NONOY MENDOZA, Editor & Publisher

Mailing Address
P.0.BOX 40068 - WASHINGTON, D.C. 20016+ U.S.A MEMBER: PNA
OFFICE: (202) 370-6446 + FAX: (703) 465-8708 i N A
EMAIL: nonoymendoza@filamimage.com PP gency

Pi noyG lobal oniine News

Please credit: _PinoyGlobal

PRESS RELEASE

FILIPINO IMAGE MAGAZINE

SINCE 1987 + WASHINGTON, D.C.

WEB SITE: http://www.filamimage.com

'Razor’s Edge

y
Joe Mari Mercader
Executive Editor

FILIPINO TIMES
New York-New Jersey

Joe Mari Mercader |

"I'ron Flst" Unvelled

""Madam Arroyo is already at the totem pole of a military junta that goes by the
innocuous name of “council government.” This being the case, we could be under
martial law already without knowing it, or a government just as abrasive."

NEW YORK, NY July 14 (PinoyGlobal) - National
Security Adviser chief, Norberto Gonzales, admitshaving
suggested to Pres. Arroyo implementing the draconian
“Iron Fist” rule he crafted to combat the chaotic situation
created by the sporadic bombings in certain areas of
Mindanao and potentially in Metro Manila weeks from
now. Inplain language he wants her to declare martial law
sugarcoated asironfist (same dog withadifferentdogtag).

Madam Arroyo is already at the totem pole of a
military juntathat goes by the innocuous name of “council
government.” Thisbeingthe case, we could be under martial
law already without knowing it, or agovernment just as
abrasive.

Lest Gonzalesforgets, arose isarose by any name.
Ironfistmay sound less offensive than martial law, whichis
absolutely unpalatable to Juande la Cruz, nonethelessit’s
justasoppressiveand viciousbecause itdoesnotzeroinon
terrorists alone but everybody wreaking havoc on the
nation.

Whatthen isthe difference between martial lawand
hisiron fistdoctrine whentheir hallmark isoppression? In
fact, implementing either one freezes the Constitutionand
thatisthe crux of the issue: civil rightswill be in a state of
suspended animation.

Clearlytherefore, the culpritbehindthisdark pros-
pect is that militarist Norberto Gonzales who wants to

impose hisobramaestra (iron fist) to perpetuate hisbossin
power. His idea is the wild card that will cushion the
malignantimpactitwallopsoncivil liberties by ending the
stage-managed mosaic of chaosit created inthefirstplace.

Butithasn’taverted the possible collateral damage
of “NoEI” (noelections) or suspension ofthe 2010elections
to 2012. If you ask me Gonzales’ scheme will convert
Congressintoaconstituentassembly - thatelusive goal of
Gloriabywhich she could keep holdingthe reins of govern-
mentindefinitely.

Sen. Rodolfo Biazon said that the 62 bombings
occurring since January averages 10 bombingsamonth. If
thisisnotacrisismy dear readers, whatis? Whoever isthe
mastermind/s behind this barbaric spate (bombings), cer-
tainly sends the message loud and clear to our horrified
people.

Biazonregretsthe huge P1.3billionannual intelli-
gence fund with the office of the president getting the lion
share of P650 millionbecause itseemsto have caused more
harmthangood. Whatisaggravating isthatuntilnow GMA
hasnotrevealed how she spent thisgalactic budget. Wasit
usedtofight“Muslimterrorists or Moro Islamic Liberation
Front (MILF)”, who according to the military are the
instigators of these deadly bombings?

The questionis-whoare causing this havoc? Not
many believe theterroristsare behind the tumultuous climate
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bedeviling Mindanao, whichthe military hasbeenpeddling.
Neither have the NPAsclaimed credit forthem. The latter do
notopenly operate inthe Muslimregion. They are confined
inLuzonand certainareasinthe Visayas.

