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The Day Of The Jackals

NEW YORK, NY Oct. 20 PinoyGlobal) - Asusual, the
preliminary comes prior to our main issue. Thunder is
brewing in the political front and predictably the Palace
tenant is the diva orchestrating the legal drama in the
Supreme Court (SC). Atty. Romy Macapinlac, whoisa
tutaof madam Gloria Arroyo, spearheaded apetitioninthe
SC to stop the Comelec from imposing the ruling that
cabinetmemberswhoare running for public office nextyear,
shouldresigntheir positions.

The petitioner argued in the high court that
candidatesare notunder obligationto resigntheir jobs until
the period of campaigning starts after they file their Certifi-
cate of Candidacy on November 30. | cannot divine the
rationale of why they would wanttowangle afewmore days
inoffice, whenthatwould notmakeabitof difference unless
something isrottenin Denmark.

Willthey exhaust the service oriented resources of
their respective officesto enhance their chances of winning
inthe elections? Will those few days fromnowto Novem-
ber 30spellthe difference between victory and defeat? The
wholeenchiladaishighly unlikely anditstinks, to boot.

Sure they will scrape the bottom of the barrel for
the leeway of afew days. But isthe nitty-gritty of itto loot
their officesand abscond with the booty? From theambigu-
ity of the hidden purpose we cansurmise asinister plot. Oh,
yestheir legal arsenal will appear formidable but there will
be nothing basically congruent with fairness to political
opponents.

Fromthe foregoing the electorate should be aware
by nowthatadministration candidatesare already predis-

posedto lessthan ideal intentions, and therefore should not
be trusted with elective positions that have a fixed tenure.

And now onwith the main course. Asearlyasmy
firstyearsonradioandtelevisionasapolitical commentator
back home,  always feltelated when listeners reacted tomy
viewsevenwhenthey disagreed with me. Theircomments,
goodor bad, were euphonicto my ears because they proved
I had listeners: that was highly encouraging forabudding
broadcaster like me back then. Tothisday I sportthe same
mania: interaction from the public is a good chart in my
ledger.

Accordingly, in my long years as a self-imposed
fiscalizer (aword coined by Filipinos to mean - acritic of
publicservantsgoingawry); I encountered some individuals
whotried tobe smartalecks by disagreeingwith meatevery
turn. I have been called a harbinger of negative issues that
irked their ears and sparked bad feelings in their hearts,
which I'took inthe spiritof sportsmanship. | respected their
contrapuntal views though many were puerileand downright
stupid.

Nevertheless I hitback saying, read my lips: with
your frame of mind itseems ithas not occurred to you that
wittingly or unwittingly you have assumed the attitude of a
rampaging pitbull outto mangle orwaylay someone who is
tryingto help our beleaguered compatriots. Accusing me of
being negative does nothold water; it’s utterly preposterous
givenmy underlyingwell-meaningintention.

One crucial angle was ignoring the reason for my
beef (fight), which was not with the government but with
corrupt officials. Those who took issue with me were
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shooting fromthe hips. Championing the cause of the nation
iscommendable notcondemnable astheir violent mental
disposition presupposed.

Truth to tell, I merely embellished the issues to
impactonour readerstheerror ofelecting recalcitrant venal
politiciansto office. Onthetheory that once bittentwice shy,
people would know thenwhatto do with scalawags seeking
forelectionand this was to cast their names in the dustbin.
Pretty much thiswas the message of my commentariesthen
and columnstoday.

If crusading against corruption is evil then I am
wicked. But I beg to differ because noble intentions are
shibboleths of goodness and can never be accursed with
sordid motives.

Thereisnothingwrongwithbeingacritic. Whatis
wrong is misleading the public to be prejudice against
honest-to-goodness critics whose consuming desire isto
protectthe welfare of JuandelaCruz, notthe selfish interests
of politicalanimals.

Ironically, those comedians who vilified me are
themselves rabidly judgmental underscoring their unwar-
ranted bias against the freedom of the press. Their convic-
tions gyrated where the pot of gold under rainbow was,
depictingthe unreliability of their “principles.” Thatmore or
lessexplainsthe folly of their critique against well-meaning
journalists.

