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Reactions Are a Good Gauge for Readership

NEW YORK, NY Feb. 17 (PinoyGlobal) - Letmebegin
by reminding our readers thatthiscolumnand my commen-
tariesarereadandseen live inour filipinotimesonline.com.
Iamjustasecstaticgoing liveat FT’sonline forum, justas
I was full of euphoriathat I literally jumped with alacrity to
joinPinoy Global Online through the invite of its publisher
Nonoy Mendoza. | knew then that I would have built-in
readers around the world, hence, my columns at
filamimage.com.

Althoughwe have juststarted filipinotimesonline.comtwo
monthsago, | am beside myself with elation after getting
riveting reactions fromviewers. Predictably, some e-mails
are sweet; othersareabithostile and are anonymous. But
I am not perturbed because reactions are agood gauge for
readership. Thanks to FT’s novel modality —
filipinotimesonline.com.

I admitbeing unabashedly delightedto see the marchingtide
of viewersof our online forumeachtimethey click towatch
us. Thismeanstheywould be reading our analysis of the hot
issuesraging inour beloved motherland and formtheirown
conclusions properly informed. Perhaps after readingusor
hearing our discussions online they will notbe unwittingly
hoodwinked or mesmerized anymore by the demagoguery
andtheatrics of candidates who drawn the electorate with
nauseating propaganda, tissues of liesand hypocrisiesabout
theirundying love for the poor masses, which by and large,
isnothing butempty and selfish protestations!

Oneof myviewersonlinee-mailed Filipino Timesexpress-
ing hisdisgust over my live commentaries. He was vehe-
mently agitated because | consistently attack Sen. Manny

Villar Jr.for his lack of integrity and gall of trying to buy the
highestoffice of the land with hismoney. Itdoes not sitwell
tomy taste that on the first salvo alone Manny has already
proven he cannotbe trusted, amisfitto head our beleaguered
government.

Morethanever, nowisthetimethatthe presidency demands
for ample integrity from the president; anybody who is
tainted withanomalies or misadventure in public office, is
unacceptable. The nation cannot take chancesanymore: our
people have suffered so muchalready. To beginwith Villar
was found guilty by the Senate Committee of the Whole
regarding hissinister role inthe infamous road extension
project notoriously known asthe C-5insertion scandal.

Our faceless online pen-pal wentberserk merely because |
echoed Lito Banayo of Malayainthe Philippines, who said
that the NP presidential bet is in reality GMA’s secret
candidate for president. | detailed the tryst he had with the
Arroyos lastyearwhen Gloriawenttogoto Egyptand Syria
whilethe Villars flewto Spainuntil contactwas made for their
rendezvoussomewhere inthe Mediterranean.

My irate listener hastily accused me of being Sen. Noynoy
Aquino l1I’s propagandist justbecause l attack Villar more
often than I sneeze on his chances of winning despite his
vulgar splurging towinthe presidency. Herightly observed
that | oftentalked highly of Noynoy’sunmatched integrity,
but not in the regularity he implies. And I say it only to
emphasize thatthe issue in thiselectoral process ishonesty
and integrity not how callous or how much of atrapo you
have becomeasapolitician, least of all how much you pay
foravote.
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Butalterall said and done, I welcome his testy disposition
withthe understanding thatpoliticsishighly volatile. People
are polarized towhomever they are enamored with inthe
political arenaand woe unto anyone who demeans hisor her
choice for president. Well, lam notone whowill rue the day
because I firmly believe such and such a candidate is a
nemesistothe people’sinterest.

I would like to take advantage of this opportunity to say that
we invite this kind of reaction so long as it does not
deteriorate to personal insultsand mudslinging. Objective
discussionswith factsand figuresare healthy calisthenics for
our fledglingdemocracy.

Onthe other hand I would be the last personto encourage
acritictopersistwith hisdistorted ideathatamapropagan-
dist of Noynoy or anybody. His acid rebuke against my
“Another Conjugal Dictatorship?”which I discussed online
isoff-tangent. lwantitclearly understood that l am not like
someone who allegedly organized a Noynoy Aquino for
President Movement in the narrow confines of her swank
apartmentin Manhattan, demanding fees fromwould be
members for | know notwhat she and her cronieswould do
withit. I donotclaim being in contact with neither Noynoy
noram | his propagandist or that this newspaper is one of
young Aquino’s propaganda machineries in continental
America. Nosiree!

