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By Perry Diaz

Sacramento, California

Arroyo-Ampatuan Unholy Alliance

SACRAMENTO, CALIF., Dec. 2 (PinoyGlobal) - The
gruesome and barbaric massacre of at least 57 unarmed
civilians, including 27 journalists, shocked theworld and left
people wondering ifwhathappenedwasan ominoussign of
thingstocome. The bloody carnage in Maguindanao could
sparkviolencethatcouldengulfthe entireisland of Mindanao
into the bloodiest political and clan warfare never before
seeninthe history of the country. The whole situation could
only bedescribedas “extremely volatile” which could cause
atotal breakdown of lawand orderand throwthe regioninto
chaosandanarchy. Indeed, November 23,2009, will long
remain as a day of ignominy in the annals of Philippine
politics.

The following day, President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo
declared a state of emergency in the provinces of
Maguindanao and Sultan Kudarat. Arroyo’s presidential
assistant for Mindanao Jesus Dureza told the mediathat the
scope of the state of emergency “will allow the government
and military theauthority to prevent lawlessnessand further
political violence.” However, he said thatitdid notinclude
suspension of the “bill of rights” or writ of habeas corpus.

A few hours after the imposition of a state of emergency,
Durezawenttothe Ampatuan residence in Shariff Aguak to
meetand confer withthe Ampatuans. Itwas attended by the
clan’spatriarch, Maguindanao Gov. Andal Ampatuan Sr.,
and histwo sons, ARRM Gov. Zaldy Ampatuanand Datu
Unsay town mayor Andal Ampatuan Jr. who wasaccused
of leading the 100 armed men who slaughtered the 57
victims.

Criticizedfor hisunusual visitwith the Ampatuans, Dureza
defensively saidthathe merely told the Ampatuansaboutthe
creationofthe Crisis Management Committeeand aboutthe
investigation. Healsosaid thatthere was nodiscussionabout
the accusation against Andal Jr. But shouldn’t he instead
have invited them to meetwith himatthe police stationas
normally would have been the case?

What Durezadid was akinto US President Obamasending
hisassistantto meetand confer with Mafiadons, after they
have slaughtered their enemies, to inform them that the
governmentwas investigating them for their involvementin
the massacre. Why the unusual “special treatment” ac-
corded the Ampatuans?

Two days later, Andal Jr. surrendered to Dureza. He was
flownto General Santos City where he was met by no less
than Justice Undersecretary Agnes Devanadera. The meet-
ing had the aura of a visiting dignitary with Devanadera
shaking Andal Jr’shand. He was thenescorted by Dureza’s
menwithout handcuffs. Criticized for notdoinga “standard
operating procedure” inhandcuffinganarrested suspect of
acrime, Durezaexplained that the keys of the two handcuffs
his men had were lost. If he thinks that anybody would
believe that, he’swrong. But that just shows that “lying”
seemsto be the government’s “standard operating proce-
dure.”

The following day, two disturbing news articles were re-
ported. The firstarticle, “Palace says Arroyowon’tcutties
with Ampatuans,” was reported by Christian V. Esguerra
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and TJBurgoniafromthe Philippine Daily. Thereportsays:
“President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo ismaintaining her ties
with the powerful Ampatuans despite their expulsion from
the ruling party and the filing of multiple murder charges
againstone oftheminconnectionwiththe Nov. 23 massacre
ofatleast57 people in Maguindanao province.”

Arroyo’s spokesperson, Lorelei Fajardo, further said, “I
don’tthink the President’s friendship with the Ampatuans
will be severed. Justbecause they’re inthissituation doesn’t
mean we will turnour backs onthem.” Fajardo wentas far
to cast doubts that the Ampatuans were involved in the
massacre whenshetold the mediathat “itdoesn’t mean that
theyarenolonger ourfriends, ifever they indeed committed
thecrime.”

Whenreminded by reporters of “howthe Ampatuans helped
ensure Ms Arroyo’sdisputed victory over opposition stan-
dard-bearer Fernando Poe Jr. in 2004, and how they
deliveredanastonishing 12-0sweep in Maguindanao for the
administration’ssenatorial ticketin 2007,” Fajardo said that
Arroyo’sroleasPresidentshould be viewed as “separate”
fromherfunctionasapoliticalally of the clan. Inmyopinion,
the presidency isapolitical job and the president’s actions
arealwaysinfluenced by political considerations. They are
intertwined likea Gordian Knot.

Thesecondarticle, “Ampatuanswon’tcuttieswith Arroyo,”
was reported by ABS-CBN. The report says: “In an
interviewwith ABS-CBN, Autonomous Regionin Muslim
Mindanao Gov. Zaldy Ampatuan said he was very hurt by
thearrestof hisbrother, Datu Unsay Mayor Andal Ampatuan
Jr., forallegedly masterminding the massacre last Monday.”

Ampatuan said that he alsowas offended by the statements
of Lakas-Kampi CMD standard bearer Gilbert Teodoro
and the decision of the Lakas-Kampi leadership toexpel the
Ampatuans fromthe party. “They didn'teven consult us.
They just expelled us from the party without asking any
questions,” hesaid.

Andinanakeddisplay of power --and arrogance -- he said
that “despite the expulsion, his family remains a staunch
supporter of the Arroyoadministration” and thathe issetto
“meetwith President Arroyo to discuss problems faced by
several Lakas-Kampi candidatesinSulu.”

Evidently, notwithstanding the magnitude of the horrendous
massacre of which members of the Ampatuan clan were
suspected of having perpetrated, President Arroyo didn’t
distance herself from the Ampatuans. Instead, she further
reinforced their strong friendship and alliance. The gory
spectacle of 57 brutally slaughtered civilians -- many of
whomwere raped, beheaded, and mutilated -- would have
caused Arroyotoflinchandimmediately sever her personal
and political relationships with the Ampatuans. Thatwould
have been the right thing to do for a president of a country.
Instead, she sentasubtle butclearsignal thatheralliance with
the Ampatuansremainsstrong... and perhaps, stronger.

Butwhy didn’tshe divorce herselffrom heralliance --oris
it“unholyalliance?-- fromthe powerful Ampatuanclan?ls
she scaredthat if she abandoned them, they would retaliate
by unraveling the “secrets” of how they helped her winin
Maguindanao in 2004 and deliver a 12-0 sweep of her
senatorial candidates in 2007? Thatwould certainly opena
canofwormsand could cause a political stormthat would
destroy her politically and further tarnish her checkered
image beyond redemption.

Andsince sheisrunning foracongressional seat -- unop-
posed -- representing Pampanga’s second district, Arroyo
needs the Ampatuans when she vies for the Speakership of
the House of Representatives next year. And if she suc-
ceeded inchanging the form of governmenttoaparliamen-
tary system, shewould be inapositionto become the Prime
Minister. Thatwouldtruly beaMachiavellian feat.

At the end of the day, for as long as Arroyo continues to
pursue her dream of reigning for yearsto come, she would
notlether political alliesdown, come hell or high water.



