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Same Dog, Different Collars
The CFC-GK split is a hoax. As such, expect no

Third of a Series

WASHINGTON, D.C., June 15 (PinoyGlobal) -This is
morethan justaclassic Freudiansplitby GK’s Tony Meloto
and paux fasby CFC Global’s Joe Tale. Itisa*“con” job of
the most virulenttype because itisamalicious attemptto set
upthe Catholic hierarchy inthe Philippines,and manipulate
public perception.

Even justacursory contentanalysisof the documents
comingout CFC Globaland Gawad Kalingashowseither
Joe Tale of Couples for Christ Global Foundation is not
telling the truth or Tony Meloto of Gawad Kalingais lying.

On April 30, 2009, the CFC Global International
Council came out with a declaration in its website
www.cfcglobal.org entitled “Moving Forwardand Letting
Go”.

Inthatdocument, Tale categorically says “CFC-IC
has decided to let go of the governance and corporate
structure of Gawad Kalinga Development Foundation Inc.,
andallowthe immediate transition of GK leadershiptosuch
adistinctboard.”

Therationale for the “split” was even dramatized:
“There has been honest divergence of opinions because of
these fundamental differences. We havetried toresolve these
differencesinvariouswaysespecially inthe lasttwo years,
including the attempt to strengthen oneness of leadership
throughthe changesinthe organizational structure. However,
despite ourcommon besteffortsand intentions, unity continues
to be elusive under the presentstructure.”

Notethe phrases (1) “letgo of governance and corporate
structure”, (2) “distinct board, and lastly 3) fundamental

CFC homecoming on sight.

Frank Padilla

Nineteen daysafter, the Philippines Daily Inquirer quoted
Tony Meloto reiterating “that there has been no split
between the pro-poor housing advocacy group and the
Couplesfor Christ International Council (CFC-IC.)”

In the official statement of Joe Tale, he said “GK is
focused on nation building and on poverty alleviation that
will necessitate that it mainstreams and partners with all
sectorsofsociety,” eventothe pointofvalidating GK asa
“nonreligiousorganization.”

His rejoinder, however, says that Gawad Kalinga
continues to seek the support of parishesand reports ofa



split with the CFC lay ministry, which is recognized by
Rome, would only sow confusion.

Then Melotocommitsaclassic Freudianslip. Wikipedia
defines Freudianslip, or parapraxis, asanerror inspeech,
memory, or physical action that is believed to be caused by
the unconscious mind.

The GK head said “My covenantwith Joe Taleisclear.
Thereisnosplit—only greater solidarity between CFC and
Gawad Kalinga for God, country and the poor.” A direct
clarificationinasimple declarative sentence, suffixed by the
now familiar Meloto rhetorical savvy.

Three days after this Meloto Freudian slip, Joe Tale
commits hisown faux pas. The CFC Global international
director came outwithamemosaying CFC’swork withthe
poor will continue, “with GK asamajor component,” and
added that the name for CFC’swork with the poor shall be
ANCOP”.

Boy!! I Dothese two clownsthink they cangetaway with
this? I hope the Catholic bishops of the Philippinesand the
Vaticanare not falling for thisdog and pony show.

According to Wikipedia, dog and pony show was a
colloquial termused inthe United States inthe late-19th and
early-20th centuriesto refer to small traveling circuses that
toured through small towns and rural areas. The name is
derived fromthe typical use of performing dogsand ponies
asthe mainattractions of the events.

Veryfittingindeed exceptthatinthis case of CFC Global
and Gawad Kalinga, there remainsto be only one dog, but
withtwo collars.

Thisispublicrelationspackagingatitsworstand Taleand
Meloto are not serving the public with their doublespeak.
Butwhy resorttoduplicity?

I can only surmise that the underground politics is so
severe, they justwantto dowhatis politically correctatthe
expense of the truth.

CFC Global will have elections shortly, and being a
survivor of the snakepit that is Malacanang, Joe Tale is
minimizingany oppositiontohisreelection. Thegreatdivide
that Gawad Kalinga created inwhat remains of CFC after
CFC Founder Frank Padilla, left CFC Global and restored
the original CFC corporation has watered down Tale’s
moral ascendancy and support from Philippine bishops.
(Padilla’s Couplesfor Christ Foundation Inc. wasregistered
in1984 and Tale’s CFC Global Missionin1993.)

