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Kudos To Nonoy's Ultimatum

NEW YORK, NY Oct. 02 (PinoyGlobal) - Not many
people, for that matter, even publishers, writers and so-
called concerned citizenswould challenge the powers-that-
betodotherightthingwhenallaroundisdeath, sufferingand
disaster plaguing the nation. Complacency isusually the last
refuge of ascoundrel who is afraid to shake the foundation
ofhiscomfortable life by calling on powerful peopletolisten
to the cry of the poor masses to rescue them from their
wretched condition caused by the unbridled wrath of Mother
Nature—tropical storm “Ondoy.”

It takes unflinching moral courage to call on the
presidentwho isknownto flex her muscleswith the help of
sycophants inthe cabinetto intimidate citizens that do not
conformto the way the governmentisrun. Togetherthey
imperviously mute the puny cry of redressand grievances of
our beleaguered Juande la Cruzwhose plightisdueto the
excesses of the government.

This iswhy I am passionately fired by the splen-
didexample of moral conviction of Pinoy Global Online
publisher Nonoy Mendoza who willfully risked his hard
earned respect from the government for having to deliber-
ately provoked the conscience of Pres. GloriaMacapagal-
Arroyo - to confront the prevailing crisis in the country
caused by the unbridled rage of typhoon Ondoy.

Anyone similarly situated would not dare tell the
government, much lessthe presidenttodotherightthingin
the nation’s hour of calamitous events, lesthe or she is hit
backed by the powers-that-be. Dante once said: “The
hottest spot in hell is reserved for those who in great
momentsof moral crises maintaintheir neutrality.” Indeed it
iseasy toplay possumwhen you are not personally affected

with fortuitousevents.

Conversely, itisdoubly asacrifice tobe concerned
and do somethingor at leasttry to ameliorate the sufferings
of victimswhenyou canhelpasNonoy did recently - calling
onthe presidenttobe equal tothe challenge facing the nation
after Ondoy’sdevastating visitonour shores.

Thus I am overly anxious and eager to join with
Nonoy and hisbrilliantproposal to Pres. GloriaMacapagal-
Arroyoand her family and administration: thatthey roll up
theirsleevesand get personally involved with helping the
victims of tropical storm “Ondoy”, and that her Cabinet
members give up 20% of their considerable net assets to
stormreliefefforts.

Nonoy’s plausible suggestion is so lucid and hu-
mane. Otherwriters followed suitand asked the presidentto
look after the hungry victims of Ondoy, instead of using her
usual gimmick of paying lip service to help. Remember
madam thatastitch intime savesnine: doyour level best for
our people. Now isthe time.

Hopefully, corruptofficialswill goasfarassharing
20% of theirill-gottenwealth to the victims as suggested by
Mr. Mendoza. Maybe, through this kindness, they could
reinvent their image in the eyes of God and the suffering
masses.

I know this is a big sacrifice for public officials
whoenjoywallowingintheirill-gotten money suchthattoso
much asdeplete abit of their assets isunthinkable. Butthis
isperhaps their firstand last chance to mend their ways to
ingratiate themselveswiththe suffering victimswhose plight
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ispartially if notsolely the cause of their unmitigated corrup-
tion, their unrestrained abuse of power and greed for money.

Nonoy’sideaisso ingeniousthat | reached outto
congratulate him fromthe moment I read it. Politicians are
forever makingashowofaidingdisaster victims, butNonoy’s
insightsawthrough the PR-like nature of thisruseand called
the President onthe carpet: that she should getdown inthe
dirtforawhile and help the poor herself with her own two
hands!

Theinternational mediahas carried onabout how
wonderful itwas for GMA to have her chef cook gourmet
food for flood victims on Malacanang’s grounds. This
undertaking smacks of PR and political spin, andraises the
questionof why members of the poor publichadtobe nearly
killed by aflood before they were so invited.

And of all things, why gourmet food? Given the
critical situation plaguing Juande laCruz thiswasunrealistic
ifnotabsurd! Thestarving victims of Ondoywereinnomood
todiscriminate onwhatthey ate. They would have beenjust
asgrateful with tuyo, galongong, plaingulay and hotrice.
They could care less for fillet mignon, T-bon steak, paella,
callus, embotido, etc., whichgourmet food is only for the
gods. Ridiculous!

What Gloria really needs is to actually spend an
appreciableamountof time among the victims herself, and
then people will be affected inaway thatwill not disappear
inthe nextmedia-reportcycle.

AsNonoy’samazing analysis pointed out, atruly
meaningfuland non-political humanitarianmove on her part
would have the additional and paradoxical benefit of also
working politically! The people would20truly hail Gloriaas
a hero from this day forward because of her saint-like
devotiontoworking hands-onamongour sufferingones, like
the saint-kings Edmund or Louis IX of old.

Inone fell swoop Gloriawould then redeem herself
ofall the chargesof corruption and human rightsabuses that
have been made against her and her administration. And
simply because she had the humility to get personally down
among the poor forawhile!

Indeed, the sight of Gloria tending the wounds of
little children who were nearly killed by the storm would
inspire her owngovernment, and lead Cabinet membersto
be willing to follow Part 2 of Nonoy Mendoza’s plan. Let
themdo penance before God and the people for their sinsin
public office by serving the people in the way Nonoy called
for, by sacrificing partoftheir networthinaway thatwil I not
hurttheir own comfort, butwill definitely make ahistorical
impression onthe people.

May Gloria and company follow Nonoy’s sage
advice. Butall the rest of us must do the same aswell, and
contribute whatever we can to the relief funds being col-
lected for our suffering people. Long live the Filipinosand
our beloved Philippines



