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Fair Advice To Would Be Writer

""Here is my brotherly advice to applicants. If your goal is to serve our countrymen never aspire
for popularity - that would be the wrong reason. Embark instead on a crusade against abuses
in the government, or fight to dismantle the political dynasties proliferating in many provinces
that make a mockery of clean elections. Better yet, if you have a good mind for economics then
write about how to solve our chronic financial crisis that has plagued our impoverished people

for so long."

NEW YORK, NY, April 08 (PinoyGlobal) - My
publisher has requested me to screen applications to our
paper from prospective columnists becausethe pileisrising
highalready. Goingoverthem, I have noticedthatthey only
wanttobe inthe limelightwith Filipino Timesand, of course,
www.filtimesonline.com and Global Pinoy Online
(www.filamimage.com). These are my column’s Internet
online editions, whichare very well read. The nobility of
writingto inform Filipino-Americansontheactual situation
obtaining inthe motherlandisrelegated tothe backseatinthe
applicants’ files. Their ego is the center stage of their
intentions. Filipino Timesand Global Pinoy Onlinedislike
ego-trippingwriters. Sol haverejectedall applicationsthus
far.

Here ismy brotherly advice toapplicants. Ifyour
goal isto serve our countrymennever aspire for popularity
- that would be the wrong reason. Embark instead on a
crusade against abuses in the government, or fight to
dismantlethe political dynastiesproliferatinginmany provinces
that make amockery of clean elections. Better yet, if you
have agood mind for economics thenwrite about howto
solve our chronic financial crisis that has plagued our
impoverished people forsolong.

Praise only the good, notthe evil perpetrated by so-
called leaderswhose badge of distinction istheir ill-gotten
wealthand power through the muzzle ofagun. Ifyouhave

tocriticize the same people again, see to itthat you are not
repeating the sameissue/s. Use another subjectinwhichthey
have failed our people. Always adhere to the canons of
responsible journalism,and be stoically uncompromising.

Bearinmindthatnowadayscriticsofthe government
are belittled as modern day Don Quixotes who are fighting
windmills. Readers can be fickle, you know. Take itfrom
battle-scarred political journalistsand columnists. For one
thing nobody will massage your ego, definitely notthe people
ingeneral. Publicopinionistooambivalenttoberelied upon
for encouragement. Only your great love of country can
motivate you. Inamanner of speaking, oursisunrequited
love.

The balm to this lonesome trail is to imbibe the
wisdom of moment-to-momentlovers, whorationalize their
short-lived Byzantine affair inthese delicious lines, “It’snot
how long the winter, it’s nothowwide the sky, it’s justhow
sweet the time between helloand goodbye.” Embrace your
passion to serve the nation, with no ulterior motive in
between, and your bliss will carry you through turbulent
times.

Do notbe afraidto use bigwords. If people do not
read you because they cannot understand the words you
use, don’tletitbotheryou, there will still be legionsreading
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you. Millionsread heavier stuff like Time Magazine, the New
York Times, the Wall Street Journal, and ahost of magazines,
greatbooks, etc. They also surf the Internetand the blogs,
some of whichare loaded with highfalutin semanticsandare
kilometric, too. Most of the newspaper readers are very
intelligentand many of them are professionals. Those who
are “no-read, no-write” do not read you anyway, sowhat’s
the problem?

Atruewriter never sacrifices clarity for brevity. If
you believe you canabbreviate your message, youare right
- and you can stop with the title for it conveys everything
being the gistofthe column. Butthenwe have toemphasize
certainpointsand that’swhenthe detailscomein. Henceit’s
hardtotruncatethearticle. Those who cannotread will have
the same problemeven if you use the Englishand grammar
of PepeandPilaror Jackand Jill. They should notdiscourage
or stymieyour style. Justwrite with convictionso long as
your objective isnotto impress.

We inthe mediaknow the nation may be proud of
you today. But tomorrow it can drop you as a detestable
vagabond ifatissue of liesaboutyou picks upmomentumin
the cabal of gossipmongers. Our infernal colonial mentality
makes you unpopular when you pit yourself against
governmentofficials. Notwithstanding theirabusesand blatant
corruption, many people will still lionize and defend the
scalawagswith official trappings. Thisisbecause the public
isawed with menandwomen in power and high society.

Theironyofitisthattheyarereally aloud minority.
Themajority actually roots foryouinsilence. Butthat’s just
thecruxofthe matter. They keeptheirsympathytothemselves
atthe verytimethatyou crucially need moral backing against
scoundrelsfor hirewho relentlessly condemnyou.

Needlesstostressthatweare plagued by the culture
of money and power, which dates back to our colonial days
when Dons were lords because they were moneyed
hacienderos. Marcos and those after him exacerbated this
syndrome, wallowing inacesspool. Pres. Arroyoand herilk
magnifiedandinstitutionalizedtheillegal acquisitionofwealth
multifold, viafull-scale corruption.

Onlywhenyour cause triumphsare people euphoric
for you because in their perception you have gained the

upper hand. But even that could be short-lived. As I said
earlier, ifthey think you’ve made evenaminor indiscretion
youwill be back inthe dustbin or trashcan. Thus eventhe
scum of humanity looksdownonacritic. Butifyouare not
afterbloating yourego, donotbe disturbed. Continue until
the Walls of Jericho crumble down. Being unpopular isthe
price of taking the cudgels for the people. Butit’sworthwhile
ifyouvaluetheir cause.

My detractors accuse me of being a horse with
blindersagainst Madam Arroyo. Butthey do notadmitthat
nobody writesagainst her quasi-military government that
tramples on individual rights and mocks at the common
man’sdignity! The budgettomaligncritics, hypeslogansand
spread rancid propagandaaboutthe president’sillusionary
accomplishmentsissoawesomethatitcouldaffordtobribe
every single newspaper publicationand writers willing to
prostitute the soul of journalism. Whichremindsme of Kahlil
Gibran’s “Ask not what your country can do for you, ask
whatyou cando foryour country,” whichwas cogently used
by Pres. Kennedy. Indeed, if not me, who and if not now,
when will anybody expose the excesses of the Arroyo
governance?

Most people can be bought, that is why nothing
seems impossible to her majesty. Especially because some
wayward members of the fourth estate do nothave the moral
fibertoresistherenormous dole-outs - with due respect to
the noble ones who doggedly carry the torch of press
freedom despite the horrendousthreats, enticing bribesand
risk of false criminal libel charges. Notto mention the danger
ofassassination.

Ifever lamstillarounditisbecause laminthecitadel
of freedom (America) thatunqualifiedly protectsthe right of
anybody toexpress hisexposeswithoutfear of reprisal. The
entire US government zealously protects those freedoms
and lamunder thisorbit (shield). Without my God-given
rightto freely voice my convictions I would rather be deaf,
muteand blind.

Toourapplicants: youmay joinussolongasyou
adheretothe canonsof journalismthatguide our objectives.
Forgetinflating yourego. Only then may we consider you for
our bandwagon.



