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By Perry Diaz
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The Czarina and the Priest

".... A battle royal is looming in the land of Cong Dadong Macapagal between
his daughter, President -- and anti-drug “Czarina” -- Gloria Macapagal Arroyo
and Gov. Fr. Ed Panlilio of Pampanga...."

SACRAMENTO, CALIF. Feb. 23 (PinoyGlobal) - A
battle royal is looming in the land of Cong Dadong
Macapagal between his daughter, President -- and anti-
drug “Czarina” -- Gloria Macapagal Arroyo and Gov. Fr.
Ed Panlilio of Pampanga. With all the government and
political resources at her disposal, the Czarina has come
down furiously at the priest-turned-governor through a
seriesof Machiavellian strategies. Butthe priestisfighting
back like David did to the mighty Goliath.

Itall started when Panlilioand other governorswere
invited to a breakfast meeting at the Malacanang Palace in
October 2007. During the meeting, a presidential aide
handed brown envelopesto the guests withoutany explana-
tion. The brown envelope that Panlilio received contained
P500,000. After afew days-- not knowing what the money
was for -- Panlilio went public and disclosed the money
which he believedwasabribe. Ataboutthe sametime, itwas
revealed inthe news thatbrown bags were also distributed
toabout 190 congressmenwho attended a separate meeting
with Gloriain Malacanang. Atthattime, animpeachment
resolution against Arroyo was pending in the House of
Representatives. Soon after the meetings, the impeachment
resolution was overwhelmingly rejected by the House of
Representatives.

Panlilio’sexpose’ of the bribery was tantamount to
adeclaration of waragainstthe Arroyo regime. Pretty soon,

Pampanga’svice governor, provincial board members, and
allthe municipal mayors ganged up onPanlilioand openly
opposed himoneverything he did or wanted todo including
eradicating juetengand corruption.

Pampanga is known as the “Vatican of Jueteng”
because the reputed Jueteng King of Central Luzon is
believedtobeatown mateand “kumpadre” of Gloria. With
the influence of “jueteng power” over the peopleand political
establishmentin Pampanga, any attemptby Panliliotostop
the jueteng operationswould likely fail. However, something
goodinagrand scale could be achieved inthe process.

Unfazed by the resistance, Panlilio persisted and
held hispolitical enemiesatbay. Lastyear, people believed
to be associated with Lilia Pineda-- one of two candidates
that Panlilio defeated inthe gubernatorial electionin2007 -
-launched arecall petitionagainst Panlilio. Some people
questioned if Gloria’sson, Congressman Mikey Arroyo,
hadahand ininitiating the recall move.

Therecall was stalled momentarily whenthe Com-
missionon Elections (COMELEC) didn’thave the fundsto
spend for the recall election. Butinan unusual move, the
Arroyo-controlled House of Representatives hastily ap-
provedabudget of P50 million specifically for the Panlilio
recallelection. Clearly, the Arroyo administrationwas hell-
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bentinremoving Panlilio from office. However, thereisa
smallwindow of opportunity for Panliliotoescapetherecall.
Ifthe COMELEC failstoconductthe recall election by April
thisyear, thenPanlilio could complete histhree-year term of
office.

The Arroyo-Panliliowar came outinthe openwhen
Panlilioaccused Gloriaand Mikey of “coddling” the jueteng
protectorsin Pampanga. But Gloriachallenged Panlilioto
“show proof that the President allows jueteng lords to
operate freely inhis province.” This “show proof” counter-
offense has alwaysworked for Gloria.

Panliliowanted to replace Senior Superintendent
Keith Ernald Singianas PampangaProvincial Director. He
accused Singianas one of the protectors of jueteng opera-
tionsin Pampanga. Healsoclaimed that Mikey together with
SanFernando Police Chief Superintendent Benjamin Medina
andacertain Fr. Jun Mercado had been protecting Singian
from being removed from his position.

Atonetime, Singiandeclared that jueteng did not
existin Pampanga. He could betechnically correct because
jueteng, which isillegal, has morphed into “Small Town
Lottery” (STL),whichislegal. Juetengand STL are basically
the same. It’s interesting to note thatthe STL operatorsare
the same people who operated the illegal jueteng operations.

Panlilio had repeatedly complained -- he said 18
times -- to National Police Chief Director General Jesus
Verzosathatjuetengwasstill rampantinPampangaand that
Singian had been protecting the jueteng (aka STL) opera-
tors. Under constant pressure fromPanlilio, Verzosafinally
accededanddirected the regional police director toreplace
Singian. Senior Superintendent Gil Lebin, Jr. wasappointed
toreplace Singian.

After Lebintook over, he was interviewed by the
press and was asked how he would deal with jueteng? His

response was: “Doesitexisthere?” Whoa! Is Lebinaclone
of Singian? Panlilio commented that “Lebin was recom-
mended by the Pampanga Mayors’ League, whoischaired
by the son ofthe alleged jueteng lord in Pampanga.”

The high-profile tug-o-war between Panlilio and
Gloria--andhersurrogates-- hasattracted alot of attention
inthe countryaswellasabroad. Sadtosay, itiscontributing
to Gloria’s bad image abroad. It’s no wonder that US
President Barack Obama had avoided Gloriathree times
when she chased himaroundinthe US.

Recently, Panlilio stated that he would run for President if
God willed it. His base of support is growing fast in the
country aswell as in the Filipino global community. But
should he decide not to run in 2010, he could become a
strong catalystfor““change” and would be effective inhelping
tobringdownthe corruptruling party.

Almostacentury ago, the powerful Romanovs of
the Russianempire were deposed inabloody revolution.
The weakling Czar Nicolas Il and his strong-willed wife
Czarina Alexandrawere oblivious of the suffering of the
Russian people. Protected by the military led by corrupt
generals, the royal family lived in pompous splendor while
the people lived inabject poverty and hunger. And behind
the Czarina was a mad monk. His name was Gregory
Rasputin. He ill-advised the Czarina who virtually held
power inrunning the corruptczaristregime. Intheend, the
evil Rasputinwas one of the causes -- perhaps the catalyst
--ofthe Romanovs’ downfall in 1917.

Inthe case of Czarina Gloria Macapagal Arroyo,
another holy man --the good priest Among Ed Panlilio --
couldplayapivotal roleinthe 2010election, anelectionthat
couldeventually bring “change” tothe country. Indeed, it
couldbea“change” thatwill bring forth -- albeit belatedly -
- the true spirit and meaning of the unfinished “People
Power” revolution of 1986. #



