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Taxation Without Representation Is Tyranny

"The flaw of our puny democracy is that the super-rich buys the elections by overspending in
the campaign with impunity. The second group, are scions of political dynasties who literally
inherit their public offices via farcical elections (lutong Macao). The third batch, are the novice

politicians composed of dumbbells from the movie world. *

NEW YORK, NY, April 21 (PinoyGlobal) - Since
comedians, actors and actresses burst into the political
landscape of the country, the nation’s destiny became
bleak. The bottom line is that our people are to blame for
being taxed without proper representation. Thisisbecause
they elect nitwits who invariably end up aswallflowersin
both Houses of Congress. Fascinated with their glamour,
voterselectsuperstars without giving weightto qualifica-
tions. They mayalsohave inmindthatifthe lateactor Ronald
Reagan became one of America’s greatest presidents, so
could any of our movie matinee idols they are enamored
with.

Unfortunately, not all actors are like President
Reagan whose greatness cannot be duplicated inthe fore-
seeablefuture, evenin America, least ofall the Philippines.
Erapisalsoanactor, buthisbrief presidential stintwas way
outofReagan’sleagueand noone of the visible presidential
hopefulshasshownanysign of great possibilities, much less
amongsilver screensuperstars. They justdo notbelongto
Reagan’sclass.

Ourvotersare inthe habit of electing high school
dropouts even for president. Contrariwise, in the era of
illustrious political leaders like Quezon, Roxas, Garciaand
the othersof their caliber, ordinary citizens were awed with
the responsibilitiesofapublicofficetoeventhink of running
let alone for president. Gone are those days. Marcos
himself was one of the most intellectually prepared for the
task but for his iron-fisted rule and wanton corruption.
Those that followed were not well done for the job, hence
half-baked, inamanner of speaking.

The legendary figures I mentioned above symbol-
ized the dynamic leadership inour history. The few, whose
peccadilloesmadethemvulnerabletovicious verbal attacks
were better by far than the dumb ox elected by people
nowadays.

Demaocracy operates onthe principle ofequal rep-
resentation inthe government. We send menandwomento
Congressto express the ideals, desires and sentiments of
constituentsinthe laws they make. Onthe other hand, the
chiefexecutive isexpectedtosteer the nationoutof troubled
waters. Inturn citizens pay taxes. Butifthose representing
them in Congress just clown around, idle time away - pa
charming withtheir Engalog jargon (English-Tagalog), or
and junketabroad ontaxpayers’ money, the smooth flow of
government is undermined. With their antic people are
literally leftwithout representationinthe legislature, validat-
ing inthe processthe expression - “Taxation withoutrepre-
sentationistyranny.”

Withthatinmind, can people really say the kenkoys
(comedians)andsilverscreenidolstheyelectare dedicated,
energeticand honest national leaders? Most if notall of our
representativesto Congress including the president, have
their selfish-political agendasto pursue with nothing in it for
the general welfare seen in their rear view mirrors. For
example, where are the panaceas for the multifarious crises
buffeting the nation? Do our laws avert the economy from
falling into chaos when they are busy attending to their
respective vested interests? Despite administration propa-
gandaoflies, thateverythingisrosy, the stark reality20is that
poverty continues to choke the common man.
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AvreFilipinoshopelessmasochistsallowingtobeled
by pathetic lamebrains? Theelectorates’ collective stupidity
is a bitter pill to swallow but we do, why? Since the late
Rogelio de laRosabecame the firstactor elected senator,
the momentum of his colleaguesinthesilverscreenaspiring
forelective positionsaccelerated toalarming numbers. This
hasannoyed civic-minded citizenscraving for publicofficials
who canextenuate the suffering ofthe masseswho have been
demonized by adversitiesand chronic financial problems.

In fairness to Rogelio, he did his level best as a
senator aside from carrying hisdemeanor with dignity inthe
Senate. Asambassador to Cambodiahe did quite well and
was loved inthe diplomatic corps. In contrast the glamour
boys20and girlsin politicstoday are detestably abrasive,
cocky, corrupt and of course, shallow. What else did we
expectfrom clownsinthe firstplace?

The flaw of our puny democracy is that the super-
richbuystheelectionsby overspending inthe campaignwith
impunity. The secondgroup, arescionsof political dynasties
who literally inherittheir public offices viafarcical elections
(lutong Macao). The third batch, are the novice politicians
composed of dumbbells from the movie world.

Theactorsand actressesthat followed De LaRosa
leave a lot to be desired. Senators Bong Revillaand Lito
LapidneednanniestocoachtheminEnglishifandwhenthey
muster the audacity to stand up in the floor of the Senate.
Compounding matters, Dolphy will complete the combo of
jokers by joining them in the Senate. If they can be in
Congress it stands to reason many beautiful people with
empty coconutshells couldalso be elected in 2010.

Imagine them debating with the likes of Senators
Miriam Santiago, Manny Villar Jr., Mar Roxas, and the
other Senate luminaries, why, the scene would be for
Ripley’s Believe It Or Not. It will be the most laughable
impromptu sitcom for the gallery. Figure itout if Pacquiao
becomes a senator and debates with Lito Lapid or Bong
Revilla, the barking of dogs will be more coherent. More
importantly whatwill happento Englishgrammarand logic?
Ifthey were with ustoday, Shakespeare and Aristotle would

beg to be hanged just not to witness the massacre of the
Englishlanguage.

Theywould be better off doing the stuntsthey are
good atof shooting while flyinginmidairasLitodoesinthe
movies, or Bong jumping from the window of abahay kubo
shooting histargetsaccurately betweentheeyesinhisaction
pictures, and Pacman living up to his moniker as
“Mexicutioner” singingwhile slugging a Mexican boxer to
sleepinthecanvas. Theirdebate will providearespite forthe
suffering people.

These movie iconsand ring legend making aspec-
tacle of themselves - will be the bestargument to hurriedly
amendthe Constitution. Itshouldincludeaprovisionbanning
clowns, boxersand beautiful people whoare high school
dropouts, fromrunning for public office. Civil rightstoo have
tobeabolishedtojustify the ban. Thisisof course going from
the sublimetothe ludicrous.

Y ouheard Manny Pacquiaoexchange Englishwords
with seasoned American boxing commentators after his
victoriousfights. | couldalmostswear he leftthem confused:
figuringoutifanew language hasbeenevolvedtounite the
world, invented by Pacman. Sadto say, because of the daily
flatteries of politicians and psycophats, he now believes he
ismulti-talented. Forexample,among other abilities, healso
thinksheisagreatsinger, actor, diplomatontop ofbeinga
world boxing legend, which heis,andaherotoall of us.

Additionally, he can do a better job asadiplomat
with hischarismaintheworld, than Foreign Affairs Secretary
Alberto Romulo. Berting isvery much affected by preju-
dices, typical of those afflicted with the arrogance of power.
Besides, Pacman isan authentic millionaire and does not
have to be corrupt — unlike Romulo who is preoccupied
answering corruption chargesinthe Sandiganbayan.

Fromthe foregoing the electorate can now rectify
theanomalous predicamentinwhichthe nation is caught -
with clownsand empty coconutshellsthat they installedin
publicoffice. Come 2010 people shouldrevisetheir criterion
whomto elect based on reason not fancy.



