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Cool Under Fire

SACRAMENTO, CALIF., August 24 (PinoyGlobal)
- After 200 days in office, President Barack Obamaisunder
fireovertheeconomy, thewar in Afghanistan, and healthcare
reform. Butitis healthcare reformthat hasignited amael-
strom of public outcry. Withan uncooperative Congress,
Obamatook the only road to getthe changes he promised
the American people; thatis, go back to the people.

Never in recent U.S. history did a president interact --
directly and indirectly -- with the American people than
Obama. He isaregular fixture in cable news, has his own
radiotalk program, and conduct town hall meetingsacross
America. Obamaisinvirtual “campaignmode” whichheis
very good at. And when Obama connects his program of
governmentwith what he promised the American people
during the campaign, how could he possibly gowrong?

But it is not easy for Obama. Being the first president of
African-Americandescent, he walksabalancingactona
tightrope with no safety netunderneath. He iscognizantthat
onemistake couldendhiscredibility and political future. And
there were several timeswhen he was teetering with one foot
ontheropeandthe otherfootintheairtryingtopreventafall.

Butonething thathe demonstrated whiletryingtoregainhis
balance was his coolness. He never lost hiscomposure. He
never panicked. And he demonstrated statesmanship inthe
faceofcrisis.

During one of his press conferences, a reporter asked
Obama what he thought about an incident in Cambridge
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where awhite police officer, Sgt. James Crowley, arrested
ablack Harvard professor, Henry Louis Gates, in hisown
home. Obamarespondedtothe racially sensitive incident
andsaid that Crowley had acted “stupidly.” That one word
--“stupidly” -- created a torrent of criticism from whites
acrossthe country. The Republican Party, sensingan open-
ingtodiscredit Obama, further fanned the whites’ emotion.
I wonder how the whiteswould have reacted if the president
waswhite?

Obamatook the brouhaha over hiscommentasan oppor-
tunity to take charge of the situation. He called Crowley and
Gatesand invited them for abeer atthe White House. Their
get-together, which was billed by the media as the “Beer
Summit,” wasapriceless publicrelationsvictory for Obama.
Once again, he proved that he has what it takes to be a
leader.

ButObama’sbiggesttestin hispresidency ishowheisgoing
tosell hishealthcare reformtothe American people? Smart
asheis, he knowsthat healthcare reformisabattle that has
been waged in decades past and failed each time. Sen.
Edward Kennedy, Sen. Hillary Clinton and several other
heavyweightsin Capitol Hill tried but failed. During those
battles in Congress, the sitting presidents didn’t take any
position knowing thatthey were threading on dangerousand
unpredictable waters.

Butthistime around, Obamatook the bull by the horn. He
facedthe powerfuland influential health insurance cartel who
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dug inaround Capitol Hill ready to fight Obama and his
DemocraticalliesinCongress. They’rewellentrenchedand
have a large war chest that would sustain a long and
protracted war with anyone who would imperil their foot-
hold inthe health insurance industry.

Had Obama continued hisuphill assault on Capitol Hill, he
would have lost the battle. The members of Congressarea
strange group of people. They would proclaimtheir loyalty
tothe presidentonly if the president had total control of the
situation. Simply said, aweak presidentwould be rendered
inutile ingetting his programs passed in Congress.

Anditisforthisreasonthatwhen Obamarealizedthatthe
House Democratsaren’tsolidly behind his healthcare re-
form -- due mainly to opposition from 52 conservative-
leaning Blue Dog Democrats -- he took his case to the
people. Andthe peopleare listening. He has brought the war
toabattlefield that he unquestionably dominates.

Hisinitial public sorties proved himright. The people were
soagreeablethathetriedvery hardto convince the audience
toattack his proposed reforms. He was confidentthathe can
argue his case before the people attending the town hall
meetingsandthe millionswatchingontelevision. Andthat’s
the milieu where Obama’s “mojo” -- or magic charm --
works best.

Themostcontroversial componentof hishealthcare reforms
came out to be “public option.” He argued that a govern-
ment-runinsurance would provide affordable healthinsur-
ancetothe47 million Americanswho don’thave any health
insurance and don’t have the means to buy insurance
coverage. Hesaid that “public option” would insure thatall
Americans can afford to buy insurance, arguing that the
health insurance provided by private insurance companiesis
beyond the means of poor Americans including the more

than six million Americanswho lost their jobs to the worst
recessionsincethe Great Depression.

Butpoliticstook over and the outcry against “public option”
turned ugly and nasty. The Republican Party became the
catalystfor dissentagainst “publicoption.” Suddenly,small
but vociferous rallies mushroomed in various cities. It’s
interesting to note that the people in these rallies were
virtually all-white. Makes one towonder whoare the people
orchestrating theserallies.

Recently, Obamasoftened hisstand on “publicoption.” He
said thatitis basically up to Capitol Hill to determineifa
“public option” should be included in healthcare reform
legislation. His critics were caught off guard. And in a
spontaneous outburst, they declared that Obamahas losthis
“mojo.” Butthetruthis, Obamajustdisarmed themwith the
onlyweaponthey had against healthcare reform.

With“publicoption”nolongerakey componentofhealthcare
reform, the criticswere leftwithnothingto fightagainst. Once
again, Obamaprovedthathe could easily take back control
ofthe debate onany issue.

Astohow healthcare reformeventually would look like is
now up to Congress. The Senate isagainst “public option”
and the House is for it. If both chambers pass their own
version of healthcare reform, then the two chamberswould
have to meet in conference to work out the differences
betweentheirbills. Whether “publicoption”istobe included
ornot, Obamawill win.

Sothe battle isback in Capitol Hill. Obamahas done his job
and he’ll just have to wait for the final product for his
signature. Onceagain, he hasshownthat he cantake the heat
withoutgetting burned, heisalwaysin control of the situation,
andheiscoolunderfire.



