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By Perry Diaz

Sacramento, California

From Hopelessness to Hopefulness

SACRAMENTO, CALIF., Dec. 22 (PinoyGlobal) - A
survey conducted by Pulse Asiaon October 22 to 30,2009
showed that 86% of Filipinos look forward to the year “with
hope” whileseven percentwill face the year “with apprehen-
sion” andanother seven percent “without hope and without
apprehension.”

By contrast, last year’s survey showed that 78% looked
forward “with hope,” 11% “with apprehension”and 11%
“without hope and withoutapprehension.”

In2007, the survey showed that 84% looked forward “with
hope,” 9% “withapprehension” and 7% “without hope and
withoutapprehension.”

In 2006, the survey showed that 85% looked forward “with
hope,” 8% “withapprehension” and 6% “without hope and
withoutapprehension.”

In 2005, the survey showed that 70% looked forward “with
hope,” 20% “withapprehension” and 10% “without hope
andwithoutapprehension.”

Looking back at these figures, it makes me wonder what
were the factors which caused people to exude optimism
thatthey would be better off the following year?

Let’stake alook atthe eventsthat happened ineach of the
previous fouryears:

In 2005, the country was rocked to its foundations with the

exposure of the “Hello Garci” election cheating scandal and
other anomalies that almost ejected President Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo fromthe presidency. Fortunately for
Gloria, butunfortunately for the country, former President
Fidel V.Ramosandthen Speaker Jose de VeneciaJr. -- like
the Lone Ranger and his sidekick, Tonto -- came to her
rescue justas she wasaboutto flee from Malacafiang to join
her husband Mike and son Mikey who left earlier into self-
exileinthe U.S. Gloriasurvived her crisis butthe country was
never thesameagain.

In 2006, the scandals settled down alittle bit providing the
people with some relief. They thought that the worst had
happened and that things were going to get better. But it
turned out that 2006 was the lull before the big storm to
come.

In2007,amidstthe “economic boom” loudly trumpeted by
Gloria, the people’s mood changed from optimismto pes-
simism. “Hope” slid down 1% below the 2006 mark. Itwas
the yearwhenthe ZTE-NBN scandal erupted whichimpli-
cated Gloriaand Mike for allegedly receiving huge “advance
commission” -- or kickback -- from Chinafor the approval
ofthe multi-milliondollar project. Itwasalso the yearwhen
Gloriatriedto “sell” the Spratly Islandsto China. Itwasalso
the yearwhen Gloriatried tosell huge tracts of agricultural
lands -- which s forbidden by the constitution --to China.
Itwasalso the year when Gloriawas exposed by Gov. Fr.
EdPanlilioforbribing congressmenandgovernors. Indeed,
itwasthe year when Gloriaearned the ignominioustitle of
“Most Corrupt Presidentinthe History of the Philippines”
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andthePhilippines’ distinction asthe “Most Corrupt Coun-
try”inAsia.

In2008, “hope” wentdown by 0.6%. And what could have
been the factor that caused “hope” to slide down? What
cametomindwas Gloria’sincessantattemptsto perpetuate
herselfin power beyond 2010. And the “economic boom”
that Gloriatouted in 2007 burst like aballoon full of hotair.
The hangover fromthe previousscandal-riddenyearhad, in
my opinion, caused the highest percentages, 11%each, for
“without apprehension” and “without hope and without
apprehension.” As a consequence, it caused the lowest
“with hope” percentage, 78%, since the “Hello Garci”
scandal in 2005. Indeed, it was the year when the people’s
optimismwas doused withthe cold reality of hopelessness.

Butthisyear, “hope” dramatically increased toits highest
level since Gloria came to power. Why? In my opinion,
former President Cory Aquino’s death brought to the con-
sciousness of the peoplethe idealsthat she and her martyred
husband Ninoy Aquinostood for. Strangely, theevil Gloria
was juxtaposed to the saintly Cory inthe people’s minds,
thus putting Gloria in a bad light. Like a bad karma,
everythingthat Gloriadid rubbed the people thewrong way.
Andtomake mattersworse, Gloria’sexpensive dining spree
at the pompous Le Cirque restaurant in New York City
while the country was mourning Cory’sdeathinfuriatedthe
people. They perceived Gloriaascallously insensitiveand
disrespectful of Cory.

Itdidn’ttherefore comeasasurprise thatrightafter Cory’s
burial, a popular clamor began for Cory’s only son, Sen.
Benigno “Noynoy” Aquino I11,torunfor president. Spon-

taneously, Noynoy became the symbol of hope... and
change.

Afternineyears of Gloria’s presidency, the thought of her
stepping down from power nextyear gaveaglimmer ofhope
that next year might be better than the previous years.
Indeed, the survey has manifested that hopelessness has
givenway to hopefulness.

With the presidential elections coming upin May 2010, the
people will have a rare opportunity to elect a leader --
amongstthe eightcontenders--who could deliverthemfrom
the corruptregime of Gloria.

Butthe people need to use their heads this time and vote for
the candidate who has acompassionate heart for the pow-
erlesspoor, notforthetraditional politicianswhoglibly make
the usual promisesand buy their votes foraday’s meal.

Indeed, nextyear could bring forth the change that would
improve the people’s lives, not the Charter change that
Gloriafutilely pursued to perpetuate herself in power. It
could be the year whenthe people can begintotruly enjoy
the abundance of their patrimony and the product of their
labor.

May the spiritof Christmasenlightenand guide the Filipino
people ontherightroad to peace and prosperity nextyear.
It’stime for the people to seize the momentand transform
their lives from a decadent state of hopelessness to a
promising future of hopefulness.