Whilemy critichastherighttolampoonmeinthespiritof fair
play, nevertheless it does not follow that he can entertain
misconceptionsabout me or Filipino Times. Does he have
proofthat | am hired to hype the senator inmy columnand
livecommentariesor thatthis paper hasadirectpipelinewith
Noynoy or acontractto supporthis presidential bid? lam
sure my e-mail pen-pal does not for truly there is none.
Anyone with integrity is my candidate, he could even be
Cachopoy or Pungal will endorse himifhe ishonest. But
I doubtif Villar can passthe grade. End of story.

Supporters of President Arroyo are optimistic of her be-
coming Speaker of the House of Representatives after the
elections. Some solons of the ruling party are like mocking-
birdssinging that GMA will be the next Speaker. According
to them 100 Lakas-Kampi-CMD incumbents seeking re-
electionare sure winners, notto mention cabinet members
running for Congressintheirdistrictswhowillalsoemerge
victoriousinthe nextpolls. By implicationthey meanthatthis
cabal of solons will form the solid phalanx of GMA’s

speakershipbid.

Candidly though, hypingthis probability isoverkill. Could it
be their insecurity makes them whistle inthe dark to dispel
thatbogey causing trepidationintheir hearts? They should
be confidentthat Madam Arroyowill steamroller heradver-
saries for the premier position in the House. With money
nothing isimpossible. Without money ambitionsare mean-
ingless. For their peace of mind however, the required
numbers for her to snatch the speakership will not be a
problem: GMA bringswith heraload of wherewithal to pay
off skeptics and mercenaries who brazenly auction their
supportfortherightamount.

Nothingwill stonewall LaMadam from grabbing the premier
post in Congress once she is in. Gloria prepared for this
eventuality 10 yearsago: she piled upincredible amounts of
logistics while she was president via massive corruption,
whichispublicknowledge.

We had a sample of her bravado to subvert people’s
principles. In a breakfast conference few years back she
lavished congressmen and governors with fat envelops
containing P200, 000 and above to the over one hundred
congressmen and governors who were invited. It was to
make sure they would mute the impending impeachment
againstherin Congress by inaction. And likeadocile lamb
hererstwhileblindally then Speaker Joe de VVeneciadoused
the uproar to oust her into sepulchral silence. Therestis
history; the impeachmentdied anatural death.

Onthespearkershipboutshe literally holds the aces: money
and power. | would not be exaggerating if | say she is
underwriting the candidacies of many who pledged to
supporther inthe showdown atthe House. Andwinninga
congressional seatin Pampangaisnotaproblem because
that province isconfirmed Arroyolandia. Justbearinmind
that poverty stalks the country. The majority of our people
are hungry. Money is the antidote or panaceato all their
miseriesand Gloriahastheseassetsatherbeckandcall. In
fact, she isawash with them. Need | say more?

Corruptionisrampantinthe governmentbecause politicians
who are in power see to it that our people are perennially
strapped inabject poverty. Withthe meager crumbs coming
fromtheir stolen fortuneswhich they throw to our hungry
masses, these scalawags can virtually dance their way to
victory intheelections. Lamentably though, our poor masses
arenotonly gullibleandwillingsuckerstoauctiontheirvotes
tothem butatthe end of the day, they getnothing but pittance
fortheir precious ballots until six years later the charade of
buying votesisrepeated.



Itisnowonder the Philippineswill never improve inthe true sense of the world because everything isunder control by heartless
politicianswho shamelessly amassill-gotten wealth when they hold public officesand sprinkle ameasly portion of it during
the campaign butrecover their expenses with compounded interests once they are elected leaving the governmentbonedry,
financially. Thisisnotto mention of them taking advantage of our natural resourcesthe rights over themwhichthey sell without
qualmstogreedyalienswho unconscionably exploit our forestsand mineral resources like gold, manganese, copper, carbon,
oil,name itand they abscond everything that Mother Nature has graciously provided our beloved country.

Only the naive do not believe GMA will grab the speakership hands down. She will not runfor Congressifthe cardsare
notstacked in her favor. What isimportantishow her leadership inthe House will affect the nation, especially if that dreaded
unholyalliance withapresidentwho might succeed inbuying the presidency, culminates into the “New Version of Conjugal
Dictatorship,” thiscolumn foreseesas early asnow. Don’tsay I didn’twarnyou guys!



