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Ominous Scheme

..... that Pres. Arroyo is implacably obsessed with power and will

go to extremes to perpetuate as president...."

NEW YORK, N.Y., Feb. 22 (PinoyGlobal) - If the
rumored scenario allegedly being crafted by the First
Gentlemanand former Ambassador Danding Cojuangco
is not a ploy to dispel the suspicion that Pres. Arroyo is
implacably obsessed with power and will go to extremes
to perpetuate as president, then possibly she might yet
stepdownin 2010, tothe great relief of our sick nation.

What isreally holding GMA from respecting
the presidential term limit - that has caused a lot of
speculation, dissention and angstamong constituents-
is the fear of inheriting the pungent fate that befell her
predecessor, Joseph Erap Estrada, who languished
yearsinprison for plunder.

Of course, Erap’s plight isdebatable. Being con-
fined in a paradise-like estate in Tanay, Laguna, with no
serious concept of deprivation except for the presence of
guards, isno prison by any definition. Sowhat istormenting
Gloria that she has to commit more crimes rather than
relinquish presidential powers? Her seeming mortal fear of
being jailed after her term is an unacceptable rationale
because her apparent planwould be abrazen usurpation of
the presidency - on a permanent basis, to boot.

Candidly, 1 would be ecstatic to be in Erap’s
situation forthatis precisely myideaofaperfectretirement:
peace and tranquility withnomonthly house amortizationto
meet, no cellular, electric and gas bills to pay. And inthe
absence of those infernal bills, still have the luxury of being
guardedwhile I dream ofwomeninbikinis, wow I love that.

Butalas, fantasies only existinawidower’s fertile mind.

Under the auspices of that much bruited about
formulaallegedly initiated by the most unlikely bedfellows
(First Gentleman Mike Arroyo and Danding Cojuangco),
the handlers of Senators Chiz Escuderoand Loren Legarda
are mulling over the scheme of launching the senators’
presidential team, while keeping the publicblind to the plot
putting the appearance that they are earnest candidates
againstthe president’stoken candidate. Butthe quid pro
quoisforthe Arroyosto be untouched when shereturnsto
civilianlife. Itgoeswithoutsaying their corporate monopo-
lies will also be immune from government scrutiny and
prosecution for palpableanomalies.

Inplainlanguage, the senators have todiscard their
principles for the accommodation of being financed by
Malacanang that expectedly would exhaust all the sinister
resourcesatitsbeckand call, including using the government
tomakethemwin. Inshortthey mustbe “tutas” (puppiesor
robots) of the High Priestess, Madam Arroyo.

Toacertainextentthe unholy arrangementwould
unmask them (Escuderoand Legarda) as pseudo-champi-
ons of the people asthey portrayed themselves to be when
they would vigorously expose the corrupt Arroyo adminis-
tration. The oppressed citizenry mistakenly regarded their
theatricsasfearless fightagainstwrongdoingsinthe govern-
ment. But this unwholesome arrangement of becoming
Gloria’s penguins in Malacanang after her, speaks in no
uncertaintermsofthe nation’s bankruptcy of sincere leaders
who will really establish a transparent government. That
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illusion has puffed outinsmoke.

Analogously speaking, the First Gentleman and
Danding Cojuangco are wolves in human form for having
practically cornered the basic needs of the masses, towit -
water, electricity and gas, notto mention banks and other
sensitive businesses. That’sthe reasonwhy they desperately
merged forcesto putup the Escudero-Legardatandemto
protecttheirmonopoly of those basic necessitiesthatvictim-
izesthe poor. Itisthe impoverished masses thatare merci-
lessly strangulated by these unscrupulous mogulswho capri-
ciously hike the prices for the basic necessities enumerated
above. If Juande la Cruz still wantsthat kind of cruelty itis
hisfuneral.

