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Travesty: The Ampatuans Are Loaded With

Alibis

NEW YORK, NY Jan. 05 (PinoyGlobal) - Filipino
Timesishappytoannouncethatithassuccessfully launched
its Internetforum. Inallmodesty we can say thateventhough
filipinotimesonline.comisbarelyamontholdyetour patrons
are increasing by the thousands weekly all over the world.
Thisblastoffinreadershipand viewersisawfully inspiring.

E-mailsare flooding inour main office to the delight of our
staff that puttheir bestin the job.

Youcanalso listentomy livecommentariesand those of Dr.
Erie Agustininourweekly forumatfilipinotimesonline.com,
which can be accessed through Mosilla fox fire in your
computers. The issues we discuss are changed every Sat-
urday. Filipino Times’ andits forum’seffectivenessisdueto
the dynamism of our young publisher Mr. Manny Agbanlog
who is a fierce advocate of intrepid journalism. Manny
motivates hiswriters’ steadfastness in fighting corruptionin
the government, constantly urging them to stand by our
principleswhatever the consequence.

Thecolumnof Dr. Agustinand yourstruly canalsobe read
atfiliamimage.com—aprestigiousmediainthe Internet. The
famous filamimage.comisalegend for its crusading spirit
and fearlessnessto expose anomaliesanywhere they mani-
fest. Significantly based in Washington D.C.—the citadel of
democracy — it has been around for over two decades
already. Itisunderthe batonofitsindomitable publisher Mr.
Nonoy Mendoza—agentlemanwhoadheresto the concept
that publicofficialsshouldatall timesbe menofintegrityand
honesty or they have no business being in publicservice.

So if Filipino groceries, stores, bakeries, restaurants and
other designated placeswe supply Filipino Timesrun out of
copies you can always go to these Internets to read our
columnsandthe latestnews.

Lastly, I appeal tothe friends of Nonoy Mendozato pray for
him. He has been seriously sick for a while now. Your
prayersandkind thoughts, for this media giantwho served
hisreaderswith devotionand courage throughthe yearsis
entitledtobe onhisfeetstrongand healthy. May he recover
soon to continue his messianic crusade for good govern-
ment, which isthe same mission Mr. Agbanlog has pursued
since hetook to publishing Filipino Times. Both publishers
fightagainst predatory wealthand predatory poverty. God
blessthem.

Travesty

From day one of theirarrest the people knew that soon the
Ampatuan brotherswould be roaming around again scot-
free. Itseemsthisis not far-fetch. Under the Constitution
theytoo haverights. Their “airtight” alibiswould make the
prosecution an exercise in futility: a waste of time and
people’smoney ifthey are acquitted. These scions of that
murderous clan (Ampatuan) do notdeserveamelodramatic
climaxaftertrashing our governmentinthe eyesof theworld
asabananarepublic.

The author of the most heinous Human Rights violations
nowadays, Mayor Andal Ampatuan Jr., isatthis very minute
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desperately trying to exhaustour justice systemtoextricate
himself from the hell he gotinto by imploring our courts for
hissalvation. How brazen can be when only last November
23heviciously violated the law by mercilessly killing inno-
centpeopleinhisturftoboosthisegoand political foothold?

Obviously, he has been nurturing a deep rooted grudge
against journalists because nowhere in the world were
dozensof working mediamenmassacred inafitofeuphoric
anger. Andtothink thatthe perpetrator was no lessthan the
mayor of Datu Unsay town who could not accept that
anyonewould dare challenge his candidacy for governor - it
was too much for histowering ego!

Havingsettheexample ofshooting the journalistshimself, the
lunatic mayor ordered his private army to finish the job.
Among them were policemen in uniform who took him
literally and liquidated the victims with the murderousinstinct
of hardened criminals. The spectacle mocksat our justice
systemthatallowstherichestpollo loco (Andal Ampatuan
Jr.)toshield himselfagainstjustice by using the law, which
hesohorriblyviolated. Withthe clan’sill-gotten wealth, he
hired prominent lawyers to protect his “rights.” What a
farce!

