Please credit: _PinoyGlobal

PRESS RELEASE

SINCE 1987

Joe Mari Mercader . . .

Pi noyG lobal oniine News

FILIPINO IMAGE MAGAZINE

WASHINGTON, D.C.

NONOY MENDOZA, Editor & Publisher

2
P.O.BOX 40068 + WASHINGTON, D.C. 20016+ U.S.A,

Mailing Address
¢ MEMBER: PNA =1 -
EMAIL: nonoymendoza@filamimage.com PhilippineNewsAgency

OFFICE: (202) 370-6446 + FAX: (703) 465-8708
WEB SITE: http://www.filamimage.com

Razor’s Edge

Joe Mari Mercader

Executive Editor

FILIPINO TIMES
New York-New Jersey

The Gloves Are Off Ahead Of Season

NEW YORK, NY Sept. 19 (PinoyGlobal) - The lastday
for filing candidacies inthe Philippines is November 30.
FromtheretoElection Day in May nextyearisthe campaign
period. Meanwhile, campaigning before November 30 is
illegalaccordingtothe Supreme Courtrulingupholdingthe
Commissionon Elections’ rule of thethumb onthisquestion.
I would be begging the issue tosay that this ruling is better
observed inthe breach than in the practice because many
campaign-overactive candidates have violated italready.

Aspirants for elective positions, including those
jockeying to be president, are already having a field day
indirectly wooing constituents withall sorts of gimmicks.
The rich candidates who are desperate on winning at all
cost, haveallegedly resorted to lending people money (P5,
000) usingthe insidious cliché “pay me back whenever” -
whichsimply meansforgetit, justremember meatthe polls,
suckers. Others use concessionsto getunwavering loyalty
inthe form of votes come next year.

Rabid politicians resort to character assassination
to downgrade prominent contenders, going as far as
exhuming personal scandalsandwashingdirty lineninpublic
to turn off their adversaries’ supporters. Sen. Noynoy
Agquinohasnotbeenspared thisdetestable dirtball rivalry of
diatribesand personal issues. Since he announced running
for president he has been subjected to intense personal
attacks, which ifwe adheretothe old saying thataripe fruit
inthe tree isstoned by those whowantto getitdown, then
he isthe strongestamong those visible inthe presidential
derby. Butbecause they cannot poke an accusing fingeron
himas being involved inany scandal that might smear his
reputation, the young Aquino’s potential enemies conjured
andembellished to ad nauseam atissue of stupid personal

issuesagainsthim. Their vitriol isunmatched.

Almost incredibly, those who want to demean his
potential as a leader belabor himfor not havingawife yet,
that hissister Kris Aquino decideswhatshoesand clotheshe
wears, thathe has no experienceandthatheisonlyaproduct
ofthe people’s sympathy for his beloved mother’srecent
death, (which they say will fizzle out months before the
elections), and that his political life basks on his father’s
martyrdom and his mother’s glory. But thus far the most
poignantissuesthey have castat him have turned outto be
duds. The sneeze of an effeminate cat overheating for
Sylvesterthe neighbor’s catgeneratesmore attention, out of
people’scuriosity at the prurience of suchagay feline.

Even the tenant-landlord problems of Hacienda
Luisitaowned by the Cojuangcos have beendumpedonthe
garbage can of Noynoy when he had nothing to do with
them. Hisonly connectionwith Hacienda Luisitaisthathe
isan Aquino. He had nothing to do with the reasonsitwas
notland reformed.

On the premise that each one has his/her own
individual mind, the law does not define the crime of the
husband as being that of the wife too, and vise-versa. What
more for a son, who has not run the family business, like
Noynoy. Besides, as he admitted on TV the haciendaisa
losing proposition and will soon be relinquished by the
family. Thatshouldsilence thisissue onceandforall.

On the matter of Kris taking care of her brother,
itisno concern of outsiders because it does not affect his
official functions. Itis natural betweensiblingsinaclosely-
knitFilipinofamily, who have beennurtured by their mother
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to love each other, taking care of the one alone in life.
Noynoy has no wife attending to his trivial chores. Why
blame him if his sister Kris wants to play mother to him?
Taking himtotask for nothavingawifeisanunpardonable
intrusion intohisprivate lifewhere nobody hasany righttome
ddle. Itis his sheer prerogative to enjoy a private lifeina
democratic society. Thisisso notwithstanding hisbeinga
politician.

To say that his phenomenal popularity with the
electorate issuperficial asitisanchored onpeople’sfickle
sympathy for hismotherisanegregious fallacy! Just what
time frame are we speakingaboutanyway? Issevenmonths
somicroscopicaperiodthatitwill warp our people’sdeep
sympathy for the late Cory they loved so dearly? Absurd!

By the way, when was Ninoy Aquino murdered,
wasn’tit 1983? Whenwas his fragile young widow Cory
elected, wasitnotthree yearsafter his (Ninoy’s) martyrdom?
Before that Cory was ju st a plain housewife with no
experience in politicsexcept playing the role of sweetand
devoted wife to her firebrand husband Ninoy, who was
thickly into politics. Yetwhenhedied, Corywas catapulted
tothe presidency againstthe ominousandawesome powers
ofadictator who did not hesitate to use his extreme powers
even against a lady opponent, but she nevertheless
surmounted himin 1986.

How then, could seven months fog the surging

affection inthe hearts of our oppressed countrymen for the
Aquinos? Noynoy’senemiesare justconsoling themselves
withthe scenario of fictionwhenthey know full well that the
torch ofthe presidency will soon change hands to Noynoy
in tandem with Sen. Mar Roxas, which by and large is a
dynamicduo of change. Forget itdaydreamers, your fantasy
isarecipe for defeat, it’satrick the mind plays onadying
man.

Ifthe sentimentfor Ninoy lasted three yearsafter his
death to make his young, inexperienced and apolitical
widow (Cory) president, does itnot stand to reason that the
same publicsympathy for her passingwillholdontothefinish
lineafewmonths from now, for her son Noynoy? The public
isnotasfickleashisadversarieswanttobelieve. Itisaninsult
toascribe thisnonsense to the people’sundying sympathy
for Coryand Ninoy, which hasrolled overtotheirson. This
very sympathy will see himthroughto victory on Election
Day.

Our people may have their faults. “Being poor” is
oneofthem, butspiritualand moral bankruptcyare not. They
will vote Noynoy-Roxas come May nextyearevenifitisout
of love for Cory and Ninoy. The importantthing is that the
governmentwill go into the hands of morally uprightscions
ofillustrious parents, because the real issue inthiselection is
INTEGRITY!

Theabovescenarioisreal, notfiction!



