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Crowded Political Background

"If the Constitution is rehashed or completely changed, surely it would not be during this year.
Such a plot is too obfuscating to contemplate given the elections, strong opposition to it and
time constraints, let alone the horrendous expense to be incurred. Add to that the intricacies
involved in conducting a plebiscite jointly with the election. The whole enchilada is utterly
unrealistic and impractical. Besides, voters do not have the patience to read extraneous items

and options embodied on their ballots. It would just be too much for them to chew.

NEW YORK, NY June 23 (PinoyGlobal) - Let me
beginby letting you inonatidbit. When Sen. Manny Villar
Jr.became our guestinthe exclusive party Filipino Times
gave in his honor at the mansion of Cora Rivera at Fort
Libertein New Jersey lastJune 8, | had occasionto havea
tét a tét with the senator. | asked him if he heard that
Speaker Nograles has resurrected the Charter change and
isaggressively butting for its passage. Nogralesasweall
know isPres. GloriaMacapagal-Arroyo’salteregoandas
such hewill digasewer with his bare hands for her.

Villar’s laconic remark was loaded with meaning:
“That’sbigtrouble!” I pursued “Whatwill youdo?” “That
will nothappen,” heassured me.

From histartremark I gathered that Cha chacould
not fly before the turnover of the administration to the
incoming president after the elections. All the decentele-
ments in the country will rise up against any attempt to
mutilate the Constitution. Nobody condonesawoman’s
capriciousnesstousurp power for the fancy of residing inthe
people’sPalace uninterrupted, and dying there of old age.

If the Constitution is rehashed or completely
changed, surely itwould notbe during thisyear. Suchaplot
istoo obfuscating to contemplate giventheelections, strong
oppositionto itand time constraints, letalone the horren-
dous expense to be incurred. Add to that the intricacies
involved inconductingaplebiscite jointly with the election.
Thewholeenchiladaisutterly unrealisticand impractical.

Besides, voters do not have the patience to read extraneous
itemsand optionsembodied ontheirballots. Itwould justbe
toomuchforthemto chew.

From AparritoJolo people will fighttoothand nail,
hammerandtongtofoil thismacabre attemptto undermine
their desire for a change in leadership to something less
obscene. Thus all systems are grinding to conduct the
elections peacefully, if that is possible, considering the
demonic mentality of politicians to have the best of both
worlds - retaining power and amassing unexplained wealth
withimpunity atany price, evenifblood hastospillinthe
process.

The battleground has been defined on the political
horizon. Candidates for every conceivable position are
coming out in the open. Sen. Manny Villar Jr., who is a
billionaire in his own right, has practically declared his
presidential intentionand he leads the pack asgleaned from
the poll surveys. He hasthe good sense of tapping the group
of Sen. Trillanes Jr. and Col. Danilo Lim Jr. who enjoy
tremendous popularity with the masses. Thisis because of
their demonstrated loyalty for the common cause of fighting
GMA’s corrupt-ridden governance for which they are
languishing in jail for “subversion,” complements of her
military thatviciously suppressesany dissentto her crooked
government.

Villar offered the Nacionalista Party he heads to
Trillanesand company. Inturnthe young senator endorsed
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Col.Limas Manny’svice presidential teammate and thisisahuge boost to Villar’s own popularity because the 11 million
votes Trillanes gotinthe 2007 elections without campaigning and spending a cent (ashe was in jail) will even double now
that he has proven hiswillingness to suffer for the cause of the downtrodden.

Limisnotexactlyanonentity inpolitics himself. Hischarismarose with thatof Trillanes for standing roughshod against
the threats of death and a long prison term for asking our corrupt president to step down in the name of national peace.
Therefore, becoming vice presidentto Villarisan added asset for the latter.

VicePres. Nolide Castro consistently tailgates Villar in poll surveys butstill he is very much behind. Possibly he
couldbe Gloria’schoiceas heirto herthrone. Heisinnocuousand will gladly oblige to extricate her fromapossible life
imprisonment for plunderwhenshe leaves office.

The nextcontender is Sen. Mar Roxas. Thisyoung scion of the fabulous Roxas family, whose grandfather was the
illustrious Pres. Manuel Acuna Roxas, is said to be astrong contender for the presidency too. His father was Sen. Gerry
Roxas, awell-loved politician, who married into the opulent Aranetaclan. His father-in-law, Don Amado Araneta, practically
ownstheentire businessdistrict of Cubao, in Quezon City, and the fabulous Araneta Coliseum, site of historiceventsinthe
country, aside fromhaciendas and real estate properties in many provinces.

Another formidable foe for Villar is Defense Secretary Gilbert Teodoro Jr. Heisabrilliantyoung gentlemanwith
disarming charismathat hastossed himto heightsinthe gamutof government. He comes from two extremely richand powerful
families. Hismother isa Cojuangco (sister of Danding Cojuangco the business tycoon) and cousin of former Pres. Cory
Cojuangco Aquino. Hisfatherisequally asrich asthe Cojuangcos. Apartfrom hisfamily Gilbertalso has the support of
business magnates Henry Sy and Lucio Tan.

Withthese familiesbacking himplusPres. Arroyo’s possible financial and government support (whichmeansblatant
cheating using the Comelec and military) hisvictory isacinch, ifall systemswill percolate as expected. On hisown he has
the credentials of being abrilliant graduate fromthe vy League Harvard University, prestigious for producing intellectual
giantsthat once dictated the destiny of the world.

Ofcourse, inthewingsare Senators Loren Legardaand Chiz Escudero aswell asthe usual comediansand so-called
religious leaders, notto mentionthe likesof Sen. Ramon “Bong” Revillaand Lito Lapid whose fanatic fanswill gotoany length
to see them in the pedestal of power.

Oh, politics, what crimes are committed in your name!