I have come to the conclusion that my detractors
merelywanttosay, “Hey people, lookatme, lam Ms./Mr.
Elite who exudes refinement, and | am so sensitive that |
cannotcountenance negative language againstanybody, be
heacorruptpublicofficial or Mr. Cleanhimself.” Fine. But
whatwould the world amountto without fiscalizers? Forthat
matter, isitnot conclusive thatagovernmentwithoutany-
body checking onits performance is bound to be abusive,
because power is maddening? History is replete with in-
stances of despotsand tyrantsborn out of licentious govern-
ments.

What is worse, a critic that checkmates on rotten
people occupying government positions, or cowards who
close theireyestothe infernal ravages of poverty because
they donotwanttoread or hear negative things like ostriches
burying their heads inthe sand whenthere isdanger? The
calamity of itallisthat they even have the temerity toenjoin
othersto follow their despicable example of cowardice.

Thishypocrisy, whichisriddledwithirresolution, is

anargumenttoabolishthe mediaasawhole since bad news
isprinted in newspapers, heard onradio, disseminated on
televisionandthe Internet. Butshould we abolish the media
togiveintothe distorted minds of afew?

Whatwould life be without press freedom? Democ-
racy will merely be apaper tiger; itwill noteven prance like
a horse marching in the streets. If with the Constitution
guaranteeing our rights, still those freedoms are boldly
trampled upon or violated by the very guardians (public
officials) of those rights, what more if they were nonexistent,
jettisoned by scoundrels inpower? Whatever our problems
now, withoutcriticsthey will be dwarfed by the miseriesthat
will cascade onthe people if corruptofficials continuetorule
the country.

My officious faultfinders are confirmed cowards!
Disagreeing with me, on the guise that they cannot stand
strong language, is the height of hypocritical cowardice,
more sowhenthey pretendto comeas gurus or pedagogues,
which is the refuge of a jackal. | am not intemperately
swinging backatthemwithoutreason, butifthere isanything
I hate “kiligto the bones” itis hypocrisy. My retaliation is
fraughtwith rightful indignation.

Thisispreciselywhy I salute Sen. Consuelo“Jamby”
Madrigal who has foughttoothand nail, hammerand tong
former Senate President Manuel “Manny” Villar Jr. until
now, forillegally inserting P400 million into budget for the
now notorious C-5 road extensions that benefit his property
in the area. That puts Villar on the list of undesirable
presidential wannabes, inmy book.

Infact, Jamby used the very statement of a Senate
official,acertain Adriano, who admitted inthe investigation
that he wastold by Senate President Villar to order the staff
toincludethose anomalousinsertions. Jamby’snaked cour-
ageshowsthatshe hasthe solid balls of Pacquiao, fighting the
Goliath Senate President at the time. Expectedly, it cost
Villar his lofty position because soon after he was removed
as Senate President.

Like I said in a previous column, my task as a
media man or call it molder of public opinion, would be
considerably sweetandeasy if I just played the violinfor the
powers-that-be instead of bird-dogging them. Criticizing
corruptofficialsisevenmild. Thereisaschool ofthoughtthat
ifthe government failsto serve the interest of the people itis
therightofthe citizenstorevoltto change thatgovernment.
I neverencouragedthisviolentupheaval because I believe it
unwiseto burnthe house justto kill amosquito.

The infirmities in the government can be cured



withtheelection of candidates withoutblemishestotheir integrity. Sen. Noynoy Aquino Illisinthe forefront of those running
for presidentasaman of integrity.

Modesty aside, justas I have critics so do I have supporters who feel grateful that | take the cudgels for the poor
because the elite conveniently play dumb for selfish motives that mightimpinge with their personal interests. Butonthe other
hand, wouldn’titbe grossly wrong to be unmoved by the miseries that our people suffer when hunger and poverty stalks
the nation?

Onsome occasions | had readers kissing me unabashedly in Filipino restaurants and in the few parties | attended,
making me feel lamascuteasarolly-polly Chinese babywhose sliteyesdisappearwhen he smiles. Of course, these instances
areisolatedandevenrare, butthey nevertheless happened which disputes those who begrudge me for the “negative” I write
about, accordingtothem. Againthey overlook the fact that I am just forewarning the people sothat they are forearmed. Hasta
lavistaamigos.



