withthe stainson
theirnamesand facesand | will not be surprised if one
of them was the one featured in this newspaper a few
months back, as “A Swindler On The Loose.” Hisscam
isenticing prospective gullible partners tojoin his business
ventures ending with him absconding the money and
proceeds of the business.

I agonize to hear that Cecile Rebong described

her criticsasenemies because my criticismsagainstherare

not because | consider her an enemy because | don’t.
Nevertheless | feel alluded to by her remarkssince |
wrote thatshe hasdone nothing for Filipinosindistressin
her turf inthe East Coast. That poor lady who died and
was almost decaying inthe morgue because the Consulate
did nothing to send her corpse to her family back in the
Philippines, was rescued from decomposing only by the
loud outcry of Filipino Americans asking Cecile toactat
once.

Her domain in the Consulate is a mirror of
discrimination and arrogance. Taxpayers are rudely
made to wait indefinitely for their papers eventhough
they paid for them already, while VIPs and friends of
Rebong are ushered inthe board room while their papers
fly fromone table to another signed by consulsand clerks
and handed totheminasilver platter.

This syndrome of arrogance and subservience to
her boss to mind Foreign Affairs Secretary Alberto
Romulowho has shamelessly clung on the apronstrings of
Pres. Gloria  Macapagal-Arroyo even when his
subordinates spiton hisname behind hisback because
heisarrogant, rude and unfair.

Nowwithmorereason hehangs on to her (GMA)
because hiscase for corruption inthe Sandiganbayan filed
by the prestigious Editor’s Guild of the Philippines is
pending. He allegedly, makes a handsome kickback
yearly on laminated passports issued by the Foreign
Affairs Department. Thanksto hispatron saintHollogram
Industries whom he awarded the bidding even though
another company wonthe bidding.

I do not say birds of the same feather flock
together, because Cecile is not“involved” inanomalies
that I know of, buttheyare akintoeach otherintheir cavalier
attitude of looking down their nosesathumble Filipinosin

their respective bailiwick. Thatis justasbad. #