National Capital Regional Commander Gen. Jogy
Fojas believesthat these wildings would soon spillover to
Manila. He also claims knowing the hideout of the alleged
terrorists. Curiously though, he refusestodivulge wherethey
are for fear that “itwill compromise military operations.”
Apparently, the military hierarchy censured him for making
those assertions without prior consultation because soon
afterhe made abrisk about face moaning thathe was quoted
outof context.

If he knows these cutthroats and cold-blooded
killersofinnocentciviliansare goingtobomb crowdedareas
in Manila and Mindanao the least he can do is act fast to
preventthe possible murdersof innocent people. Forhimto
donothing makes himavirtualaccomplish of the crime.

Heiscredible because no lessthan the presidential
security staff is preparing 11,000 policemen and 2,000
soldierstocombthe areaaround the Batasan and guard the
parameter going there days before she delivers her State of
the Nation Address (SONA) onthe 17th of July. With that
army of bodyguards she has to be on the level of Madam
Mao’sunpopularity.

Againstthisbackdrop, we are inclined to ask how
importantis military “spritde corps” to Gen. Fojas for him
torefuse arresting the suspects lesthe jeopardizes “military
operations” in Mindanao? What cockeyed priority does he
upholdanyway? And isthe military really that helplessto
tackle the crisiswithout his cooperation? How weak isour
Armed Forces anyway? Foja’s excuses are utterly ludi-
crous, unless heisunder pressure nottoact for reasonsonly
Malacanang and the military highechelonknow!

Palace spokesmen would not be sounding like a
broken record denying the possible imposition of that sug-
arcoated martial law (“ironfist” rule), if GMA ishonest to
assure the nation of retiring after the elections next year.
Betteryetifsheendorsesasearly asnow her choice of her
successor. Keepingeverybody facingablank wall regarding
her intention after her termexpires is the source of all these
vexing speculations that may not sound fair to her and the
peopleingeneral.

Suspendingthe Constitutionto have herway is déja
vu of the late Marcos modus operandi to perpetuate. Even

former Speaker Joe de Veneciaattests to that.

JDV revealedthe wicked scenario contemplated by
Gloriaetal, inhisspeech before foreigndignitaries inthe
Green Hills Rotary Club meeting in San Juan. Herecalled
that Marcos firstdeclared martial law and later revised the
Constitution making him president for life.

Pres. Arroyoisno better,accordingto De Venecia.
He remembered thatrightafter the “Hello, Garci” wiretap-
ping scandal in the 2005 polls, which was exposed by
military intelligence Sgt. Vidal Doble, Gloria was about
ready to impose martial rule. I surmise itwasto preempta
possible overthrow of the government by the public going
ballistic.

If the magic number to convert Congress into a
constituentassembly (Con-ass) does not materialize, she
will surely declare martial law not latter than November or
early next year, as per the consensus of pundits in the
country. Ifshedoesthatmy friends, Gloriawill be cutting her
nose to spite her cheek because everything will go haywire
onherpolitical life.

Former Sen. Pres. Francis Drilonsays that Gloria
stuffed her administration with retired generals who will
pursue hermagnumopus (rule of the gunsoon) asevidenced
by the rampant bombings in various cities in the South.
Drilonfurther observed thatthese generalsare planning the
take overifthingsdo nottranspire as they expect.

Or ifthisis not possible because of strong public
opposition, then for one reason or other the 2010 elections
aresuspended and by 2012 the constituentassembly will
proceed with the Charter change without the Senate. When
thatisaccomplished Ms Arroyowill schedule theelections.

Therestwill follow with the precision of aclock.
After changing the form of government, she runs for parlia-
ment, whichisapiece of cake for her towin in Pampanga,
finalizingthe jigsaw puzzle. Withher unlimited logisticsand
extensive cloutover most, if notall of the would-be parlia-
mentarians, becoming Prime Minister would be a mere
formality for her.

What a tortuous melodrama! Question: will the
people take that charade nonchalantly or in abject resigna-
tion? Only theeventwill teachusinitshour.



