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Sacramento, California

Freudian Slip or Self-fulfilling Prophecy?

SACRAMENTO, CALIF., August 11 (PinoyGlobal)
- When former President Cory Aquino passed away last
August 1, 2009, some media people made erroneous
reportssayingthatitwasPresident Gloria Arroyowhodied.

Thefirstcame from LalaRimando of Newsbreak magazine
who reported that Gloria Arroyo passed away. Rimando
later apologized saying, “I’mguilty. I killed our president,”
whichwas posted on abs-cbnnews.com. "l wroteanonline
story about the passing of aformer president but inadvert-
ently referred tothe currentone who'sstill very muchalive
in portions of the story. Instead of Mrs Aquino, some
sentences had'Mrs Arroyo'..." Freudianslip?

Theninalive ABS-CBN TV coverage showingthe military
honor guard waiting for Cory’sbodytoarriveatDe La Salle
Greenhills, thecaptionsays, “MILITARY HONORSPARA
KAY GINANG ARROYO, INIHAHANDANA.”

Thenduring Cory’swake, astory posted on Philstar.com
says, “Wearingawhite blazer suit, President Arroyo went
straightto viewthe coffin of former President Arroyoand
offered a short prayer before joining Senator Noynoy
Aquino, whoreceivedthe presidentinbehalfof the Aquino
family.”

Andtheday after Cory’sburial, ManilaBulletin publisheda
photowiththe caption: “WITHUTMOST CARE. Military
honor guard carefully movesthe coffin of President Arroyo
outofthe ManilaCathedral.” Wasitaself-fulfilling proph-
ecy?

Wasthereadeliberate efforttoput Gloriainabad light? We
can only speculate. But one thing went unnoticed: ABS-
CBNand ManilaBulletindid notapologize for these mis-
takes. It was also evident that nobody was fired or repri-
manded publiclywhichinaway suggeststhatthe publishers
might have condoned the faux pas. I could justimagine the
chucklingamongst the mediatop honchos. Why not? After
all, the Arroyos have dealt them with hard-hitting blows
including more than 40 libel lawsuits filed againstthem by
First Gentleman Mike Arroyo. Well, it’s payback time,
folks.

Inanattemptto downplay the errors, Gloria’s spindoctors
issued a statementwhich saysthat they believe that these
were “honest mistakes.” Butwhatelse cantheysay... ordo?
It’s bestto just forgetaboutitand move on with the affairs
of state.

Butthere was one eventthat put Gloriainaverybad light.
She just finished herworking visit President Barack Obama
atthe White House whennews of Cory’s death reached her.
But for a couple of days, she went on with her scheduled
activities. On August 3, she decidedto cut her visitshortand
fly back to Manilato attend Cory’s wake.

However, just before flying back home, Gloria and her
entourage of about 30 people went to New York City’s
upscale Frenchrestaurant, Le Cirque, for dinner. They spent
a whopping $20,000! That’s almost one million pesos,
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enoughto feed 100,000 poor and hungry Filipinos.

On August7,the New York Post published onits front page
anarticle, “Eatand Drink,” which saysthat Gloriaand her
entourage were “enjoying the good life” and “ordered
several bottles of very expensive wine, pushing thedinner tab
upt0$20,000.” Indeed, itwas asumptuous dinner that not
even King Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette could have
affordeditduringtheirtime. Afterall, didn’t Marie Antoinette
tell the hungry French peopleto eat cake when they couldn’t
affordto buy bread?

Gloria’sexpensive excursiontoaposh Frenchrestaurantin
New York City did notbode well with the people. Itwasa
crassdisplay of insensitivity to Filipinoswho were grieving
the death oftheirbeloved Cory. Gloria’shaggard “grieving”
appearance atthe wake was probably the result of eating too
much caviaranddrinking too much champagne -- frolicking
while her country was mourning. Itwasafake griefandthey
couldseethroughher.

Cory’snine-hour 20-kilometer funeral procession fromthe
Manila Cathedral tothe ManilaMemorial Park was joined
by more than 300,000 people, the largest in Philippine
history. The mourning people --alotofwhomwore yellow,
Cory’s color -- braved the rain to bid farewell to their
heroine.

It was a final “show of force” by Cory’s loyal followers,
many of whom have participated in the “People Power”

revolution of 1986. It gave a strong signal to Gloria that
Cory’sfollowerswould protect Cory’s legacy -- freedom
and democracy -- whichare embodied in the 1987 consti-
tution, oftentimesreferredtoasthe “People Power” or Cory
Constitution.

Andwith Cory’spassing, the political landscape haschanged
irreversibly. Any attemptto amend the 1987 constitution
now would spark the ire of the people which could lead to
another “people power” revolt. And Gloria, smartassheis,
wouldn’tdaretouch Cory’sconstitution, notnow, notduring
her presidency.

Withthe 1987 constitution untouched, any attemptby Gloria
to stay in power beyond June 2010 would be futile. The
people would resist it. Charter change is not in the cards
anymore, notwhile Gloriaisstill inpower.

And this brings to mind whether the media’s “honest mis-
takes” announcing Gloria’sdeathweretheresultof Freudian
slipor self-fulfilling prophecy. I believe that itwas Freudian
slip. However, | also believe that it was a self-fulfilling
prophecy --thatof Gloria’simminent “political death” in 10
months. Cory’sdeath has sealed Gloria’s fate.

Thereisanadage thatsays, “Quitwhileyou’reahead.” A
second version says, “Quit while you’re a head.” Marie
Antoinette hadachance to quitwhile shewasahead butshe
didn’t. It’salessonthat Gloriashould not forget.



