Pi noyG lobal oniine News

Please credit: PinoyGlobal

PRESS RELEASE

SINCE 1987

Perry Diaz

Perry Diaz....

FILIPINO IMAGE MAGAZINE

WASHINGTON, D.C.

NONOY MENDOZA Edllor&PubIlsher

P.0. BOX 40068+ WASHINGTON D.C. 20016+ US A MEMBER: PNA
OFFICE: (202) 370-6446 + FAX: (703) 465-8708 e NS ARG
EMAIL: nonoymendoza@filamimage.com Pp! )

WEB SITE: http://www.filamimage.com

Member Since 1993

PerryScope

By Perry Diaz

Sacramento, California

Michael Jackson: The Man and the Legend

SACRAMENTO, CALIF., July 14 (PinoyGlobal) -
OnJune 25, 2009, Michael Jackson, the man, died at the
young age of 50. But Michael Jackson, the legend, lives
forever, immortalized in the hearts of people all over the
worldwho called himthe “King of Pop.”

Michael’s “rags to riches” story has become the
dream of young people who saw in himamodel of success,
aherotoemulate, and an inspiration to achieve their own
dreams. Toalotof people -- particularly people of color -
- Michael proved that you don’t have to be born rich and
powerfultoreachthe apex of fame. He proved thatyou only
need astrong determination and the strength of purpose to
make your dreamareality.

For four decades, Michael awed hisaudience. The
seventh of ninesiblings, Michael joined four of hisbrothers
asthe “Jackson 5” singing group starting in 1968 when he
wasonly 10yearsold. In1971, he started his solo career.
In 1982, Michael became aphenomenal sensation overnight
withtherelease of hisalbum, “Thriller,” which remainsthe
“pest-sellingalbumofalltime”today. In 1983, hesang “Billie
Jean” and performed his iconic moonwalk on television
whichelectrified --and mystified -- the 47 million viewers.
A star was born.

In 1985, Michael, together with Lionel Ritchie,
composed “We Are The World,” which they recorded with
44 other artists for the benefit of the starving people of
Africa. Itwasthe song that manifested Michael’shumanitar-

ian streak.

Indeed Michael’s humanitarian work and his pas-
sionforthose inneed-- particularly children-- have became
the cornerstone of his life. He had given more than $300
millionto charities. In 1984, he donated $1.5 milliontothe
Michael Jackson Burn Center for Children. In 1988, the
proceeds of the sale of hissong, “Man Inthe Mirror,” were
donated to Camp Ronald McDonald for Good Times,
whichwas established for childrenwho suffer from cancer.
Onhis 30thbirthday, Michael performed in Leeds, England
for“Give For Life,” acharitable organization whose goal
wastheimmunization of children. He donated the proceeds
of the concert to that organization. The following year,
Michael donated the proceeds of one of his shows to
Childhelp USA, the biggestcharity organizationagainstchild
abuse. His donation was used to establish the “Michael
Jackson International Institute for ResearchOn Child Abuse.”

In 1988, Michael purchased the 2,700-acre Sy-
camore Valley Ranchandrenamedit*“Neverland,” afterthe
fantasy island inthe story of Peter Pan. Itbecame hishome
withaprivateamusementpark andazoo. Growing poorand
maltreated by adisciplinarian father, Michael triedtorelive
ahappy childhood which hemissedinhisearly life. And he
relived itby sharing itwith other children who had experi-
enced the deprivationthat he had growing up.

Heinvited childrenandtheirfamiliesto Neverlandas
day visitors. He also hosted children as overnight guests.
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And this was where Michael’s worst journey started, a
journey thatwould zigzag through turbulent times for the rest
ofhislife.

In1993, Michael was accused of sexual misconduct
by one of the children he hosted at Neverland. To avoid
further damage to his career and reputation, the civil case
wasamicably settled for $22 million.

Tenyears later, chargeswere broughtagainsthim
onceagain. Thistime itwasacriminal case of sexual child
abuse. Michael was indicted on multiple chargesand the
case was brought to trial. He denied all the charges and
claimedthathewasthe victimofa*“failed extortionattempt.”
On June 13, 2005, the jury found him not guilty on all
charges.

However, hisexonerationdid notrepairthe damage
tohisreputationand psyche. He decided to never returnto
Neverland. In 2006, Neverland was vacated and closed.
Michael moved on... and never looked back. It was the
darkest part of his life. He was a changed man. His health
declined. And he became dependentondrugs.

He continuedto devote histimetohisthree children,
Prince Michael I, Paris Katherine Michael, and Prince
Michael 11, showering them with love -- love thathe didn’t
feelwhenhewasyoung. Towardstheend, hischildrenwere
the only onesthat mattered to him. He probably felt forsaken
by the world that he entertained and endowed with his
humanitarian endeavors and generosity. He probably felt
that success had evaded him --nay, cheated him! But his
brother Jermaine Jacksonsaid succinctly: Michael became
avictimofhisown success.

OnJuly 7, 2009, Michael was given a memorial
service at the Staples Center in Los Angeles. Speakers
eulogizedthe passing of hisearthly lifeand immortalized his
memory forall the good things thathe did in hislife. Queen
Latifah called himthe “biggeststar on Earth.” Berry Gordy
said, “Heraised the bar, then broke the bar.” Kobe Bryant
said that Michael had set the Guinness world record for
“most charities supported by apop star.”

But it was Rev. Al Sharpton who brought the
audiencetotheir feetwhenheaddressed Michael’schildren:
“Therewas nothingstrange aboutyour daddy. Itwasstrange
whatyour daddy hadtodeal with, buthe dealtwithit.” Itwas
amoment captured inthe minds of the approximately one
billion people who watched the memorial service. Itwasa
momentthatwouldengrave his“legacy of giving” inthe heart
ofthe people hetouched. Itwasamoment thatwould instill

inhisadmirersthe smile that he warmed them with through-
outhis career. Andfittingly so because Michael’s favorite
song was “Smile” -- which begins with the lyric, “Smile
thoughyour heartisbreaking...” --and popularized by his
favoriteartist, Charlie Chaplinin 1936.

In 1995, Michael recorded a modified version of
“Smile” which concludedwiththe lyric, “That’sthetimeyou
mustkeepontrying. Smile, what’sthe use of crying? You
find that life is still worthwhile if you justsmile.” Indeed,
through his smile, Michael lived his life the way he had
wanted itto be -- wonderful. And his smile wondered the
world.

The last performance during the memorial service
was a presentation of a segment of Michael’s 50-show
Europeanconcert, “Thisis It,” whichwould have made its
debutin LondoninJuly2009. The performerssang “We Are
TheWorld” asafinal tribute to Michael. Michael musthave
had apremonition thatthiswasit-- his lastconcert. It was
performed for all the world to watch. And he had the best
“seat” at the Staples Center... in a gold-plated casket
bedecked with flowersand illuminated withahalo of light
from above. God must have been smiling when finally
Michaelwascominghometoentertain Himandall thesaints,
angels, andall the men, women, and childrenin Heavenwho
missed his performances on Earth. Indeed, itwasagrand
finale for the greatestentertainer of all times.

Butthe greatesttribute Michael received cameatthe
end of the three-hour memorial from his 11-year daughter,
Paris Katherine. Withabreaking voice, Parissaid, “Daddy
has been the best father you could everimagine... and | just
wanttosay I love him... somuch.” Itwasatestimonial for
amanwho had been misunderstood foralot of things he had
doneinhisshortlife... from someone who knew Michael
best-- hisown daughter.



