NONOY MENDOZA, Editor & Publisher

Mailing Address
P.0.BOX 40068 - WASHINGTON, D.C. 20016+ U.S.A MEMBER: PNA
OFFICE: (202) 370-6446 + FAX: (703) 465-8708 i N A
EMAIL: nonoymendoza@filamimage.com PP gency
i

Pi noyG lobal oniine News

Please credit: _PinoyGlobal

PRESS RELEASE

FILIPINO IMAGE MAGAZINE

SINCE 1987 * WASHINGTON, D.C. WEB SITE: http://www.filamimage.com

Member Since 1993

'Razor’s Edge

Joe Mari Mercader
Executive Editor
FILIPINO TIMES
New York-New Jersey

Joe Mari Mercader . . .

“1f 1 Win | Will Give You Justice!™*

NEW YORK, NY Aug 05 (PinoyGlobal) - After the
late Pres. Corazon “Cory” Aquino delivered aspeechin
ManilaHotel atthe height of the heated campaign to pull
downdictator Marcos, one of myavid listeners Leny Lantin,
daughter ofthe late Judge Gregorio Lantin of Manila, called
out to Cory: “Cory, Cory! Joe Mercader is here! Cory
turned around and the crowd of thousands in the lobby
partedto letmeapproach her. She thentook my hands, and
looking at everybody, raised them half way and said, “I
knowwhatthey didtoyou. If Iwinlwillgive youjustice!”

Cory wasreferringtomy commentariesat DZEC radio
station of Iglesia Ni Cristo, in Quezon City, that was
abruptly stopped onthe instigation of the Palace through
then Press Secretary Cendana. | clearly remember her first
calltelling me to see her after my program. Her house was
at Time Street justablock away.

Shetold me people have been calling her that I could be
salvaged for critically castigating the Marcos regime onthe
air. Impliedly, they meant I wasvirtually playing the “Russian
Roulette” with my bold commentaries. Maybe so, but |
assured her I was notfoolhardy.

“l was just testing his claim that he dismantled martial
law and supplanted it withamendment 5 that supposedly
gave us back our freedoms,” I told Cory. What dictator
Marcos did notsay was that the substitute government that
was ran by presidential decreeswas even harsher because
for criticizing public officials alone the penalty was death
sentenced. Itwasa fraud!

Cory asked me “Joe Mari, are you not afraid? Why are
youdoingthis?”  answered her that “If your husband who
was somebody was not afraid to die, why should I worry?
Marcoswill notcommitthe same mistake of makingamartyr
outofamere radiocommentator like me, mom.”

Trueto herwords, | was appointed head of Tourism for
the East Coastbased in New York in May 1986 making me
the firstofficial appointed by Cory atthe Philippine Consu-
late on 5th Avenue. Inabrief dialogue before my appoint-
ment, she told me “I was looking for you four days ago
because | wanted youto be undersecretary of Tourism, but
you were nowhere to be found. My Secretary already
appointed somebody | don’teven know him,” she said.

| missed that opportunity to be undersecretary. From
there, I could have jumpedto Congress. Inwardly, I really
wanted toruninthe nextelectionsand who knowsreachthe
apex of my political career. With her unqualified support my
chances of winningwasas greatas Cory’s popularity was
phenomenal.

A few days after her election, Nene Pimentel (now
senator) whom she appointed to the department of Local
Governments as Secretary, said that Cory was looking for
metoappointmeinhergovernment. Cory’sdaughter Balsy,
alsocontacted me. Therestis public knowledge. I assumed
my positionin New York uponarriving here in May 1986 a
month after she became president.

For this I am extremely grateful to Cory. | was able to
transplant my family to America. My daughter with her

2009 PGON Joe Mari Mercader 01 04 09



Belgian husband gave me two gorgeous grandchildrenwho
now fill up the void of emptiness left by the death of my
beloved wife Liuva, two years ago. They live in their
penthouse condominiumon5th Avenue. My sonisdoing
quitewelltooand livesin hisown house in Queens.

May God in His infinite kindness take Corazon Aquino
inthe bosom of His heart as he does with good souls!

Corywassuchawonderful personsymbolizing national
unity. Even her sworn political enemies like the Marcos
family crossed the big divide of their differences to bid her
goodbye when she died. Not surprisingly, the Aquinos
acceptedtheir sincere condolences offered by the former
firstlady Imelda Marcosinbehalf of herselfand her family.

In accepting their condolences, Sen. Noynoy Aquino
said thatevenwhen hismotherwasstill alive, they already
talked of reconciling with the Marcos children. He said that
Cory discussedthe subjectwith himand hissiblings before.
Really, it’sabouttime they end that burning hate for the late
dictator’sfamily, whichonly rupture painful memories not
conducivetounity.

Christian forgiveness is now in order. Not that the
Marcos family asked for itbecause they are have takentheir
adversity stoically and with dignity, butthiswell of kindness
should sprintfrom the bottom of the Aquinos’ heart.

Noynoy recalled that Imie Marcos was his colleaguein
Congress for three terms. On some issues they were to-
gether, at other times they were on opposite sides, as
dedicated legislators should be when the interest of the
nation isatstake.

Condoling the Aquino family for its matriarch’s passing
isacknowledgementthatshe turnedup our fallendemocracy
intoavibrantgovernment. Ironically, thismarvelous legacy
she leftfor successorstofollow has been hideously soiled by
their unbridled arrogance, abuse of power and full-scale
corruptionwhilethe nationreelsinpoverty.

Misgovernance led to broken families with the wife or
husband philanderingabroad or divorcing his/her partnerin
the Philippinesto marryaforeigneroradocumented Filipino
toacquirecitizenship inthe hostcountry.

Whatever their reason/s, nevertheless, they were forced
to leave the country because jobs were and still are nextto
impossibletogetinthe Philippines. Corollarytothatarethe
broken homes that come as a consequence of espouses
separating. Because of dire poverty childrenturntoalife of
crimeand shame (drugsand prostitution) toearn money for
thefamily.

Andwhilethe poor grovel inabject poverty (gumagapang
sahirap) the super rich cronies onthe other hand, add insult
toinjury by flaunting theirill-gotten wealth with the president
denying it with tongue in cheeks. Is this the prospect of
Filipinosunder the Arroyo government?

Hopefully, by accepting the magnificentexample initi-
ated by the Aquinosand Marcos’s, anew path is paved for
political demagoguestofollow. Politics doesnot haveto be
afighttothe death for contentious foes. Itshould beachance
to worship sportsmanship. Graciously accepting defeat
should bethe primordial principleinany contest.

Aswe have seeninthe death of alegend, Cory Aquino,
oranybody else, life isshortand meaningless. No matter
howrich orfamousyouare death isapersistentcompanion.
Lamentably, people’smemory issowarp they easily forget
whatyou did for them. Whatever platitudes they say onyour
grave or death anniversary they say it matter-of-factly for
publicconsumption.

Butbehind thismorbid reality, there isthe silver lining of
arespite. There are momentswhenthe soul glowsradiantly,
displayingintrinsic loveandunderstanding for others. Thisis
evidentwhen political adversaries commiserate with the
family of those who suffered agreat loss. Our differences
should be regarded asthose of siblings that never lose track
oftheirtrue feelings for brothers, sistersand vice versa.

Politicians have really the same goals: to serve the nation.
What deteriorates this ideal is the craving for power and
wealth notto mention inflate one’s ego. By washing away
bitteranimositiesand passionsfor mundane desires, they can
achieve wonders for the people.

Cory’smemory should blaze the trail to be focused on
goodness. Letthem start now and not procrastinate for this
chance comeshbutonce inalifetime!



