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Leadership Not Determined By Age

NEW YORK, NY Sept. 2 (PinoyGlobal) - It is
reassuring to hear that Sen. Mar Roxas, president of the
Liberal Party, made the supremesacrifice: hegaveintothe
people’s loud clamor for Sen. Noynoy Aquino to be the
party’sstandard-bearer against the “trapos” thatare claw-
ing each other to be in the presidential race next year.
Without fresh untainted blood jumpingintothe arena, these
stigmatized politicianswill be leftalone fighting to be presi-
dent, leaving the electorate withno option butto selectone
ofthem. Thatwouldbeacalamityinnouncertainterms. The
nationwill surely fall fromthe frying pantothefire, culminat-
inginthe doom of our motherland.

Indeed, giventhe recentdeath of hisfamous mother, Cory
Aquino, the mounting public sympathy for her, canreally
toss Noynoy tothe heightsin hispolitical career. Bethatas
it may, credit still goes to Mar Roxas for yielding to his
bosom friend out of respect for the people’swishes. Italso
showsastute pragmatism.

Earlier, Roxaswas hell benton running for presidentunder
the banner of the Liberal Party he heads, until he developed
political savvy and exited out of respect for the electorates’
sentiment. Also, honor prevailed onthe scionofanillustrious
grandfather - the late Pres. Manuel Roxas and father Sen.
Gerry Roxas.

For Mar to bow out in favor of Noynoy is nobility of the
highestorder, nay, yielding hispassiontothe greater interest
ofthe nation. Thatismore than | can say of those aspiring
tobetheirparties’ presidential candidates despite alack of
qualificationto lead the nation, much less solve itsmultifari-
ousand complex problems.

Truetoourambivalence and suspicious nature, after clam-
oring for Noynoy to runfor pre sident the usual demagogues
came outof the shadows justto douse Noynoy’s chances of
being elected president next year, claiming that he lacks
experience and is too young for the highest office. Since
whenisageadebitforthe presidency when historyisreplete
with instances of great national leaders who scintillated as
saviorsoftheirnationsafter pullingtheir countriesoutofgreat
depressionsandcrises?

Youth has never been a negative factor for leadership.
Alexander the Great was justin his twenties when he was
consideredamilitary geniuswith hisspectacular warexploits
that nearly conquered the whole world. His legend is not
confinedtohimalone. World leaders throughout centuries
became great early in life. The late Pres. John Fitzgerald
Kennedywaselected president of the most powerful nation
intheworld, America, atage 42. Martin Luther King Jr.was
killed atthe age of 39 while atthe height of his leadership
abilities. And U.S. President Barack Obama himself is
virtually the same age as Noynoy. The list goes on ad
infinitum.

When I saw Noynoy with hismother, the late Cory, he was
very young, slimandwith pimples, too. Sometimes he was
seated beside me at the table. But you do not judge aman
as incapable of leading because of his youth. | already
mentioned that his father died young for his leadership and
convictions.

Noynoy has proven his intellectual prowess debating and
matching wits with senior senators in Congress. During the
death of his father and later his mother, both of whom are
national heroesinour country, he kepthissiblingsstrongin
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the midstof greatemotional crisis for the family. Why should
they hold hisyouth againsthim nowwhen people have even
elected clowns to make laws for us?

I don’thave to hammer onthe old complaint that we have
elected all sorts of characters in the government on the
whimsical basis of their glamour. The popular personalities
inpublicoffice today cannoteven showtheelectorateahigh
school diploma, letaloneacollege degree as Noynoy has.
So, who are these critics of the young Aquino kidding,

anyway?

Oncethey overwhelmingly elected Joseph “Erap” Estrada
president, withall hisacademic limitationsand who knows,
they may electhimagainifhisdream materializesinthe polls
0f2010. Nolide Castroisvice president, isn’the? Pacquiao
isour boxing idol, butnextyear he will surely transgressthe
barrier of being uneducated and become a member of
Congress where laws are theoretically made. Thatalone
shouldtell us how important fancy plays in choosingwho
winds up elected to office.

The people apparently wanttheir Congress or for that matter
the entire government to be a Mardi Gras of colorful
weirdoes. Now then, why should anyone care aboutage at
a point when so many have been elected to office who
because of incompetence are wasting people’smoney doing
nothing? Sincerity is paramountin leadership, whichisthe
hallmark of Noynoy’s persona, notaclown’s charismaor
the fame of asuper athlete.

Howwill Paquiao defend hisbillsagainstthe onslaughtofthe
logicofadversariesadroitintheartof debate and interpel-
lation, wheneveninjustadvertisingfor GMA TV he cannot
pronounce program—hesays “pograma.” lamaVisayan
too like him, but I will be damned if | call program,

“pograma.9 D llocanosthemselves, withtheir heavy accent
would notbe guilty of saying, “pograma.” Pacquiao’s faux
pacanonly beexplained if GMA TV’sscriptwriters want
himtobe funny. Butthatdoesn’t make sense. Why should
they converthimintoaclownwhenheisalready asuper star
inhisownright?

Noynoy'sadversaries disparage his potential of winningin
theelections by pointing to hisyouth asa liability. Thisplot
canricochetonhispolitical enemies. Ifyouask me, youthis
anassetbecause it stands for dynamismand idealism. But
what isimportantisthathe enjoysthe enviable reputation of
havingunquestioned integrity. Tothisday, notonestigmahas
blemished hispubliclife, unlike most of those aspiring for the
highest office withinthe people’sgiftwhoare knee-deepin
scandals, both in their private and public life. Noynoy is
virtually inaclass of hisownas Mr. Clean.

I know he isthe most logical and formidable presidential
timber inthe comingelectionsbecause heisthe only onewho
can claim to have both of his parents hailed as national
heroes. This means the nation is indebted to them. The
recentdeath of hiswell-loved mother (Cory Aquino), isone
of thestrongest factorsthatwill unequivocally catapulthimto
the presidency if victory isthe concern of his party.

An Aquino-Roxastandem s definitely invulnerably awe-
some, i.e.assuming the people wantgood governmentand
nota corruption-ridden administration vintage of the old
trapos’ wheeler-dealing performance in public office.

Go for it kiddos! Vote for the winning team - Noynoy
Aquino-Mar Roxas. It’sthe super strong tandem, and their
victoryisamelodramatic “pograma” towatchinnextyear’s
pollsastheyemerge victoriousdespite theiryouth. Long live
thePhilippines!



