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Gloria’s Swan Song

SACRAMENTO, CALIF., July 28 (PinoyGlobal) -
Finally, the muchawaited ninth -- and final -- State of the
Nation Address (SONA) by President Gloria Macapagal
Arroyo cameto pass. Withall the hooplainthe press about
what she was goingtosay, one thingwasvery apparent, it’s
allaboutself-glorification. Itwas her farewell address-- her
“swansong.”

Interrupted 120 times by applauses and laughter, Gloria
boastfully trumpeted herachievements last year. The mem-
bersof Congress unabashedly praised herto Heaven. Itwas
the crowningmomentof her political life, the pinnacle of her
presidency. Shewasoncloudnine.

Asshewasaddressing the members of Congress, including
the cream of the elite seated at the gallery, it probably
broughtnostalgicmomentsin her life. Daughter of the “poor
boy from Lubao” who became president. And, now, she,
too, ispresident. Father and daughter. The firstdynasty to
reign over what was once called the “Pearl of the Orient
Seas,” and now, the “Sick Man of Asia.” She’ll change all
thatthatifthey’d only give hermoretime. Yes, her dream of
an“Enchanted Kingdom”isstill alive, shetellsherself. But
whywon’tthe people allow me to make thatdreamareality,
she asks herself? Why don’t they trust and love me, she
laments. I have one shot to change thatand now is the time
todoit, shetells herself.

So, she started her address by lowering her audience’s
expectations: “Throughout the world tens of millions lost
their jobs; billionsacrossthe globe have been hurt--the poor
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always harder that the rich. No one was spared.” Silence.
Noapplauses. Great! Thatwould putthe audience’sgloom
atparwith her popularity withthe people, -31. That’sminus
31.

Andthenshesaid, “Butthe story of the Philippinesin 2008
isthatthe country weathered asuccessionof global crisesin
fuel, food, then in finance andfinally theeconomy inaglobal
recession...” Applause. “Good news for our people, bad
newsforourcritics...” Applause. “I did notbecome Presi-
dent to be popular. To work, to protect and preserve our
country, our people, that is why I became President...”
Applause. “I want our Republic to be ready for the first
worldin20years...” Noapplause. Ooops! Thatdidn’tsell.
Nobody was ready for that, | guess.

Gloriathenrecitedalitany of work she accomplished. She
wentonandon...

Andthencame the momenteverybody waswaiting for: “At
the end of this speech I shall step down from this stage but
not from the Presidency. My term does not end until next
year. Until then, I will fight for the ordinary Filipino. The
nation comesfirst. Thereismuch to do ashead of state -- to
the very lastday.”

Likethe pugilist Manny Pacquiaowhowasgrinning fromear
to eat in the VIP section in the gallery, she attacked her
critics, heartlessly pummeling them leftand right. “I have
never done any of the things that scared my worst critics so
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much. They are frightened by their own shadows.”

Andthenshefinallysaid, “I have never expressedthe desire
toextend myselfbeyond myterm.” Yes, inwordsshedidn’t.
Butheractionsseemto suggest otherwise, that she had -- or
still has--astrong desire to stay in power beyond 2010. But
let’sdefertoheronthatissue for now. Certainthingscanstill
happen between now and June 2010. But for now, let’s
presume that this is it -- she’s is stepping down from the
presidency at the end of her term on June 30, 2010.

Astoherachievements, letthe chips fall where they may. It
IS, however, interesting to note that while Gloriawas deliv-
ering her SONA, the IBON Foundation released a report
titled, “Arroyo’s Presidency’s Economic Legacy: A Dis-
torted and Disintegrating Economy.” Itsays that “the main
driversofgrowth have beeninactivitiesessentially discon-
nected fromthe domesticeconomy and unable to contribute
toany broad-based economic dynamism especially over-
seaswork butalso such as low value-added export manu-
facturing and business process outsourcing (BPO).” Fur-
ther, itsays, “With apopulation of 90 million, alabor force
ofover 38 million,and poverty of atthe very least 28 million.
The national economy needs to be directed to meeting the
needs ofall of these Filipinos which entails, without exag-
geration, radical structural changes breaking the inertia of
decades of backwardness.”

The IBON reportconcludes: “Certainly thereisstill much
work to be done inbuilding economicand political democ-
racy inthe country evenas, slowly and painstakingly, there
hasbeen progress. The Arroyo presidency has set back that
progress, evenasthe growingstruggle of Filipinos build the

foundations of expanding what is politically possible inthe
periodtocome.”

Gloria’sSONAandthe IBON reportare like day and night
in comparison. Gloria painted in broad strokes a vibrant
economyand abright future for the people framedingilded
opulence. IBON cutitto the chaseand said itasitis--no
frills,nobells,nowhistles. Justthe facts. And factsdon’tlie.

As Gloriastepped down fromthe daisafter delivering her
SONA, the final chapter of presidency begins: “Lame
Duck.” Thisisthe periodinapresident’s life thatis unthink-
able... and detestable. Just the thought of stepping down
from power andall the perksand privileges that come with
itis enough to drive into depression those who thrive on
power.

Recently, President Manuel Zelayaof Hondurastriedit. ..
andfailed. Zelayamaneuveredtoadd areferenduminthe
upcoming November 2009 general election to ask voters
whether they want to convene a Constituent Assembly
(Con-Ass) forthe purpose of writing anew constitution. On
June 28,2009, soldiers seized Zelaya on orders of Hondu-
ras’ Supreme Courtandsentintoexile.

I hopethat Gloriawouldrealize thatshe’d be takingabig risk
shouldheralliesin Congress proceed with conveningaCon-
Ass. She survived several attempts to remove her from
power only because cooler heads inthe military prevailedin
supportingaduly installed president. The questionis: Will the
military protect her if she decidesto cling to power after her
termendsin 20107 I don’tthink so. What do you think?



