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Joe Mari Mercader . . .

Why Rock The Boat Mr. Estrada?

NEW YORK, NY Sept. 15 (PinoyGlobal) - Former
Pres. Joseph “Erap” Estradasaid that if the opposition has
one candidate he would support their standard bearer. It
was an infinit e lie. He never really meant to fulfill this
presumptuous demand. Allalong he harbored vindictive-
nessagainstthe Aquinofamily: Cory spearheaded the Edsa
Revolution of 2001 that ousted himand installed then-VP
Arroyo.

The people’s acclaim of Sen. Noynoy Aquino as their
deliverer fromthe quagmire of Pres. Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyo’smisrule should give himthe cue that Noynoy isthe
legitimate heirto Gloria’sseatin Malacanang. Undeniably,
theeuphoriaofJuande laCruzsprings from Cory’spassing.
Itfired nationwide sympathy forthe Aquinofamily. Beingin
the thick of politics, Noynoy isthe direct recipient of this
outpouring of love and sympathy from the people. Senti-
mentally they remember Ninoy’ssupreme sacrifice for his
profound belief that “Filipinosare worth dying for.”

Cory enormously endeared herself with the masses for
restoring democracy in the country. Both Ninoy’s great
sacrifice inthealtar of freedomand Cory dismantlingtherule
of the gun as she deposed the late dictator despite being
handicapped by the frailties of afragile young widow, sums
up to the euphoria that engulfs our people for Noynoy
whose parents have been immortalized in their hearts.
Hence, the magic thatacclaims Noynoy as the next presi-
dentoftherepublic, come May nextyear.

Whatisintriguing isthatdespite the young Aquino’sdisarm-
ing charismawiththe masses, still Erapishellbentonrunning
for president, whichwould only rock the boatand perpetu-
atethe brand of Gloria’s misgovernance through the puppet

thattakes over after her. Tell me whatmammal will do that
insanity, exceptatwofaced Janus?

He completely closed his ears to the electorates’ ecstatic
clamorfor Noynoy that came loudly after hisannouncement
for president, along with the huge approval rating 0f 63%in
the vote-rich provinces of Luzon. Sen. Manny Villar, who
usedtotopall the surveys, has dropped to far second with
apatheticscore of 21%as of thiswriting. Erap himselfisa
poor third onthe radar screen, with 15%-while Vice Pres.
Noli De Castro only gotameasly 8%.

Surely, no logical thinker expected Noynoy to get 100%
rating approval at this stage of the protracted campaign
period: thatwould be asking for the impossible. And if Erap
woulddemandso, he would justbe revealing hischarade, a
ploydrippingwithinsincerity. Clearly, the young Aquinohas
electrified the nation thatwants himto be the rallying figure
againstwhomever the ruling party’sstandard bearerisinthe
comingelections.

Ifallthatis notimpressiveto Erap itcould only be because
he was never sincere to join the opposition, least of all
support their candidate. The whole trouble with people
weighed downwithanextraneous personal agendatograb
the presidency at all costs, compounded by that germ of
destructive vindictiveness, isthatnothingisgoodenoughifhe
isnotthe central figure inthe elections.

Inthefirst place he was too cocky to make suchademand
when he hasbeen obscured by those five years he languished
inprisonforplunder. If I may ask, by whatimperial edicthas
he anchored the notion that he is the nation’s savior from
GMAwhenifwe gobyrating approval he isbehind inthe
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surveys by leapsand bounds? For sure he doesnot ownthe
mindsand feelings of the masses as he claims!

Tome, thatisrockingthe boat if he isnotdownrightlying
through histeeth about seeingaunited opposition. Or heis
senile, whichisnotfar-fetched, taking hiserratic mind into
account.

By far Noynoy Aquino isthe strongest presidential candi-
date. Thiscanbe gleaned fromthe attacks heaped on himby
allthe contendersand especially from Gloria’scamp. Erap
neverthelessisunmoved. Heisstill running because he says
he cannot support Noynoy, while contradicting himself by
admitting that Noynoy is honest. He has openly admitted his
bitter grudge against Cory and her loyalists, who caused him
hishorrendousnightmare.

He called the supporters of Noynoy the “civil
society” thatdrummed up the plunder charges againsthim
during hisimpeachment. This provesthe incontrovertible
fact that he can never reconcile with those who are inthe
opposition because they asked for his ouster as president at
the Edsa Revolution. Foronce heistruthful.

His hate is deep-rooted and his “candidacy” will
stumble onward. Hethinks he hasto make a point, and that
istoredeemhislost “prestige” if thereisany tosalvage from
themireitfellinto. Erap believesthat he was not guilty of
plunder, because he only accepted juetengtong fromillegal
gambling. Buthe ismute over Governor Chavit Singson’s
testimony during hisimpeachmentthat convicted himfor
plunder, that he delivered tens of millions of pesos to
Estrada.

Tofollowthe logic of Erap will be committing atravesty:

proceeding onaselective basisisano-noin law. Thusthe
fakery of Erap’spromise tosupportaunited oppositionfalls
flat onits nose. The yellow fever, which he abhors to the
core, depictsthe ground swelling for the young Aquinowho
iIssymbolized by the color yellow, whichwas hismother’s
favorite hue.

Poor Villariscrawlingbehind. Andhewill sink deeperifhe
insists on making Sen. Jinggoy Estrada his running mate.
Jinggoy only basks on his father’sname. Onhisown, heis
opaque inpolitics. Bothinthe Senateandasan actor he has
always been lackluster. And there are talks that Villar is
backsliding in20popularity because he has other bad char-
acterssurrounding him. Whatatragicend, if he loses the
elections for having the wrong company: tell me withwhom
yougoand I will tell youwhoyouare.

How then can he (Erap) not feel the impact of
Noynoy’s candidacy wheneven the probable lone candi-
date of the ruling party, who could be either Secretary
Teodoro, Metro Manila’s Fernando or De Castroare very
much behind Aquino in the surveys? But the opposition
should not be complacent, Erap including. As I said ina
previouscolumn GMA’sbrand of politicsisdirty: cheating,
vote buyingand intimidation.

Oh, William, how f arsighted you were when you
said in Hamlet, “Ifto do were as easy as to know what were
goodtodo, chapelswould have been churches, poormen’s
cottages princes’ palaces.” Words are cheap, especially
coming from callous politicians like Erap.



