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Cory's Legacy
SACRAMENTO, CALIF., August 05 (PinoyGlobal)
- In the wee hours of August 1, 2009, former President
Maria Corazon “Cory” Sumulong Cojuangco Aquino --
“Tita Cory” to millions of Filipinos -- passed away. Her
deathwas caused by cardio-respiratory arrest, the result of
colon cancer she was battling since March 2008.

Inthe wake of her death, the Filipino people mourned her
passing in a way no other leader in recent history was
accorded with. It was a testament to what Cory had lived
for...andfoughtfor.

Somesay that Cory’s presidency wasaccidental. Some say
itwastransformational. Butmany believe thatitwas divine
providence thatbrought her power. I believeinall three.

Cory’sroleinlife wastobea “plainhousewife.” And she
playedthatrole perfectly until her husband, the late Senator
Benigno “Ninoy” AquinoJr., was incarcerated by the late
dictator Ferdinand Marcos. Ninoy’s only crime was his
oppositionto Marcos. When Marcos declared martial law
in 1972, Ninoy was one of the first to be arrested and
detained. Cory became the sole provider to her young
children, playingtherole of fatherand “plainhousewife.”

When Marcosallowed Ninoytogotoexileinthe USatthe
behest of President Jimmy Carter, Cory and the children
wentwith him. They stayed inthe US for several yearsuntil
Ninoy decided thatitwastime to go back home. However,
he wasaware thatby doing so he would be imprisoned again
and probably assassinated. But he was determined to go

FILIPINO IMAGE MAGAZINE

WASHINGTON, D.C.

PerryScope

NONOY MENDOZA Edllor&PubIlsher
P.O.BOX 40068 « WASHINGTON D.C. 20016+ U.S.A,

; A MEMBER: PNA
EMAIL: nonoymendoza@filamimage.com Philippine News Agency)

OFFICE: (202) 370-6446 + FAX: (703) 465-8708
WEB SITE: http://www.filamimage.com

By Perry Diaz

Sacramento, California

back home to meet his fate saying that “the Filipinoisworth
dyingfor.”

Onthat fateful day of August21, 1983, when Ninoy’s plane
landed atthe international airportin Manila, several soldiers
inuniformboarded the plane to take Ninoy into custody. As
Ninoy was stepping out of the plane, he was fatally shot at
the back of hishead and rolled down the staircase onto the
tarmac. Someone in the plane took a video as soldiers
dragged Ninoy’s dead body to awaiting vehicle. Shownon
television, the gruesome scene shocked the world.

Thatmomentchanged Cory’slifeforever. Itwasthe moment
for herto step up tothe plate to continue Ninoy’s unfinished
mission. Itwas the momentfor herto goback homenotonly
tobury her husband butto lead the Filipinosfor their fight for
freedom. Itwasthe momentof her calling. Andthere wasno
turning back.

The political turmoil that followed the assassination of Ninoy
became the turning pointofthe Marcos dictatorship. Under
pressure from US President Ronald Reagan, Marcos called
fora*snapelection”in February 1986. Anti-Marcos leaders
immediately formed the Cory Aquino for President Move-
mentand, withinaweek, one millionsignatures were col-
lected. Reluctantly, after meditating for 10 hoursatacon-
vent, Cory agreedtorun. Little did she realize that she was
aboutto change the history of the Philippines.

The Marcos-controlled Commission on Elections showed
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Marcos leadinginthe “snapelection.” However, the unof-
ficial tally showed Cory leading. Consequently, on February
15,1986, the Batasang Pambansa (Legislature) proclaimed
Marcos as the winner. Civil unrest ensued and spread
throughoutthe country like wild fire. Itwas the beginning of
the end of the Marcos dictatorship.

OnFebruary 22,1986, Marcos’ key allies, Defense Secre-
tary Juan Ponce Enrileand Armed Forces Vice Chief of Staff
Fidel V. Ramos staged arevoltwhichmushroomedintoa
popular uprising -- “people power” -- against the Marcos
regime.

On February 25, 1986, Cory Aquino was sworn in as
president by Supreme Court Associate Justice Claudio
Teehankee atthe Club Filipino in San Juan. On that same
day, Marcoswasalsosworninaspresidentatthe Malacanang
Palace. However, by nightfall, Marcos fled toexile in Hawaii
inaUS military plane.

| saw Cory when she visited San Francisco in September
1986 on herway to addressthe US Congress. The Fil-Am
community of the Bay Areaheld areception for Cory atthe
cavernous Moscone Center in San Francisco. It was an
emotional visit for Cory because itwas inan apartmentin
suburban Daly City that Ninoy plotted his return to the
Philippines. At the packed Moscone Center, thousands
cametosee Cory. Shestirred up theaudience when she said,
“You cantakethe Filipinoaway fromthe Philippinesbutnot
the Philippinesfromthe Filipino.” Itwasacall toall Filipinos
tobe proud of their motherland once again. Andthey heeded
her call.

| saw Cory for the second time when | joined a group of
about 12 Fil-Am community and political leaders who
accompanied then Gov. George Deukmejian of California
onanofficial visittothe Philippinesin 1988. When we went
topay acourtesy call on Cory, | was surprised that she was

not staying in the Malacanang Palace. She occupied a
modest sized two-story building next to the palace as her
office. She chose notto live in Malacanang and commuted
dailytoher privateresidence. I understandthat she never set
footin Malacanang. Itisthenunderstandable why Cory’s
childrenrefusedtohavetheirmother lieinstate in Malacanang.
Afterall, itwasthe place where Marcos stayed for 21 years.

Last July 19, 2009, when Cory was near death, | was
interviewed by Ging Reyes of ABS-CBN about my thoughts
of Cory. After several minutes of talking about Cory’s
legacy, Ging pointedly asked me, “And what do you think
was the difference between Cory Aquino and Gloria Ar-
royo?”“Dayand night,” I replied. Ging asked, “Why?”” And
I said, “Cory brought the brightest days in the lives of
Filipinoswhile Gloriabroughtthe darkestdaysintheir lives.”

Cory will be remembered for generations to come. She
changedthe constitution in 1987 to make sure that martial
lawwill nothappen again. “People power” wasembodied
intothe constitution and gave the armed forces the supreme
duty to defend the people and the state. The 1987 constitu-
tionissometimesreferredtoas*“Cory’sconstitution.” Yes,
itwas her baby maturing intoadulthood. Butsome politicians
wanttochange it for reasonsthatalarge majority of Filipinos
donotagree with.

Itdid notthen comeas surprise that Cory made awish not
to change the 1987 constitution. With Cory’s passing, the
move for charter change mighteventually die. Andeachtime
somebody would attempt to change it in the future, I am
pretty sure that the people would defend “Cory’s constitu-
tion,” our constitution. And Cory livesinour constitution.

AsNinoy provedthatthe Filipino wasworthdying for, Cory
proved thatthe Filipinowasworth living for. And she lefta
lasting legacy that freedom isworth fighting. Inher memory,
let’sliveuptothatlegacy.



