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Electing Someone for His Money Is Treason

NEW YORK, NY Feb. 05 (PinoyGlobal) - Life ends
whenwe do nothing over things that matter. Andevil they
say, triumphs because good mendo nothing. But I willdomy
level besttoringthe cat’sbellstowake up our apatheticand
lethargic compatriotsifit’sthe lastthing I will do inthis life.

It appears Noynoy Aquino’s lead is dropping fast and
Villar’sisonthe upward swing, accordingtoasurvey paid
from the war chest of the latter. That is if a survey of a
thousand people constitutesan infallible factor, visavisthe
90 millionthatcomprises our entire population. The paid
survey, like hisadsinthe media, was made totickle theego
of the perennial tailgater (Manny) to Senator Benigno
“Noynoy” Aquinolll.

However, if by amacabre twist of fate the candidate with
money wins, then our people deserve to suffer the govern-
mentthey get. Itwill only prove peopleare notworthdying
fornor pitied because they are confirmed masochists: lovers
of pain, misery and hardship. It would justbe adéjavu if
money will prevail over integrity inthe elections. Once our
people fought Dictator Ferdinand Marcos but soon after
overthrowing him his cronieswere restored to power by the
sheerforce of theirill-gotten wealth. Thishappened because
corruptionmoney washed away the masses’ sorrows suf-
fered under martial law. The wherewithal warped their
memoriesand benumbedtheir sensibilities.

Bongbong Marcos himself (the late dictator’sson) isnowa
staunch political ally of Villar apart from being one of the
senatorial candidates under his party. Thisshould giveusan
inkling that the pervasive influence of Marcos’ cult still
lingersonwithvenomandgrudge, evenasitgivesasasneak

preview of the embattled senator’s political orientation as
seen by the company he keeps.

Yetif we gotothe nitty-gritty of things, what they gotwas
palliative relief for soon after they were again hungry and
angry against the corrupt “trapos” of Marcos. So tell me
something new. Frankly, lamtired of our people’stouch-
me-not hypocrisy. If they wantto dig their owngravesthen
they are freetodoso. I’ll justdo my thing for the country.

Andnow backtothe present. Toavoid the tsunami effect of
the long awaited guilty verdict on his presidential run,
Senator Manny Villar Jr. took to the floor of the Senate the
other day. People thought he would finally put to rest the
controversial C-5issue after clarifying hisrole in the mess.
He did nothing of the sort. Hisdefense inthe name of “honor”
was a dud as expected of a culprit who has no defense
excepttomislead the public with atissue of liesand hotair
rhetoric haranguing his colleagues inthe Senate.

Evidently, histruncated privilege speechtried hardtosound
indignantto impress the gallery more than itmeantto bring
outthetruthregardingtheillegal of insertion of newfundsin
the budget, failed to put across his message because the
decentelements of the country are not buying.

Throughouthismonologue there was nothing that proved his
apathyto participate incommitting the felony except tasking
the public’smindwithlameandvainexcuses. Ifany, blowing
hishornmagnifiedthe validity of the chargesagainsthim. The
fed up electorate and notthe recipients of his indiscriminate
dole outsthat mutethe truthand misledthe gullible, will judge
himinthe polls. Flooding the country with paid advertise-
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ments on radio and televisions, as well as the massive
billboards portraying him as a do-gooder (Johnny come
lately saint), isfutile for if people stay putontheir desire to
have an honest president for a change, his presidential
aspirationisbound for the dustbin.

Lincoln’s laconic remark way back is applicable to the
insertionartistsenator: “You canfool some of the peopleall
ofthetime, andall of the people some of the time, butyou
cannotfool allthe peopleall of thetime.” Itwasbad enough
that during the hearings of the Committee of the Whole,
which he disdainfully referred to as a Senate “zarzuela”,
appealedtohimtoappear oratleastsend hisaffidavitgiving
hisside so thatthe committee could decide judiciously, but
he stoically refused to attend the hearings.

He must be abeliever of the adage that the safety of manis
inthe guarding of the tongue. He forgetsthat conversely,
nobody won an argument in silence. In fact, in his case,
silence meant yes because the evidence and testimonies
wereincontrovertible. . .theyvividly showedhisguiltbeyond
doubt.

