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Gloria's Invincibility : Mythical

""Running for Congress is unprecedented for a president - especially if it is to evade
probable conviction for plunder. The genesis of this game plan was sparked by her
enemies’ nonstop threats of locking her behind barstogether with the First Gentleman

and two sons in Congress once the tide of power shifts to their side. But still this is no
reason for her to trifle with the justice system. '

NEW YORK, NY June 30 (PinoyGlobal) - The mantra
thatPres. GloriaMacapagal-Arroyois “invincible” inher
bailiwick of Pampangaisacanardaswellasamyth. Truth
totell-herso-called political invulnerability wastestedinthe
2007 elections. Avirtual political tyro Fr. Eddie Panliliowon
the governorship handily against Pres. Arroyo’scomadre
LourdesPinedanotwithstanding hiscrippling financial handi-
cap.

Inretrospect, Pineda’s candidacy was literally pul-
verized by the onslaught of Fr. Panlilio’svotesinthe polls
despite the tons of Jueting money (illegal gambling) she
splurged in the elections and the president’s open and
unqualified support. Political guruswere speechlessdazzled
by the historic upset.

Presently, the hype for GMA’s congressional bid,
ifwhatthisbrouhahaisall about, isdeafening to brainwash
local voters into railroading her to Congress via the 2nd
districtof Pampangawhose currentcongressmanisherson
Juan Miguel “Mickey” Arroyo. I don’thave to stress that
running for Congress against the popular UP Prof. Randy
Davidistoshield her frombeing tried for corruptionand
position her for prime minister. These are relevantthoughts
considering Speaker Nograles’ unbending determinationto
amend the Constitutionwithinthe year makingitpossible for
herto be first prime minister under the offing parliamentary

formofgovernment.

Running for Congressisunprecedented forapresi-
dent - especially if it is to evade probable conviction for
plunder. The genesis of thisgame plan was sparked by her
enemies’ nonstop threats of locking her behind barstogether
withthe First Gentleman andtwo sonsin Congress once the
tide of power shiftstotheirside. Butstill thisisno reason for
hertotrifle withthe justice system.

Mrs. Arroyo hasnoreason to panic withthreats. In
the firstplace she should bear inmindthatin love, war, and
politics hostilitiesand all kinds of hazardsare inevitable. If
truly she isinnocence personified Hell’s fire could cascade
down on herandstill she will be unscathed.

Onlyaguilty conscience shiversatthe possibility of
being charged for corruption when the balm against false
accusationsisuntarnished integrity. Erapand Marcos did
notescape the tentacles of justice and poignant people-ire,
what makes her special to be treated gingerly? Whatis good
for the goose is good for the gander.

Theculpritbehindthe desperate predicamentsheis
in is that maddening power bug that tries to defy the
constitutional term limitimposed onelective officialsstarting
withthe president. People back home are puzzled and ask
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ifhertenyearsas presidentisnotenoughthat she has to be prime minister yet?

Gloriashould be happy that her junkets abroad totaling 130 days over five years cost Juan de la Cruz - way beyond
the P3-billion budget for her local and foreigntravels, were uncovered very much after the fact. The fly inthe ointmentin
those foreignsorties isthe large entourage that included family members, special friendsand favored congressmenwhoshield
her from possible impeachmentin the House of Representatives.

Those monies could have been properly channeled to more importantservice oriented outlets, bewailed Sen. Chiz
Escudero. Forexample, both The Heart Center and The Lung Center of the Philippines and The Philippine Children’s
Medical Center, tomentionafew, are potential beneficiaries thatare crying forimmediate financial subsidies and assistance
tosurvive. Patients could die for lack of medicines, and proper medical care.

InFebruaryalone she spentP123 millioninjusteightdaystour of four nationsinthe Middle Eastviathe U.S., with
a61-strongdelegation, according to Escuderowho got his figures from the Auditor General.

I literally marvel at the impotence of cabinet members, ambassadors and consul generals to do their choresand
responsibilitiesthat the president herself has to take the bull by horns and meander abroad supposedly to obtain contracts
and deals forthe government. Thisis preposterous! Absurd! God knowswhat ZTE-like contracts she signseverytime she
wingsabroad, remembering that she wentto Chinatofigure in the notorious NBN-ZTE scandalous deal.

Coincidentally her recent UStrip almost cost Ambassador Gaa his job for failing to get Gloriaaone-on-one audience
with Pres. Obama. Walanaman talagang magawaang inutil nating ambassador, bakit pa parosan siya? Pardon my Visayan
Taglis. Okay? Salamat!

Thediasporaof Filipinosspreading in the vast expanse of the globe would be working in the country today if the
governmentwere less corrupt. More than that, families and loved ones would still be together and not severed beyond
reconciliation had the administration been more effective and honest.

Asitturnsoutcouplesand innocent children suffer the gnawing agony of being separated because the bread earner
hasto jointhe diasporaabroad. Truerthan fiction, poverty stalks the country and God knows what calamities will continue
tovisitthe nationduetouncontrolled venalities inthe governmentof Pres. Arroyo. Howdare she seeks to perpetuate in office!

Ofall the presidents, Gloriaenjoyed the mostwith relative immunity fromthe usual bullying of political adversaries
because her squandering of taxpayers” money was dormant foralong time before itwas made public by the Auditor General’s
office. Need I say more? | guess not.



