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By Perry Diaz

Sacramento, California

Survival Of The Cheatest

SACRAMENTO, CALIF., May 11 (PinoyGlobal) -
WithPresident GloriaMacapagal Arroyo’sapproval ratings
plummeting like balls of fire into the Pacific Ocean, presiden-
tial wannabesare sprinting to the starting line of the 2010
presidential derby. Assuming that Gloria is not going to
declare martial law -- whichalot of people say she might -
-it’sgoingto beroughandtumble politicsinacrowdedfield.

Election cheating hasbeenaroundsince the Philip-
pinesadapted the democratic system of government after
gaining independence from Uncle Sam in 1946. In my
column, “It’s “‘Open Season’ Again” (January 26, 2007), |
said: “l remember in the 1950’s, the term “flying voter’
becamethe buzzword during elections. A “flying voter’ isa
personwho hasthe ability to ‘fly’ -- like abird -- from one
precinct to another to vote for the same candidate; thus,
giving the candidate anumerical edge over hisopponent.
Mathematically, whoever hasthe most “flying voters’ would
have abetter chance of winning.”

Insome instances, candidates provide some sort of
“home service,” thatis, they would send someone to your
house and have you fill out the ballot in favor of their
candidates. Insome cases, ballot boxes were hijacked and
replaced withballotboxes containing ballots favoring certain
candidates. And inother cases, particularly inremote bar-
rios, armed goonswere used to intimidate the votersto vote
fortheir candidates. Itwas notuncommon for a precinctto
show 100% vote for a certain candidate. Another method
usedwas vote-buying. The poorwere always fairgame. The
three G’s--guns, goonsand gold -- were the most effective
way towinanelection. Assomeone oncesaid, “Therewere

nolosersinanelection, only the winnersandthose whowere
cheated.”

Afterthe People Power Revolution of 1986, anew
system of election cheating evolved. Knownas “dagdag-
bawas” -- add and subtract-- itinvolves acunning method
of tallying the votes by adding a number of votes to a
candidate and subtracting the exactnumber of votes fromhis
or heropponent. However, thiskind of cheating involvesthe
collusion of Commission on Elections (COMELEC) offi-
cials.

During the presidential elections in 2004, the cel-
ebrated “Hello Garci” election cheating was exposed. Itwas
alleged that the taped wiretapped conversations between
President GloriaMacapagal Arroyoand COMELEC offi-
cial Virgilio “Garci” Garcillano were proof that fraud was
committed to rig the election results in favor of Gloria’s
reelection.

Impeachmentwasfiled in Congressagainst Gloria.
However, Gloriasurvived theimpeachment. Butthe “Hello
Garci” scandal cracked COMELEC’s fagade asan inde-
pendentgovernmentbody.

Itwasalso during the 2004 elections that another
scandal surfaced -- the P1.7 billion bidding scam of the
Automated Election System (AES) awarded to Mega Pa-
cific Consortium. It was alleged that three COMELEC
officials -- then Chairman Benjamin Abalos and members
Florentino Tuazonand Resurreccion Borra--were involved
intheanomaly. Corruption chargeswere filed againstthem
inthe Ombudsman’s Office but the Ombudsman, to date,
hasnotmadeany progressinitsinvestigation. However, the
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Supreme Court ruled the contract null and void due to
irregularitiesinthe bidding process.

Thisyear, COMELEC isonce again pursuingthe
automation project. However, withthe 2010 elections just
ayear away, COMELEC has yet to award the whopping
P11.3billion AES contract. Recently, the bidding process
hitasnagwhenthe seven consortiums vyingfor the contract
failedtheeligibility requirements. l wonderwhatthe “eligibil-
ity requirements” included? A “padrino” perhaps?

Accordingto Rick Bahague, the National Coordi-
nator of the Computer Professionals’ Union (CPU), “The
initial resultof CPU’sinvestigationinthe bidding process of
COMELEC revealed thatthe COMELEC isdealing with
questionable and unreliable vendors.” He said, “The
COMELEC is even more subjected to a triple degree of
difficulty towinthe trustof Filipino people especially onits
effortto automate the national electionin 2010.”

But COMELEC officialssaidthatthe situationisnot
hopeless and that a contract could be negotiated with a
providerasa“lastrecourse” toinstall 80,000 automation
machinesintime forthe 2010elections.

Andthisiswherethe problemswould begin. First,
a“‘negotiated contract” impliesa*“sole bid process” inwhich
only onebidder isselected. Thisreminds me of the contro-
versial ZTE-NBN contract exposed by Jun Lozada. A
“negotiated contract” circumventsthe competitive “multiple
bid process” in which two or more bidders would compete
forthe contractprimarily based onalow-bidrule. Andsince
thereisnocompetition, a*“negotiated contract” isvulnerable
tooverbidding. Oftentimes overbidding isdone inorder to
accommodate under-the-table commissions-- or “tongpats”

--toinfluence peddlersand corruptgovernmentofficials. In
the end, the “negotiated contract” could increase the con-
tractamount to as much astwice its cost.

The second --and more serious -- problemwould
be the integrity and accuracy of AES. In a press release
issued by CPU, it says: “Cheating and fraud in the 2010
election will be swift and simple for the likes of ‘Garci’
throughthe automated election system (AES) the Commis-
siononElections (COMELEC)isstrivingtoimplement. In
2010, ‘Garci’ willreturnand will be more sophisticated in his
cheating schemeswithhisexpertise incomputer technology.
‘Garci” will operate far better than the fraud he performed
last2004 national election.”

Indeed, if AESisgoingto be hastilyimplementedin
2010, anelectronic “dagdag-bawas” cheating schemewhich
mighthave beensurreptitiously programmed inthe system
will virtually be impossible to detect. There would not be
enoughtimeto fully testthe systemand incorporate all the
necessary verification and security routinesinthe systemto
ensurethatdata integrity ismaintained. Ascomputer profes-
sionalswouldsay, “Garbage In, Garbage Out,” the system
isonly as good as the input. Itis said that most computer
systemswork, it’s people who don’t make themwork. And
thatisthe danger ofacomputer systemthatdoesn’thaveall
the bells and whistles installed to prevent it from being
tampered.

If COMELEC pushes throughwith AES in 2010,
the next President may not necessarily be the fittest, butthe
cheatest. Indeed, the 2010 elections could very well be the
survival of the cheatest.



