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SINCE 1987

The Doctor Is In

Agquino Fever

NEW YORK, NY October 2 (PinoyGlobal) - Duringthe

time of the late Pres. Marcos the people united to elect a
simple housewife to lead the country. Thiswasthe people’s
referendum againstthe dictatorial regime. I wasthere when
Corazon Aquinodeclared civil disobedience againstthe gov-
ernmentof Marcos at Luneta Park attended by three million
people. Iwasthere duringthe EDSA revolution facing the
military tanksandtear gas. | wasthere duringthe elections
guarding the ballots for Cory Aquino, watching closely where
itgoestobesureitwill notbe lose intransit.

Now we have asecond wave of Aquino fever. After
Cory’s death last month, the popularity of her only son,
Noynoy, rose tremendously. I tried my besttobeamongthe
millions of people who emotionally support Noynoy for
president, butmy conscience dictates otherwise. He suffered
alotthat cannotbe denied. In fact, he was only 23 years old
whenhis father Ninoy wasassassinated. During the Honasan
coupagainsthismother, hissecurity guard waskilledand he
himselfalmostdied20fromfive bulletsthathithim. Uptonow,
onebulletisstill lodged inhisneck.

He never gotmarried because most probably since he
isthe only man inthe family, he musthave played the role of
father taking care of hismother and threessisters. Thereisno
doubtabouthishonesty and heisnotextraordinarily weak like
the other peopleinpolitics. Thesearequalitiesand virtues not
many politicians possess. However, being ason of the presi-
dentorhaving Aquino for lastname ontop of being honestand
humble, in my opinion, isnotenoughto be president of the
country.

Dr. Erie Agustin graduated in Medicine at the University of the
East in 1980. From 1984-1988 he was a Rural Health Doctor in
Pangasinan. He came to the US in 1988, and was an ER doctor at
Wyckoff and Parkway Hospitals for many years. In2003, he opened
his own clinic which thrives until the present day.
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Right now we don’t have a dictator Marcos as our
adversary andweare fighting the rampantgraftand corruption
ofthe presentadministration, which isnot much of adiffer-
ence. Theway | seeit, these very same people who belong
to the Mafioso or tree of corruption are looking for a new
ninong to continue undisturbed with the corrupt practices.
They needaNoahwhowill look atthe animalsridingin his
boat. Senatorsand congressmenwho benefited fromGMA’s
generosity are now his friends. Foreign Secretary Bert
Romulo, afavorite lapdog of Gloria, isnow swimming faster
than Michael Phelpstowards Noynoy’sboat. Sen. Panfilo
Lacson, who is being implicated by Mancao in the Dacer
killing, supportshimnow.

Sen. PresidentJuan Ponce Enrile, notoriousforillegal
loggingand denuding our forest, is showing his support for
Noynoy by grilling Sen. Manuel “Manny” Villar Jr. Andthisis
what I am scared of - that we will be back to square one if
Noynoy becomes our president. | also need to see astro ng
leadershipinhim.

When he decided to run for president he wanted a
millionsignaturesandthree daysof retreattodecidetorun. He
isavery cautious person butsometimesacautious personacts
late. We need a dynamic and decisive individual with an
independentmind.

Our country istired of politicians being elected for
their popularity. Children of politicians, actors, mediamen
and sportsmen were elected before and experience has
showed thatthey were not best suited for the elective positions
they landed. Now let us look at the other presidential
candidatestogauge their qualifications.

Letusstartwith Sen. Manny Villar Jr. Manny isaself
made man. He can relate with the poor people because he
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startedasone, his parents were seafood vendors, not president of the Philippines. He became Speaker of the House and Senate
Presidentduring his 20 yearsin politicsand the only other gentlemanwho was able to achieve that feat was Sen. Jose P. Laurel
Sr. Although hisintegrity isquestioned inthe C-5deal, hisaccusers Senators Panfilo Lacsonand Jamby Madrigal have retracted
theiraccusations. Whatawaste of government fundsandtime to investigate anaccusation that was politically motivated from
the outset.

Villarisaneconomistand hisvisionisto setup the Philippinesasaplace to work so that our people will not have to
travel abroad looking for jobs. He said that children will not be worried anymore in seeing their parents only during special
occasions like weddings, death in the family, and graduations because they are working abroad. He also gave small loans to
poor people forwhich hiscritics castigated him inthe media, but none of the poor people criticized him.

I believe insmall loans because I myselfwasable to barrow P2, 000 during my medical days. | used the money to printing
T-shirtsand buy and sell textbooks to my classmates. My cousinsick of U.S. life wentback to the Philippines with $300. With
Sears catalogue and from Marcy’sasewing machine pattern, he wasable to create athriving business. He isnow the number
one producer of blazersinthe country.

Anursewho could notmake itto Americais now making nurses’ caps and suppliesall over the world. Villar himself
started withonly P10, 000 buying second hand gravel and sands truck was able to establishabillion dollar real estate in the
Philippines. Hewanted the Filipinoto beanentrepreneur just like the Chinese and the Japanese and not justaregularemployee.

Heisalsoagreen person. One of his obsessions isto provide cleaner water and preserve our forests. He does nottalk
much; he speaksinalowandapolitical manner. But he easily connects with simple people. I believe that he will be the best
personto lead thiscountry.

Inmynextcolumn Iwill dothe same of giving the qualitiesand virtues of Sen. Chiz Escudero, Metro Manilaadministrator
Bayani Fernando and Defense Secretary Gilberto Teodoro.



