Please credit: _PinoyGlobal

PRESS RELEASE

Joe Mari Mercader . . .

PinoyGIObaI Online News
FILIPINO IMAGE MAGAZINE

SINCE 1987

WASHINGTON, D.C.

'Razor’s Edge

Joe Mari Mercader

NONOY MENDOZA, Editor & Publisher

2
P.O.BOX 40068 + WASHINGTON, D.C. 20016+ U.S.A,

Mailing Address
; i MEMBER: PNA
EMAIL: nonoymendoza@filamimage.com PhilippineNewsAgency

OFFICE: (202) 370-6446 + FAX: (703) 465-8708
WEB SITE: http://www.filamimage.com

Executive Editor

FILIPINO TIMES
New York-New Jersey

Noynoy Declares Presidential Candidacy

NEW YORK, NY Sept. 11 (PinoyGlobal) - Ifthings
shape up the way they look, then for once our people will
enjoy arespite fromthe ordeal of choosing the lesser evil
from among old fogies jockeying to be president of the
country. Thedawn of anew eraof dynamismand idealism
in a reformed government after 2010 is at hand. Sen.
Noynoy Aquino has finally announced his candidacy for
presidentwith Sen. Mar Roxas as his running20mate.

Thisisinspiring because beingwho heis,an Aquino, he has
only hisparents’ good name to protect, not friends’ diver-
sified businessand political interests. Noynoy iscommitted
to run the governmentwith afirm hand. With honesty as
indelible hallmark of his character the future of mother
Philippineslooksbright. Hisadministration would be stoic
againstthe usual shenanigans of Jurassic politicians notori-
ous for having evolved the culture of influence peddling,
corruptionand use of naked power as public servants.

The Aquino-Roxastandem canbeamagnetfor unification.
Itwould notsurprise thiscolumn ifformer Pres. Joseph Erap
Estradawilleventually jointhemalong with other aspirants
for president. With only a few months to go before the
elections, a united opposition is crucial at this moment
because the political climate is ripe for a change. Inthe
perception of the people anybody isanimprovement over
Madam Arroyo’sgovernance. Therefore, whomever she
endorsesreceivesakiss of death.

Butfirstistheagendaofunification. Itwill be futile tofight
the lone candidate of the ruling party withthe edge he enjoys
having the presidentbehind himwhilethe minority iscritically
divided with variousaspirants running for president. Pres-

ently, therearethree opposition candidates: Villar, Erapand
Aquino. Morewill soonsurface.

Even nowwe cannotdiscountthe possible entry of senators
Loren Legardaand Chiz Escuderowho like the three others
would just be paper tigers with all of them mixing up.
Divided, the oppositioncandidateswill critically marginalize
their own chances ofwinning. Gloria’s brand of politicsis
massive cheatingand vote buying when sweetwooing fails.

Consequently, the cleavage or disunity inthe oppositioncan
thwart their objective to change the government to one
responsivetoJuan de laCruz’sneeds. The Aquino-Roxas
presidential team is what the majority of Filipinos have
enthusiastically awaited. Ifthe military doesnotinterfere and
the Commissionon Electionsisimpartial inthe polls, then
nextyear’selection results will be D-Day for our people—
the birthofacorruption-free dispensation.

Daysago, Senator Roxas appealed to the nation “to share
the same outrage over the messwe are all in, the same way
we share the solution: clean, honest, selfless publicservice.”
Optimism propelled Mar to believe he can make the Liberal
Party “abridge for the forces of change.”

Meanwhile Noynoy has been takentotask by the demolition
team of Malacanang for being “unreliable.” Theyaccused
him of dilly-dallying to announce his intention to run for
president.

Thiswas odd. Of what concernwas itto themthat Noynoy
took his “sweet” time to reveal his intention to run for
president, whichisnowmootafter he declared hiscandidacy
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yesterday? Theirannoyanc e was weird because the young
senator’searlierindecisioneven bolstersthe chances of the
ruling party’s candidate. It seems Malacanang is the one
whistling inthe dark because Noynoy isunstoppable inthe
elections. The best GMA’s barkerscoulddoisresorttothe
psy-warthatheis“unreliable.”

