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By Perry Diaz

Sacramento, California

The ‘Garci Boys’ and the 2010 Elections

SACRAMENTO, CALIF., Jan. 5 (PinoyGlobal) -
According to most accounts, the rigging of the 2004 and
2007 elections --whichresulted inthe election of President
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo and the 12-0 sweep of the
administration’s senatorial slate in Mindanao -- was the
work of the “Garci boys.”

In 2005, wiretapped conversations -- the “Hello Garci”
tapes -- between Gloriaand Virgilio “Garci” Garcillano
revealedthe extentof Garci’s fraudulentwork toensure that
Gloria won the presidential election in 2004. Garci was
caughtontape taking orders from Gloriawho ordered him
tomanipulate the votessoshe’llwinby morethanonemillion
votesover her opponent.

Inan article written by Sheila S. Coronel, she described
Garciasanexpertinelectionfraud. She wrote: “Garcillano
wasanelectiontechnocrat, acareer bureaucratwith special-
izedskillsinaspecificsphere ofgovernment. Theseskillsare
invaluable for the efficientadministration of elections. But
they can also be used for more sinister purposes. As the
‘Garci’ tapesrevealed and asthose who know himwell say,
the commissionerwasamaster fraud operator who used his
knowledge of election laws and procedures, hislong field
experience, and hisextensive network of contactstorig the
vote infavor of President Arroyo, Senator Robert Barbers,
and a few other local politicians. ‘He was the plotter for
electoral fraud, the overall supervisorand commander in
chief,” saysa Comelec official who asked not to be named.
‘He wasworking forGMA.””

Garci commanded asmall band of operators who did what
he told them to do. They’re known as the “Garci boys.”
Although Garciwas forced out of Comelec after the scandal
was exposed, heandthe “Garciboys” were unpunished. In
fact, the “Garci boys” were rewarded -- they were pro-
moted to higher positions.

Among those whowere promoted were: Rey Sumalipaoto
Regional Director of the Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao (ARMM)which coversthe “hotspot” provinces
of Lanao del Sur, Maguindanao, Sulu, Tawi-Tawi, and
Basilan; Renato Mabutay Regional Director for Northern
Mindanao covering Misamis Oriental, Misamis Occidental,
Camiguin, Bukidnonand Lanao del Norte; Francisco Pobe
to Asst. Regional Director for the Caragaregion; Renault
Macarambonto Chiefofthe Comelec’selectionandbarangay
affairsinManila.

In2006, inapressrelease issued by Senate Minority Leader
Aquilino“Nene” Pimentel Jr., he said, “the rewards being
giventotheseelection operatorsconfirmed publicsuspicion
that Commission on Elections Chairman Benjamin Abalos
conducted moromoro or farcical investigation of these poll
officialswhowere mentioned inthe “Hello Garci’ tapes.” It
wasargued that the “smoking gun” evidence cannotbe used
because itwasawiretapped conversation and, therefore,
illegal. Thus, Garci escaped indictment by technicality and
Gloriagotaway with stealing the presidency.

Pimentel said that “the promotion of election officerswho
hadahandin 2004 poll cheatingand failureto prosecuteand
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remove them from office means that the machinery for
cheating remainsintact for the 2007 polls.” Yes, indeed.

In the 2007 elections, the “Garci boys” became more
powerful in their high-ranking positions. The whole of
Mindanao was under their “absolute” control. And once
again, they did what they do best, manipulate the election
resultsto favoradministration candidates.

KontraDaya

,anelectionwatchdog, reported: “Therecently concluded
pollsagaindemonstrate apattern of massive, deeply-rooted,
systematic fraud and violence rivaling those in previous
elections. Theonslaughtofcheating, threatsand intimidation,
brutality and bloodshed, could have beenworse had it not
beenfortheeffortsofavigilantcitizenry, themassmediaand
various pollwatchdogs.” Further, itsaid: “Whatisarguably
thesingle mostglaringexample of systematicand wholesale
cheatingistheresultoftheelectionsinMaguindanaowherein
astatistically improbable 0’ vote countwas recorded for
non-administration senatorial candidatesamidstseriousal-
legations of disenfranchisementand fabrication ofelection
documents.”

Onceagain, the “Garciboys” gotaway with cheating.

InOctober 2009, thirteen“Garciboys” -- including relieved
ARMM Regional Director Ray Sumalipao -- were charged
with criminal violationsand subjectedtodisciplinary actions
connectedtotheelectionanomaliesin2007. Their casesare
now pending before the Comelec. Some Comelec officials
credited Jose Melo --who took over the chairmanship from
the disgraced Abalos -- for the revival of the cases. How-
ever, justice seemsto be moving too slow.

Melo, inanattempttoallay fearsthatthe “Garciboys” would
onceagainrigthe 2010elections in favor of administration
candidates -- particularly presidential candidate Gilbert

Teodoro--gaveassurances thatthe “Garciboys” would not
be allowedto participate in nextyear’selections. He said
thatthe 13 *“Garciboys” currently under investigationare
being kepton “floating status.”

Melosaidthathe isconfidentthatthe “Garciboys” would not
have the chance to manipulate the election results because of
theimplementationofthe Automated Election System (AES).
“Everythingwill be automated, untouched by humanhands.
They could no longer do anything about it. They cannot
invade all the machines. Many will lose their sideline,” he
said.

Inapressrelease Pimentel issued last December 28, 2009,
Pimentel “urged the Commission on Electionstoneutralize
the so-called *Garci’ boys who were involved in fraud
operationsinpastelections particularly those holding sensi-
tive positions in the Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao.” He decried that the “Garci boys” who con-
spired with Garci in the massive "dagdag-bawas" (add-
subtract) operations inthe 2004 elections have remained
unpunished and many of them have even been promoted to
higher positions.

Contrary to Melo’s assertion that nobody can invade the
AES machinestodotheir “dagdag-bawas” manipulations, it
can be done and done so without paper trail -- only the end
results. Like any other automated system, regardless of the
application, AESwillonly performwhatitis programmedto
do. And ifthe system programmerswere bribed to program
AEStodo certain things based on certain sets of codified
instructions, then the results would be favorable to certain
candidates.

Inthisage of automation, the nextgeneration of “Garciboys”
mightbe unlike their “dinosaur” predecessors. They could
be high-tech specialists who know how to manipulate
numbers atthe touch of the keyboard.



