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Amnesty For ASG: Aberration Of Justice

And Mocks Victims

NEW YORK, NY July 17 (PinoyGlobal) - The Palace
already disowned the issue | am about to discuss. | am
writing briefly aboutitto impact upon the powers-that-be
thattheir shenaniganswill notgo unnoticed. The public has
everyrighttoknowaboutit. The people have to take proper
actiontoavertthisgrosstravesty.

Last week, administration Sen. Richard Gordon
hoisted the “Bermuda Triangle” ideaof givingamnestytoa
couple of sick Abu Sayyaf commanders (Albader Parad
and AbuJumdail, alias Dr Abu) to reciprocate the release
of kidnap victims, the last one being Red Cross worker
EugenioVagni. Assumingtheyaregrateful, which I seriously
doubt because they are not ideologically motivated but
monetarily oriented. Worst, they are weighed over by the
passiontokillinnocent peopletoinstill fear inthe public.
More than that they want to impress their ultimate goal to
governfromthe pointofagun.

I wonder if the Arroyo administration isaware of
worldevents. SriLanka,averysmall country, had the same
problemwe have inthe South. Her rebelswere demanding
that certainterritories be ceded tothemandthatthey should
alsobe givenan autonomous region for their Tamil ethnic
populationand the whole bit of it that would satisfy their
subversive demands. Butafter listening to the United Na-
tionsand other countries the leaders of Sri Lankagottired
following their advice because the terroristsdid not relent
despite all the government’s effort to cement peaceful
relations withthem for years. The rebelswanted the whole
country. Doesthatsound familiar?

Finally, when things did not improve, instead of
capitulating, Sri Lanka’s leaders reversed gears and re-
sumed bombingtheterrorists hiding inthe jungles, just like
the Abu Sayyafrats doin Mindanao, until their leaders were
killed along with so many rebels. The rest surrendered and
now peace isthe hallmark of that governmentafter wiping the
terroristsout of existence. Indeed, itisnotthe size of the dog
inthe fight, butthe size of the fight in the dog that thwarted
theterrorists’ intentionto create anarchy inthat country.

Themoral esson here isthat sometimes listening to
other countriesthat do notknow our internal problems can
be disastrous. I think we should continue bombing Abu
Sayyaf lairsandkillingthemuntil they are completely erased
fromthe map. Thatthey would retaliate and harm some of us
is a collateral damage our people should expect. After
shooting the enemy you do not expect them to throw you
pancakes, syrup and butter.

I am quite sure Gordon was merely echoing
Malacanang’sthought for no sensible lawmaker like Dick
who isabreastwith the barbaric crimesthe ASG isguilty of
committing in Sulu, Joloand other parts of Mindanao would
willfully endorse suchan aberration of justice. He knows
howmuchthe governmentinvested intaxpayers’ moneyand
livesof soldiersinthe campaignto haltthe wave of atrocities
thisgroup has caused, as pointed out by military spokesper-
sonLt.Col. Romeo Brawner.

It’sjust sheer madnessto offer the Abu Sayyafsthe
olivebranchorblanket forgivenesswhentheirhandsarestill
dripping with the blood of innocent victims. Has Gordon
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forgotten the familiesand victims of beheadings, murders,
andpillaging these banditsare guilty of toeventhink of letting
them go scot-free without answering for their crimes be-
cause theircommandersare “sick, oldand dying”? What
about American missionary Mark Burnham, whom they
kidnappedandwhowaskilled inthe crossfire between them
andthesoldiers? Did the brutal ASG commiserate with his
wife Gracia? Did these barbarians think of those hostages
whom they personally beheaded whenthey were healthy?

Itisareliefto hearthat Malacanang did notdignify
the balloon floated by Sen. Gordon. Orare they justlying
low until they can make use of the propaganda of rapproche-
ment for peace in Mindanao with the Abu Sayyafs? Inthe
interest of peace in the country I wish that my morbid
prognosisiswrong.

Flippingissues, | could notbelieve thatno lessthan
associate SC Justice Teresita Leonardo-de Castro ordered
the recountofthe ballots of the 2007 elections in Pampanga.
Isthe lady justice that penned this decision oblivious of the
fact that she could be playing in the hands of President
Arroyo? True, the marginof Gov. Eddie Panlilio over his
opponent Mrs. LiliaPineda (Gloria’scomadre and wife of
notoriousgambling lord Bong Pineda) was only 2007 votes.

Stillthiswasahuge margin considering that Panlilio
had no money and was possibly avictim of bawas-dagdag
(vote-shaving and adding) of administration fraud artists.
Particularly inPampangabecause GMA’s leadershipwasat

stake in that gubernatorial race, wherein Lilia was her
personal candidate.

Toexhumetheresultsinthatelectionwhensomuch
water wentunder the bridgealready isto openthe proverbial
Pandora’s Box. Panlilio’s loyalists will not take it sitting
down, especiallyif LiliaPinedais declared winner, whichis
not far-fetched.

More importantly isthatwith Liliaasgovernorthe
election of Ms Arroyo for parliament in Pampanga is a
foregone conclusion. Thistimetable couldbein2012when
her term has been extended and after the Charter change is
finalized paving the way for her candidacy. Gloriahasto
make a categorical commitment to the nation to bow out
after her mandate expires at the end of next year for the
peopletobelieve her now.

Allsignshowever, do not show the faintest prob-
ability of her stepping down. If she stays beyond her term,
Chief Justice Reynaldo Puno’s grim prognosis that the
“social volcano” is on the verge of erupting might just
happen. Fromthat pointon will be chaos: our people will
suffer untold atrocities atthe hands of fellowmeninacivil
strife, because maniswolfto man.

Wasthis inthe mind of Justice Leonardo-de Castro
when she penned the decision for the recount of the ballots
in Pampanga? Take abow, Madam - it’s more honest that
playing deaf, mute and dumb.



