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If To Do Were As Easy As To Know

""Reality hasnothit its mark with

numb skulls aspiring for public

office, because a bulging host of movie superstars, TV personalities,
comedians and stage performers are joining the marathon in next

year’selection. They refuse to accept

that more than skin-deep beauty,

brains and integrity are the paramount qualifications for a public
trust, if good government is our objective."

NEW YORK, N.Y., March 12 (PinoyGlobal) - The
Bard of Avon, William Shakespeare, rhetorically stated
centuries ago, “If to do were as easy as to know....”.
Indeed, hisclassic wordswould make awell of difference
if aspiring politicians knew that their incongruity to the
government positionthey seek excelstheir capricious de-
sire. For sure, things would definitely be much brighter.
People would be relieved to elect only the creme de la
creme academes, not any of the certifiable wallflowers
raring to jointhe marathon inthe election nextyear.

JuandelaCruzwould spare himself the burden of
a huge budget for salariesand emoluments, let alone
fat pork barrels wasted on elected misfits to Congress.
And, of course, the gargantuan discretionary funds ear-
marked for the president’s office.

Unfortunately thisiswishful thinking. Reality has
nothit its mark with numb skullsaspiring for public
office, because a bulging host of movie superstars, TV
personalities, comediansand stage performersare joining
the marathonin nextyear’selection. They refuse toaccept
thatmore than skin-deep beauty, brainsand integrity are the
paramountqualificationsforapublictrust, ifgood govern-
mentisour objective. These elementstranscend the super-
ficial asset of glamour. I stress on integrity because it is
common knowledge that politicianswhoare elected almost
immediately become super millionaires for reasons too
obvioustobelabor here. Thissyndrome has culminated into
anepidemicbecause newly elected officials readily divorce

theiridealism.

Evidently, Shakespeare’swise quip runsafoul with
the vagaries of our politics because any fool can run for
public officeinour crestfallen motherland. His deep insight
hasnotregistered withsilverscreenidolsmarriedtotheidea
ofrunningnextyear.

To reiterate, movie icons are pandering to be
elected, indicating thatthey are notanemic oftheambitionto
jointheranksof public functionaries. If we hear right, even
TV hostKris Aquino wantsto be vice president. Dolphy, the
famous comedian-actor, whoisvirtually wiltedwitholdage,
hasalso caughtthevirusandisdead setonrunning for Idon’t
knowwhat position.

This plague seizing people in the movie world
should be inspiring ifthey only had the brains on top of the
ability to parrotwhatthe director briefs thembefore filming.
Justpicture ascene where Noli de Castro is presidentand
Kris Aquinovice president. Wherewill the country be bound
forwiththem steering the ship of state? With hisEnglish, how
will Noli communicate with the heads of state abroad - by
crying, or dancing the Tinikling? Or mumbling, “Well,
ummm” - the way Pacquiao answers ring commentators
afterafight?

Will Kris Aquino use the emblematic Filipino
terno? Orthe backlessdresses she usesontelevision, which
will surely scandalize foreign visitorstothevice president’s
office, notto mention our born-again Pharisees.

What about Dolphy, the Pork Chops,
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Katchopoy, my good friend Pat Salemand the horde of
funny guyswho by atwist of fate might join Lito Lapidand
Ramon“Bong” RevillaJr.inthe Senate? Whatkind of laws
willthey propose, assuming that they will ever sponsor one
or two in their six-year term? Based on Lito and Bong’s
performanceswe cannotexpect much fromcomedian sena-
tors, unlesstheywill providethe lightveinand joke theirway
toafullterm.

I am just tryingto pointoutthat things can go
from the sublime to the ridiculous if the penchant of our
people is notreined in before a community of dumb
dodos - movie, TV and stage personalities - invade the
governmentviathe revolving door of the electoral process.
The prospect of becoming rich in office could be the real
motivation behind the sudden obsession seizing glamour
world icons today. The sad part is that we cannot even
blame them because the electorate supportsthemto the hilt
outoffancy.