If Senators Escuderoand Legardabelieve theyare
the darlings of Juan de la Cruz, then why encourage
Malacanangto underwrite their candidaciesinexchange for
being her marionettesin office? The factalonethatthisisa
tacitconditionsine quanonthey have toagree with, should
tell of GMA’s guilt of running a despicably graft-ridden
government, for how else would she have amassed sucha
huge war chest? That should put them on guard against
becoming unwitting tools of the wicked wiles, machinations
and manipulationsthat have characterized her leadership.

Meanwhile, Sen. Manny Villar Jr.,who isaformi-
dable candidate for president, stood tall amidst the blizzard
of malicious innuendoes and accusations grossly unrelated
with the truth orchestrated by Malacanang. GMA’s people
expected that by harassing him - Manny would be liable to
commitblundersthatwould jeopardize his political career.
But he is unfazed, propelled by the cause of the humble
Filipino. Hisempathy for the poor is born from his modest
beginningsworking inthe marketasahumble hand. By this
token heisthe most credible authentic lover of the masses
who could empathize and resonate withtheir plightaswell as
theiraspirations.

Manny’svirtuesare hisstrongest pointsinhis quest
forthe presidency. He has hisownmoney to spend without
selling his soul to Danding or Mike Arroyo. Villar can
harness honestteammatespreferably Sen. Antonio Trillanes
Jr.whoisalsoamanofunwavering principlesand integrity,
which has endeared him with the masses. Like Villar,
Trillanes is unarguably a sweetheart of the masses. The
electorate seems sober enough to know that the chance to
cleanthe governmentwith anewbroomisnow, andthe two
arethe new hope foracleanand honestgovernment. They
personify - CHANGE!

Therefore,a Villar-Trillanes tandemwould be the
strongest by far. No amount of extravagant hype by their
opponents could undermine the great chances ofa Villar-
Trillanesteam nextyear. Thisisthe teamthatsymbolizesthe
fightof Crusadersagainstinfidels. Rulingoutfrauds, rigging
andthe usual machinationsthat Ms. Arroyoand her cohorts
arewonttoengage in, her political requiemisaudibleeven
now, way ahead of 2010 touchdown.

Therestisnow inthe hands of the electorate - foras
Thomas Jefferson said in the Declaration of Independence:
“Governmentderivesits just powers fromthe consent of the
governed,” which meansonly the people cantruly decide
their own fate and destiny. That power restssolely intheir
conscience.

Itwouldbe plainrationalizationfor our peopletosay
thatthey were helplessagainstthe military and sothey voted
for Arroyo’s puppet successor. This charade is totally
unacceptable. Cory Aquino—afragile housewifeand widow
- carried the torch thatincinerated to ashes Marcos’ dicta-
torship. Rallying behind her, our people daringly defied the
ruthless soldiersand tanks of the late Gen. Fabian Ver,and
won. Why canwe not replicate that same courage and fight
for the fortunes of generations yet to come? Posterity
deservesabetter destiny, which we recklessly squandered
whenwe became pusillanimouswith our individual rights.

We will prevail. We can remove GMA’s graft-
riddenadministrationthrough our ballots. We candothisby
repudiating any presidential candidate of sponsored by
Mike Arroyo and Danding Cojuangco, for they will only
perpetuate tyranny, oppression, corruptionand monopoly
of the basic necessities that strike hard on the poor people.

It would be sheer madness if the two senators
(Escuderoand Legarda) wouldallowthemselvestobe used
by someone sodisgraced by graftand corruptionas Madam
Arroyo.

If corruption inthe government persists with Mike
and Danding breathing onthe necks of Chizand Loren after
GMA exits, Ninoy Aquinowillturnin hisgrave and parody
Patrick Henry, “Give my people liberty or give them death,
justspare them from Escuderoand Legarda!”

Itis however, our firm belief, based on the track
record of Sen. Manny Villar, that he would be agood and
humane president, and one who canclean up the government
of scoundrelsand scalawags.#