Whenthe Department of Justice (DoJ) took the case, Justice
Secretary Agnes Devanaderainsinuated of atremendous
pressure being weighed downonDoJtobeeasy ontheelite
killersand mastermind/s. The questioniswho could possibly
have the chutzpah to coerce Justice Secretary Devanadera
to tiptoe on eggshellsin handling this case that smacks of
inordinate notoriety?

Itis no secret that Malacanang and witnesses (hired, co-
erced or intimidated) have collectively corroborated withthe
allegations of the Ampatuan brothers who said in their
affidavits to the Justice Department that during the savage
carnage they were away from the scene of the crime. The
victims are now 59 and only God knows how many were
actually killed onthat day of infamy in Maguindanao.

Mayor Andal did not spare Jimmy Pal-Ak Cabillo who
beggedfor hislife atthe same time reminding hiswould-be
assassin thatthey were friends. Justthe same, the live wolf
turned mayor shothimincold blood. Thus validating the
truismthat “Man iswolfto man,” which means he cankill
even friendwithoutremorse, inthe same manner thatawolf
killsitsownkind propelled by its destructive instinct.

Most of those accused are brothersaside fromthe patriarch,
Governor Andal Sr., who plotted the crime with his son
AndalJr.aday before the massmurders. ARMM Governor

Zaldy Ampatuan has also been charged. With himare his
brothers Anwar, Sajid Islam and their cousin Akmad. One
afterthe other claimed innocence. Naturally, with money,
power and connections alibis can be fabricated. Zaldy, for
one, hasan “airtight” alibi. Hewasin Malacanangatthetime
ona“medical mission” andalsohadan “audience” withthe
president when the massacre was consummated, he says.
Sadtosay, hisallegations were corroborated by a Palace
spokesperson. Didn’t | say the Ampatuans have CON-
NECTIONS?

Theiralibismay appear unshakable butitdoes notfollowthat
merely because they were away when the massacre took
placethey are innocent. One can be guilty of acrimewhen
he consentstoitorobstructs justice by hissilence. Thereare
other factorstoo that can shatter the veneer of analibi. An
eye-witness or witnesses debunking their claim with incon-
trovertible proofsisone. Eyewitnesses came outalready and
gavetheir testimonies before the National Bureau of Inves-
tigation (NBI) and DoJ.

Curiously, all of the accused had the temerity to denounce
the Justice Department of prejudging them, whichisreally
unfounded. In the first place the opinion of DoJ is of no
moment because it will just prosecute the cases. Itisthe
presiding judge who renders a decision based on hard
evidence and the witnesses will be grilled and crossed-
examined by the best defense lawyers, money can pay. So
whatisthe problem?

Ifthey are convicted they can go to the court of appeals. If
their convictionsare upheld, there isstill the Supreme Court
tofallback. Inacriminal case the element of doubt works
infavoroftheaccused, in case they forget. Alawyeradroit
enough can establish doubt with his courtroom savvy.
Besides, iftheyarereally innocent, justicewill be ontheirside
regardless of public opinion or DoJ prejudging them, the
majesty of the law prevailsintheend.

Guilt complex made the Ampatuans afraid of their own
shadow. Nobody has pre-judged them it’sjusttheir halluci-
nationeatingthemup. Andal Jr.’seuphoriaof havingkilled
the wife of hispolitical enemy is Pyrrhic because he toowill
gethisdue inretributive justice after the wheels of justice
stopsspinning. Mayor as he is Andal Jr. should have known
thatmurdering journalistsisnever discreet, more so because
he did not spare the womenwhose genitals he shot like an
insane maniac. Heandthose cutthroats with him must suffer
the consequences of their rank inhumanity!

Whatever harsh judgment Andal Jr. and his co-accused are
meted, itwould only be poetic justice —an eye foraneye.



After the hearing the courtroom should be fumigated lest
those whowere inside withthemwould gettheirevil instinct
by osmaosis.