They couldnotputitontheirthick skullsthat Cory’ssonwas
juststudying onwhich symbolic date to declare hiseagerly
awaited candidacy: September 11 — natal day of the late
dictator under whose reign of terror Noynoy’s father,
Benigno AquinoJr., was mercilessly shotinthe footsteps of
theairplane thatbroughthimhome; or September 21, that
flashesback bitter memories of loved oneskilled inthe dark
of nightor jailed with no hope of getting outalive with the
impositionof martial law. Eventhathasbeen changed by his
announcementtorun.

Butoverandabovethat, like hisreligious mother, the young
Aquinotrulywanted divine guidance before decidingtoseek
forthe presidency, lest he desecrates it with incompetence
and inadequate integrity. For that his political detractors
ridiculed hisretreatat the Carmelite conventin Davao.

Ifother candidates like to rushthe people it’stheir business,
but Noynoy did what he had to and that showed determina-
tion and leadership. The fact that even the League of
Provinces of the Philippines called foran urgentsummitto
devise strategies to deflate the tsunami or magic of the
Aquino name with the people, betrays the ruling party’s
insecurity.

Malacanang said thatPres. Arroyo is beside herself with joy
that49 governors out of the 80 provincial heads signified
solidsupportfor Defense Secretary Gilbert Teodoro,aman
Gloriaexpectsto protect her if he becomes president. She
isentitled to that hope butitdoes not license her minionsto
deride the chances of the young Aquino by slinging mud at
the senator. It’snotyettime to take off the gloves foramano-
a-mano, boys: the lastday of filing candidacies is November
30.

Inthisfight, the issues of youth and inexperience are irrel-
evant. We are in the threshold of enlightened freedom to
electthe right candidates for public office. Aslsaid many
timesover - youth stands for idealism and energetic leader-
ship. Gilbert Teodoro himselfis qualified to be regarded
viable presidential aspirantdespite his advantage of being
young. | have nothing against that. But the focal point for
changeinthegovernmentisleadershipandintegrity ofwhich
thisadministrationiscompletely bankrupt.

If both Noynoy and Teodoro end up protagonists in the
presidential contest the issues have todrastically be revised
tosomething more relevantand that would be leadership.
Buteventhatisnotvalidtoask justyet, suffice it that they
have the knowledge. Their intelligence should buoy them
fromtheslingsandarrowsthe office of president is battered
withdaily.

Aspresidentall he hastodo ischoose cabinetmembersand
bureaucratswisely. Theappointeesmusthelpto preventthe
ship of state fromsitting still ontroubled waters. Appointing
top officialsinthe governmentshould be done objectively
avoiding the usual pitfalls of cronyism. More importantly,
they should be menwith dazzling integrity, whichcombined
with their expertise should bringabout good gover nment,
the kind that President Arroyo has failed to provide.

Comparethe presidenttoa Toscanini, the famed maestro,
conductinganawesome orchestraof great musicians, sois
the president who sets the ship of state on course to placid
shores. Noynoy and Mar can make that wish come true.
With the exception of Noynoy’smother, we have longed for
good governance since dictator Marcos was deposed. Now
isthattime!

Thetwo favoritesenjoy unparalleled charismaand unblem-
ished integrity plusexperience. Noynoywas 12 yearsinthe
Lower House of Congressand several yearsasenator. Mar
Roxas was Trade Secretary, with an=2 Ooutstanding job
performance. He was elected senator with flying colors
where he has demonstrated total dedication for the cause of
the people as Noynoy has.

I canalmost predictthem elbowing out candidates with the
brazen audacity to plague Juande la Cruz with their malig-
nantbrand of leadership that has bedeviled our people for so
long so much sothatanomaliesand scandalous deals do not
sound as offensive anymoretothe masses. The presentcrop
of politicians hasunderminedthe sanctity of public office, no
ifsand or butsaboutit.

Aguinoand Roxas have the vital elements of idealism and
dynamismthattheir adversariesare bankrupt of. Equipped
with this, they will surely spark the needed reformsin the
government. Therefore, any presidential tandem pitied against
them would just be saber rattling in the p olls, they are
politically doomed!