Inaggravation, Tale’s yoke has beenthe pressure from
the Churchover CFC Global to letgo of GK’s partnerships
that are unacceptable to Catholic faith and doctrines,
specifically accepting money from pharmaceuticals that
manufacture and marketabortifacientsand contraceptives.

So CFC Global seversassociation with GK now saying
they no longer control over GK, thus effectively removing
Churchauthority over GK. The implicationisthat GK can
now dowhat itwants, even continuingits funding fromanti-
lifegrantors.

So does CFC Global now come blameless and
unaccountable for how GK behaves? Not even in my
dreams, itdoesn’t. Inrecentteleconference minutesreleased
by CFC Global, itbrazenly asserts “In fact, our letting go
ofthe governance of GK is notaseparation or breaking of
relationships butratherastrengthening of relationshipsina
spiritofclose collaboration.”

Canyoureallyreadthe lips of these glib tongues? Either
Taleand Melotothinksthe Philippine bishopsare naive if not
stupid, oristhisjustasupremeact of disrespectand insult.

The bishop, however are not biting the evil hook.
Theresultsare farwhat Melotoand Tale forecast. Infactthe
prelatesare jumping off the erstwhile much-ballyhooed GK
bandwagon. Thefirstcontradiction came fromaknownand
staunch GK supporter—LipaArchbishop Ramon Arguelles.

Arguelles said “the decision of Couples for Christ
International Council to relinquish control over Gawad
Kalinga (GK) will open the pro-poor housing advocacy
grouptotie-up opportunitieswithinstitutionswhose policies
contradictthe teachings of the Catholic Church.”

Theprelate said “Letitbetotally clearthat GKs outside
CFCdirection is not allowed nor recognized by the Lipa
archdiocese. Evidently, GKsin Batangasare prohibited to
haveanythingtodowithinstitutionswhose policiescontradict
the Church’steachings...”

Following the CFCIC-GK split, Gawad Kalinga also
drewanevenstronger rebuke from Archbishop Oscar Cruz
who issued instructionsto shun GK for receiving donations
fromadvocates of population control—apolicy opposed by
the Catholic Church.

The Philippines Daily Inquirer saidthatthe directive
fromthe outspoken Lingayen-Dagupan prelate—the strongest
ontheissue fromaranking official of the Church hierarchy
—was issued to parishesand chaplaincies in Pangasinan.”



Inlloilo, Archbishop Angel Lagdameo, incumbent president of the Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philippines, has
ordered the Archdiocese of Jaro to proceed on its own with the completion of houses after GK stopped construction
midstream and just offered to return funds it received from the Church.

In Metro Manila, Bishop Gabriel Reyes cannot be happier that GK hasunilaterally abandonedthe Cardinal Sin Village
inPunta, Sta. Ana, Manilaandthe CFC International Village located in Remarville Subd., Brgy. Bagbag, Novaliches,
Quezon City, followinghisresignationasspiritual director of CFC Global.

Afterall, GK’s promises of health, educationand livelihood opportunitiesto its residents following house construction
andturnover, hardly materialize. And that gives me the conclusion that even the poorest of the poor has not been spared
from CFC Global’shalf-truths.

On the Other Hand

CFCUSA, aligned with CFC Foundation for Family and Life (not CFC Global) isstaging, in collaboration with twenty
ecclesial movementsand new communities in the Washington-Baltimore area, has organized one of the most deliberate
assembly of Catholicsinthe country today.

TheProLife Summitisscheduled for July 3atthe BWI Airport Marriott. Itwill guest His Eminence Justin Francis
Cardinal Rigali,archbishop of Philadelphiaand chair of the prolife committee of the US Conference of Catholic Bishops;
David Bereit, founderand national director of 40 Days for Life; and Joseph Scheidler, National Director of the Pro-Life
Action League and acknowledged godfather of prolife activism.

CFC Founder Frank Padillaisarriving intown to preside over the Summitand the CFCFFL conference immediately
following. Itwill be agreat opportunity to interview him once again on how his consistent journey in renewing family and
defending life has gone the extramile since we two years ago. #30



