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Gloria's "'Spruce Goose"

SACRAMENTO, CALIF., June 2 (PinoyGlobal)

President GloriaMacapagal Arroyo’slong-time dream of
creating the largest political party since the time of Marcos
was realized last May 28, 2009 with the merger of Lakas-
CMD and Kampi under the new name of Lakas-Kampi
CMD. The merger of Lakas-CMD, founded by former
President Fidel V. Ramos and former Speaker Joe de
Venecia, and Kampi, founded by Gloria, would indeed be
aformidable political force that could dominate the 2010
elections; thatis, ifitdoesn’tbreak apartby its sheer weight.

Thisreminds me of Howard Hughes who builtthe
biggest flying boatwhich critics called the “Spruce Goose.”
Onit’smaidentestflighton November 2, 1947 with Hughes
pilotingithimself, the humongousairplaneflewforonlyamile
at 70 feet above the water. It’s mediocre performance
forced Hughesto abandon the project.

Would the super sized Lakas-Kampi CMD be-
come Gloria’s vehicle to dominate the 2010 elections or
could itbe another “Spruce Goose”?

During her keynote address at Lakas-Kampi CMD
kickoffatthe ManilaHotel, Gloriatold the cheering party
members: “ The emergence Lakas-Kampi CMD as one
party isour finest weapon and perhaps our best guarantee
for success in the 2010 elections.” She also said, “I look
upon the Lakas-Kampi CMD moving as one, fighting as
one, asthe instrumentand vehicle for electing the best, most
qualified and the worthiest leaders of our country.” Indeed,
by merging the two parties, it could become the most
formidable political force since the late President Ferdinand
Marcos’ New Society Movement or Kilusang Bagong

Lipunan (KBL).

Formed in 1978 after the martial lawended, KBL
wasan “umbrella” of various political parties, notably the
Nacionalistaand Liberal parties, which supported Marcos
in the newly established interim National Assembly or
Batasang Pambansa. Later on, KBL was convertedintoa
political party and became the ruling party of Marcos during
hisdictatorial reign. KBL’sabsolute control of the Batasang
Pambansa has put an end to the two-party system. There
was virtually nooppositionto Marcos until his ouster during
the People Power Revolutionin 1986.

Did Gloriahave KBL inmindwhenshe pursuedthe
merger of the two largest political parties, Lakasand Kampi,
into one thatwould have absolute control of Congress? But
whywould Gloriado thatwhen she isgoing to step down at
theend of hertermin June 20107 Isthere a probability that
shewould wantto be the country’s“leader” inone capacity
oranother afterthe 2010 elections?

Orcoulditbe that what Gloriahad inmind was to
use the Lakas-Kampi CMD -- described as a “power-
house” party -- to pursue Charter change (Cha-Cha) this
year to change the form of governmenttoaparliamentary
system? If that would be the case, what might be Gloria’s
new role come June 30, 2010?

Itremainsto be seenif Lakas-Kampi CMD would
really bea“powerhouse” party. Firstofall, the two persons
most likely to compete for the party’s presidential nomina-
tion-- Vice President Noli De Castro and Defense Secre-
tary Gilbert Teodoro --are not members of the party. They
areboth independentswith no current political affiliation.
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The only bonafide member is Bayani Fernando, Chairman
ofthe Metropolitan Manila Development Authority. How-
ever, he hasbeenignored by the party’s leaders because he
isnotdeemedwinnable. With nowinnable presidentiables
from its ranks, Lakas-Kampi CMD could hardly be de-
scribed as “powerhouse.” However, if there is one power
behindit, itwould be Gloria.

Gloriasingle-handedly putthe mergertogetherwhen
sheassumeddirect control of both parties afew weeksago
when Speaker Prospero Nograles and Congressman Luis
Villafuerte resigned as president of their respective parties,
Lakasand Kampi, togive Gloriaafree handinthe merger.

Itisinteresting to note that Villafuerte did notattend
the Lakas-Kampi CMD’s first meeting last May 28. He
indicated thathe was notgoing to jointhe new party and will
remainindependent. He said that the mergerwould notsolve
the party’sproblemswhichinclude rivalries between Kampi
and Lakas candidates in local elections. Several Kampi
stalwartsincluding CongressmanFelix Alfelor, Villafuerte’s
ally,arenotjoining the new party.

Assomeoneoncesaid, “Politicsislocal.” Thelocal
elections could becomethe Achilles’ heel of Lakas-Kampi
CMD. One of the rules adopted by the new party was the
“equity of the incumbent.” Since the merger dissolved two
partiesto create one megaparty, the merger could losealot
ofgood Lakasand Kampi memberswhoare notincumbent
officeholders. Forexample, ifanincumbentoffice holderis
aLakas member, he or she would benefit from the “equity
ofthe incumbent,” thus automatically becoming the new
party’scandidate. Meanwhile,a Kampi memberwhowants
tochallenge the incumbent Lakas memberwould notgetthe
new party’ssupportand would be forced to getthe endorse-
mentofan opposition party. Itcould work the same way if

the incumbentwas a Kampi member and the challengerwas
aLakasmember.

Had the two parties not merged, local Lakas and
Kampi candidates could run against each other with the
supportoftheirrespective parties. And whoeverwinswould
stillbealliedwith Gloria.

But like Hughes’ “Spruce Goose,” the Lakas-
Kampi CMD --which some people call PALAKA, acro-
nym for “Partido Lakas-Kampi” -- could meet the same fate
asHughes’ “Spruce Goose.” What*“Spruce Goose” proved
was: “bigger doesn’tnecessarily mean better.”

Presumably, Gloriawould knowthat, asaresult of
the merger, shewould have alotof problemstryingtomend
local rivalries between Lakas and Kampi membersrunning
inthe 2010elections. However, itwould be adifferentstory
iftherewouldbe noelectionsin2010. Withnoelections, the
incumbent Lakas-Kampi CMD officeholders--fromtopto
bottom -- would truly enjoy the benefits of “equity of the
incumbent” which could include anextension of their terms
of office. Butfor “noelection” to happen, the Lakas-Kampi
CMD hasto have absolute control of the House of Repre-
sentatives. Andthe merger justmade thatareality.

Inthe late hours of January 2, 2009, the House of
Representatives -- by voice vote -- railroaded the contro-
versial House Resolution 1109 which calls on the House of
Representativesto convene into a Constituent Assembly
(Con-Ass) toamendthe 1987 constitution without Senate
participation. The questionis: Canthe House convene Con-
Asswithoutthe Senate?

Finally, the long-awaited Cha-chatrainismovingin
earnest. Now, Gloriahas her cake and can eatittoo. Next
train stop: Supreme Court.