In his sophomoric repertoire he said “that he was con-
demned without the benefit of a fair trial so he decided to
steer clear ofthe “zarzuela’ disguised asinvestigation.” For
awhile I thoughthe mimicked liars who are wontto use this
over-abused line to gain mercy from the courts, but his
adamantattitude achieved nothing because the people are
back tosquare one of doubting hisintegrity.

Despite being palpably clear that he cowered during the
investigation, he still had the gall to say “My silence is not
cowardice.” According to Rep. Satur Ocampo who re-
versed gearsone day after urging himto face the musicand
confronthisaccusers if he has not violated the law for the
sake ofhishonor, said Villar refused to dignify the investiga-
tionbecause he feared he will be disrespected. Doesn’t fear,
metaphorically speaking, meanone and the same - coward-
ice?

Thebeleaguered lawmaker also said referring to hissilence,
“Itis non recognition of this court.” This is a convenient
excuse of one who cannot give the right answers for the
corruption he committed.

Villar just went into a lot martyr posturing but never ad-
dressed the issue. An innocent manwould instantly raise
Cainindefense of hismaligned honor and rattle off against
the unpalatable innuendoestainting his reputation.

With tongue in cheek he said he did not pocket the P200
million appropriated for the C-5 road extension project
when his political enemies knew that the Department of
Budgetand Managementhad noteven releasedtheamount,
andevenifitisreleased itwill notgoto my pocketbuttothe
Department of Public Works and Highways, and | do not
evenknow the project contractor.”

Hey, hey, waitaminute, your litany proves nothing. Inthe
firstplace if you pocketed the money thatwould be stealing
andyou know the consequence for stealing. Butitdoesnot
mean you did not know the potential worth the road
extension would be to your real estate properties when it
zigzagsonthem. Their priceswill skyrocketovernightasin
facttheydid.

Mr. Senator, being recipient of the road extension project
doesnotmeanthatyou have to knowthe contractor. So long
asyour propertiesaredirectly benefited you have nothingto
worry. Youmay even feignignorancestill itdoes notalter
your game plan so long as the Public Works proceeds with
the road extension projectinaccordance with the specifica-
tions. Thathasbeenwell established during the investigation
thatbuttressed the guilty verdictonyou.

Regarding the P200 millioninserted funds notgoing toyour
pocket, again it does not have to do that acrobatic somer-
sault; suffice itto say that itwould benefit your properties.
Ask your own former senior vice president and general
manager of Adelfa Properties Inc. Anastacio AdrianoJr.
who testified to that effect in the Senate hearing. Categori-
cally, he pointed tothat probability before the Committee of
the Whole.

Why were you conspicuously absentduring histestimonies
whenyou could have interpolated or grilled Adriano to your
heart’s contentinthe hearing? Who knows you could have
elicited thetruth from himthatyou had no participationinthe
illegalinsertionifyouarereally innocent. Why did youabsent
yourselfMr. Villar?

The guilty verdict was based on 900 pieces of evidence,
accordingto Senate President Enrile. Villar only made the
dramaoftakingtothe floorto portray himselfasthe martyr
whenitwashewhomangledhisown “reputation” by refusing
to answer investigators. Does not silence means yes? Or
wereyou justafraidto perjure because that will expose you
tocriminal prosecution.

Justwhen the sessions were aday away fromadjournment,



andthe guilty finding by the committee was going to be taken up the next morning, which could have beenacoup d’ grace
tothissordid affair (C-5anomaly) starring then Senate President Manny Villar Jr., he decided to deliver his privilege speech.
Stillitwas of no significance because his speechwasagrotesque dud...apack of prevarications, sound and fury, emoting
indignation over hisviolated “honor” (whenthere is none to speak of) and the monotone charade went on until he dashed
forthe doortoavoid being interpolated by his peers.

Inhindsight, itisonthisissue that he fellas Senate President. His vice presidential candidate Sen. Loren Legardaherselfvoted
with the majority to oust him precisely because itwas very clear that he deliberately inserted new funds into the already
approved budget, which at the risk of being repetitious was illegal per se. When he finally decided to speak itwas only to
condemn his peers.

Hisweird answer was going into an orgy of survey buying that made the results too vulgar to the citizenry who has caught
up with the symphony orchestrated by him. The trend of the results is almost too uniform to be realistic. Impartial and
independentsurveysare never thatuniformed inresults.

Asaconsequence, thisso-called survey results have gained the notoriety politicians are regarded by citizens these days.

Yousee Mr. Villar playing martyr does notbecome you with the brand of GUILTY plastered in your forehead!



