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By Perry Diaz

Sacramento, California

Chip Tsao’s Cheap Shot: A Wake-up Call

SACRAMENTO, CALIF., April 08 (PinoyGlobal) -
Chip Tsao, a Hong Kong-based author and columnist,
stirred a hornet’s nest in his recent article, “The War at
Home.” Tsao said, “Manilahas just claimed sovereignty
over the scattered rocks in the South China Sea called the
Spratly Islands, complete with a blatant threat from its
congressto send gunboats to the South China Seato defend
theislandsfrom Chinaifnecessary. Thisisbeyondreproach.
The reason: there are more than 130,000 Filipina maids
working as $3,580-a-month cheap laborinHong Kong. As
a nation of servants, you don’t flex your muscles at your
master, fromwhomyou earn mostof your breadand butter.”

Tsaofurthersaid, “I summoned Louisa, my domestic
assistantwho holdsadegree ininternational politicsfromthe
University of Manila, hungamap onthewall, and gave her
a harsh lecture. I sternly warned her that if she wants her
wages increased nextyear, she had better tell every one of
her compatriotsin Statue Square on Sunday that the entirety
of the Spratly Islands belongsto China.”

Addinginsulttoaninjury, Tsaosaid, “Grimly, I told
herthatifwar breaks out betweenthe Philippinesand China,
I would have to end heremployment and send her straight
home, because | would not risk the crime of treason for
sponsoring an enemy of the state by paying her towash my
toilet and clean my windows 16 hours a day. With that
money, she would pay taxes to her government, and they
would fundanavyto invade our motherland and deeply hurt
myfeelings.”

Andrubbingsalttotheinjury, Tsaosaid, “Ohyes.
Thegovernmentofthe Philippineswould certainly be wrong
ifthey think we Chineseare prepared to swallowtheir insult
andsitbackand lose a Falkland Islands War in the Far East.
They may have Barack Obamaand the hawkish American
military behind them, but we have ahostage ineach of our
homesinthe Mid-Levelsor higher. Some of my friendstold
methey havealready declaredastate of emergency athome.
Their maids have been made to shout ‘China, Madam/Sir’
loudly whenever they hear the word “Spratly.” They say the
indoctrination isworking aswonderfully aswhenwe usedto
shout, “‘Long live ChairmanMao!” atthe sightofaportrait of
our Great Leader during the Cultural Revolution. I’m not
sureifthat’sgoingabittoo far, at least for the time being.”

Tsao’sacerbiccommentary spread likeavirusin
cyberspace. Bloggers hithimback with unprintable insults.
After a couple of days of incessant attacks against Tsao,
Tsao went to the Philippine Consulate General in Hong
Kong and met face to face with representatives from the
Filipinocommunity. Heconveyedhis“mostsincere” apologies
tothe Filipino people. He said that he realized that he had
“crossedthe line” and was “terribly sorry.” After making his
statement, he stood up and bowed deferentially before the
audience.

Aswesay, “all’swellthatendswell,” butisitreally
the end? For Tsao, it was. But as | see it, it’s just the
beginning. It’sawake-up call for Filipinos. Although Tsao’s
actwasacheapshotatFilipinos, hedidn’trealize thathe had
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unwittingly raisedanissuewhich Filipinoshave conveniently
ignored inthe past; that is, there isan increasing number of
Filipinoswhoare goingabroad towork asdomesticworkers
oras Tsaosaid, “servants.”

In August 2006, President GloriaMacapagal Arroyo
proclaimed, “Wewill be sending ‘super maids’,” whenshe
announced the launching of a new training program for
Filipino domestic workers. Today, out of approximately
3,500 Filipinos leaving each day for overseas jobs, about
70% are domestic workers. A few years ago, there were
only 40,000 Filipino domestic workers in Hong Kong.
Today, thereare 130,000. Andit’s probably inthis context
that Tsao used the pejorative term, “nation of servants.”

InEurope, particularly England, aservantiscalled
“Filipina.” Isitmoreacceptable foran Englishmanto call his
maid, a “Filipina,” than a Chinese manto call hismaid, a
“servant™?

But let’s not even deal with that because the real
issue hereisthatthe Philippine governmentisinthe business
of exportingdomesticworkers. Today, outofthe 8.7 million
Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWSs), a large number is
employed asdomestic workers.

With the government’s main thrust of exporting
OFWs, the needto create jobsathome hasdiminishedinthe
overall scheme of things. The more OFWs were to be
deployed overseas, the better the economy would be for the
simple reason that OFW remittances— $16 billionin 2008
— has been fueling the economy. With 75% of the Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) generated from personal
consumption spending, theeconomy is virtually dependent
on OFW remittances.

Aslongas OFW deploymentremainsonanupward
trajectory, consumer spending would continue toincrease,
thus keeping the economy onthe “growth path.” However,
if OFW deploymentdeclined, theremittanceswoulddecrease
andthe economywouldrevulse.

Accordingtoa“worse case” scenario analysis by
Citibank, OFW remittances could dropto $11.4 billionthis
year whichwould cause the GDPtodropto 2.5% from last
year’s4.5%. However, the International Monetary Fund
was more pessimisticinits GDP prediction: 2.25% in 2009.
Eitherway, the economic outlook for 2009 looks bad.

Thequestionis: Howwill the Arroyoadministration
copewithapotentially disastrous economic forecast? Chip
Tsao’scheapshotmay have insulted Filipinos butitalsosent
awarningtoPresident Arroyothatherapproachtoeconomic
growthisnotonly risky, itisdehumanizing to the Filipino
people who are systematically being trafficked to foreign
land ascommaodities.

ThePhilippines hasagood educational system —
one of the bestin Asia—which produces professionalsin
the fields of medicine, health care, engineering, education,
business, science and technology. But due to lack of job
opportunities at home, a lot of the country’s new college
graduatesare forced to leave —out of necessity —to seek
abetter life abroad. Andthe sad partis that they’re taking
jobswhichare notwhatthey were educated or trained for.

Asaresult, familiesare breaking apart with their
young children left behind so the parents could take jobs
abroad in order to feed them. And if President Arroyo
doesn’ttakeactiontoreversethistrend, the Philippineswill
indeed become a “nation of servants.”



