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The

Philippine Popcorn

NEW YORK, NY September 11 (PinoyGlobal) - Eight

months before the presidential elections, candidates for the
highestoffice of the land are popping up like popcorn. People
are confused onwhoiswho: who isforwhomandwho is for
what? With so many candidates it is so hard for us to
comprehend what each individual aspirant stands for on
importantissues thataffect our country. It’salso scary that
some groups will useacamouflage technique, meaning they
willuse somebody withabetterimage and if they winthey can
continue with their evil doings. They will be a king maker
instead of aking, whenthey can no longer be king.

Here inthe United States, there are only two candidates after
the primaries, and the people have plenty of time to really
know their candidates and make awise choice, without vote-
buying. We will know through the media, like newspapers,
radioandtelevision coverage of their debates, their platforms
ofgovernment. Itisafairgameifyouthinkaboutit. Compared
to Lebanonwhere electionsare so expensive because voters
openly sell their votes from $500 up to $800, our country is
not farbehind, infactitisalready going inthatdirection.

We only have a very limited period of time to choose our
president. Let us therefore have guidelines based on the
important issues that affect our country, and whoever be-
comes president should work on them. Each individual
candidate shouldaddressthese issues during the campaign so
the electorate will be aware of their solutions.

These issues include 1) Good governance (corruption), 2)
Environment (infrastructure, pollution control) 3) Economy
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his own clinic which thrives until the present day.
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(creation of wealth, poverty aid and taxation), 4) Well-being
(accessto health care and security) and finally, 5) Education
(schools, textbooks and teachers).

Corruption: Agood presidential candidate should be clearon
whatheisgoingtodoaboutcorruption, whichstarts fromthe
very bottomwith the policemen going up tothe very top like
the president. Asofnow our countrymenthinkthatcorruption
isnormal because itisthe only systemthey seeand nobody has
been punished for being corrupt. Buthereinthe U.S. we have
comparisons. Sometimes we ask ourselves how come they
don’tdothisinthe Philippines, whenin America, governors,
senators, congressmen, mayorsandbusinessmenare fired or
jailedfortheirwrongdoings. InChinacorruptofficialsareeven
put to death, and mayors who use government funds in
gambling are sent to prison, while in the Philippines the
presidentgives moneytoour officialstogamblein LasVegas.

Corruptionstarts with the policemanwhoasks forahundred
pesosforatraffic violation instead of givingatrafficticketto
the offender, togovernmentofficialswhoreceive money from
special groupssothey can continue withtheirillegal activities
like jueteng, sabong and prostitution operations, to BIR
officialswho receive money from private companiestoevade
taxes, e.g. Lucio Tanwith hisTobaccoand Alcohol industries,
toregulatorswhoreceive bribe money from people whowant
tohave permitsand licenseswithout having tocomply withthe
regulationsand finally, to the presidentwho hasto travel to
other countries to receive money from a foreign company
having dealswiththe Philippine government.

Therefore, apresidential candidate should clearly state thatall
corruptgovernmentofficialsor private individualswill be dealt
withtothe fullestextentof the law just like howthe government
dealt with the protestors in the streets against the lavish
spending on presidential dinners in the U.S. They were
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kicked, hitwith clubsand putinjail.

Apresidentmust categorically say thatall government transactions should be in checks, not cash, so that there will be proper
accounting andapaper trail. There should be no more money inside brown paper bags givento officials.

Allgovernmentexpenses should be available onthe Internetin order for the people to know where their money goes. I1fwe
build afive-kilometer road worth five billion pesosand this isseeninthe Internet, thenthe people will neverallowit.

Peopleinvolved incorruption should be inanational data bank so that the electorate will know that their elected officialsare
honest. These are only a few of=2 Othe possibilities withinwhich we can check or minimize corruption.

Corruption caused the stagnation of our growth asanation. We have the resources, the people and knowledge on how to be
aprogressive country like Singapore, Chinaand Japan. Butbecause of corruption we are no different from Zimbabwe when
itcomestoeconomicdevelopment. Sen. Trillanes haswrittenavery good thesis on corruption. Although he cannotrun for
president because heisstill below forty yearsold andstill languishing injail, we can nevertheless use his ideas or advice on how
totackle corruption.

Wewill follow thisup withananalysis onthe environment, the economy, well-being and education in our nextissue.