VilmaSantosisthe bestexample. The diminutive
movie superstar scaled political heights at the city and
provincial levels based on sheer glamour. Now she is
governor of Batangas after several termsas mayor of
Lipa. What she did as mayor to deserve the promotion, |
am not privy to. Ask her constituents. It seems she too is
obsessed toshoottothenational level,as she isalso ogling
thevice presidency.

Whichremindsme. Last week | wrotethatitis
onethingtoaspireto “serve” the country, and another to be
equal to the challenge. The question is — are those with
inordinateambitiontobe inthe political limelightendowed
withthe skill to lead our beleaguered peopleor formulate
laws thatwill cure the country’s sick economy that has
bedeviledthe nation forso longalready?

Can the likes of Noli de Castro, Kris Aquino,
VilmaSantosandtheirilkimmobilizeriffrafflike the ruthless
Abu Sayyafbandits who ruined our tourism industry with
theirspate of kidnappingsthatmainlytargettourists? Can
they deal with terrorists who have mercilessly beheaded
hostagesto intimidate the nationand make the government
yieldto their onerous demands of ransom, which include
colossal money demands?

These vicious criminals have staked on our shores
the macabre announcementthatthe Philippinesisadanger-
oustouristdestination, thereby biting offachunk of our dollar
revenues. Is it really consistentwith reality to believe that
aglamorousactress could tame the communists, who boast
ofeventually “liberating” the country from corrupt dema-
goguesat the helmof government? Or canaglamour girl
who by accidentbecomes presidentannihilate the perma-
nentcrime wave that has demonized Juande laCruz’slife

since the dawn of Filipino self-government some 60 years
ago?

The idiot Abu Sayyafs presumptuously assume
that th e barbaric butcheries they commit will cower the
government. Andjudging from GMA’sweak leadership, as
evinced in the full pardon she gave Erap and the soldiers
who murdered Ninoy Aquino, there may be some
justification to that claim. That she also offered the olive
branch ofreconciliationwith former presidents Cory Aquino
and Joseph Estrada- for | know notwhat reasons, because
nobody knew she was feuding with the two - adds to the
fearthat her leadershipistimid.

Her magnanimous gesture of giving Estrada full
pardon could have eradicated whatever animosity there was
between them, thus easing whatever secretapprehensions
shehad of himretaliating for usurping his office viaEdsaDos
nineyearsago. Againstthisbackdrop, by and large, the olive
branchwasasuperfluity and uncalled for.

I donotdoubtthatabulging group oftheactorsand
actresseswantto be inthe lucrative profession of politics.
They mighteven be good people with the best intention of
savingthe nationfromvenal bureaucrats. The nagging20issue,
however, is whether they are equal to the task. Being a
public official isaquantum leap for someone who merely
parrots script lines. Hosting a TV show that caters to the
commonmanisnotasstressful asbeing vice presidentof the
Philippines.

Do Kiris, or Vilmafor that matter, really have what
ittakes to be vice president? Remember that beauty and
fame are not the criteria for as high a public office as the
presidency or vice presidency. The anomaly of electing
nincompoops or dumb dodos before does not mean our
people should institutionalize thismadness. Aristotle said,
“Eventhe gods cannot change history.” Butnow we can
reverse that antiquated concept under our democratic
form of government. We could, for instance, vote for the
most qualified menand women of integrity and wisdom,
especially those with high moral values unblemished by
scandals.

Levityaside, thismaniaafflicting beautiful people
from the silver screen is bound to usher in a new era of
moronicofficialscrowding governmentofficesincluding the
Senateand Lower House. If this trend persistsofelecting
mediocre people the nation is doomed. Kaput! | just
cannothelpthinking thatugly butintelligentguyswho could
iron the tumultuous existence of our country will have to
commitsuicide, because they have no chance towinagainst
movie starsturned politicians.

Indeed, a clairvoyant Shakespeare must have had
the Philippines in mind, and lamented for our people’s
plight! #



