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Joe Mari Mercader . . .

Master Stroke

NEW YORK, NY Feb. 24 (PinoyGlobal) - With his
rating perennially strapped toa5% low inthe latest survey
that saw Noynoy’s rating shoot up to 53% and Villar’s
plummet to 44%, administration presidential candidate
Gilbert “Gibo” Teodoro Jr. staged a master stroke in a
feeble attempt to boost his groveling ambition to out dis-
tance hisupbeatrivals’ candidacies.

He proposed that the late dictator Ferdinand Marcos Sr.
(FM)isgivenahero’sburial, ofall places, atthe Libingan
NgMangaBayani (cemetery of Philippine heroes). Albeit,
itisaslanderous blasphemy, which makeshimappeartobe
flirtingwith political disaster, itisneverthelessasubtle coup
toattractattentionto hisgasping presidential run. Anditdid
fornow he isspokenaboutwhere before hewasignoreda
presidential pigmy.

Inanationthatstill reels under the 20-iron-fisted years of
Marcos regime - burying FM at the Libingan for heroes
literally mocksat the innocent victims of martial lawwhose
bloodstill bubble intheirunmarked graves crying for justice.
Gibo’sideatherefore revives painful memories of human
rightsabusesthat were asflagrantand rampantasthey were
vicious. The campaign period isseethingtoaboiling point-
a suggestion like this though noble in purpose is highly
volatile and could wreak havoc to the already chaotic
political climate inthe country. The ideashould be acaveat.

Since Edsa Oneextirpated the one-manrule initiated by FM
in 1972 solely to glue himself in power, so many things
already passed under the bridge. Hisfamily isontrack to
regainitsplace underthesun. Of course, thisispossible with
overflowingill-gottenwealth. Many cronies of the late tyrant
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areflying high inthe business sector and politics. Thanksto
the public’sshortmemoryand neverending need for money.

Gibo’spolitical fate isnotreally at risk by championing this
taboo. Infactthe proposal is calculated tostirmayhemwithin
the contending Liberal and Nacionalista parties. Both could
crumble fromthe clashing principlesoftheirfollowers,onthe
issue. Members of both parties have manifested preferences
with some favoring to bury the president/soldier Marcosin
the cemetery of heroes. Others have vigorously registered
their defiance to such a contemptuous intention. Quite
frankly, there are still adherents of Marcos around the
countryasthereare legions hating himas well.

NacionalistaParty senatorial candidates Satur Ocampoand
LizaMazawhoare confirmed communists - declared their
irrepressible hostility to the proposal. The reason is that it
doesnotresonate with their fight for justice for the victims of
martial law.

Onthe other hand, Bongbong Marcos Jr., whois Villar’s
handpicked senatorial candidate, is gang ho for Gilbert’s
proposal, and the reason is quite evident, the hero to be
buried atthe Libingan Ng Manga Bayani ishis own father.

Conversely, Sen. Noynoy Aquino, whose mother Cory
yanked out Marcos’ despotic regime through people power,
andwhose father was brutally sentto eternity by the forces
ofevilatthe time, would never condone the idea of deifying
the late dictator. Noynoy’s reasons are valid and deep-
rooted.

Unabashedly, Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. (son of
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the late dictator), was beside himself with elation upon
hearing the news that his late father will be givenahero’s
recognitionintheshrine (Libingan Ng Manga Banyani) of
fallengreatpatriots.

Speaking for hismother and sisters Imee and Irene Marcos
Araneta, he said the family appreciates the gesture of Gibo.
Andwhoisthe sonwhowill notlavish gratitude to anyone,
be heapolitical foe, ifthe latter endeavorsto honor his father
despite the abomination of the nationthatexiled himinhis
dyingyearstoHonolulu?

Marcosand his family were only spared the lynching party
because of the timely intervention of the United States
government that whisked themto the summer paradise of
Hawaii.

Bongbongsaidthatatlong last his “great” father isrecog-
nizedasawar heroand president. He further exclaimedthat
“justice delayedisjustice denied but neverthelessthe wheels
of justice turned slowly butthey turned well.”

It’seasy for himto say that, after all he had the best of two
worlds: livinginawell of money and unchallenged power.
And if fate capriciously chooses to further aggravate our
sensibilitieshe mightyetfulfill hiscreepywish ofbecominghis
father’s heir one day. That of course, is not the sanguine
passion of decent citizens. Hope to God such nightmare is
only afigmentof his fantasy or hallucinating mind, not the
reality we most dread of another Marcos in power.

Bongbongof course, cannotempathize withthe humanrights
victimswho fell inthe dark of night, tortured, maimed and
killed by the murderous dogs of his late father. Until now the
victims’ cry for justice, has not been answered by the
governmentthat hasremained lackadaisical or even luke-
warm to their plight. To this day, it failed to mitigate the
searing pain thatthe barbarianswho brutalized themarestill
unpunished. Judgesand prosecutorsare conveniently inept
to pursue the cases for reasons only their dark conscience
wouldknow.

Former FirstLady, ImeldaMarcos herself, whoruled jointly
with her late husband inwhat isdisparagingly referredtoas
“Conjugal Dictatorship,” waselected to Congress after their
exile. She only desisted to seek reelection because she was
not poured the usual praises as people did to her during
martial lawwhen praising Meldific (Imelda’ssobriquet) was
worthwhile incontrasttodisappointing her,which invariably
jeopardized one’sownexistence.

Thesinnerbehindthe melodramathatthe Marcos’seuphori-
callyenjoy now s Fidel V.Ramos, whoelse? Isnotblood
thicker than water? As president Fidel brought them back
fromHonoluluin 1993: I know not for how many million
reasons. Since thenthey are enjoying life with their fabulous
wealth. Bongbong has since been the undefeated governor
and later congressman in his father’s bailiwick of llocos
Norte. Now, he isvying for the senate and might make it too.

I did not know that you can install air-condition in hell
because Marcos isnow resting inanair-conditioned family
mausoleum in Batac, llocos Norte. Fidel take abow.

Thisunconscionabledisplay of wealth isapoignantreminder
of how heartless the Marcoses are for it cost so much to
maintainacryptandanair-conditioned mausoleumwhenthe
nationissupineonitsback inpoverty and plagued withall
kinds of diseases with no money to buy medicines.

Theeffronteryaddsinsultto injury because our poor people
are unable toafford to have electricity in theiremblematic
bahay kubo or crypt-like shanties much less afford even
humble amenities like clean toilets and electric stoves.
Meanwhile, the late dictator isresting inacoolly insulate-
hole justto make sure that the luxury he was usedtoin life
ishisevenindeath.

Inany case, thisingenious but obscene proposal bolstered
Gibo’sreputationasthe brilliantand most qualified presi-
dential aspirantamong those galloping in the presidential
derby. His proposal, though out of tune for it robs the
nation’s fresh wounds that still holds rancor against the
Marcoses, is likely toalter the course if not the results of the
elections.

Inthe welter of this confusion Gibo haseverything togain.
The gesture could make or unmake him. Momentarily, ithas
perked up his lethargic candidacy to suchan extentthat he
iIsnow being spoken about.

His liability is that people say he is a GMA anointed
presidential aspirant. Thisdetraction caused hisambitionto
convulse visibly with its demise tailgating close behind. But
after brainstorming ontheslanderousblasphemy ofhonoring
Marcos at the Libingan Ng Manga Bayani, he literally
energized hisownambitionto life. Now heisalready very
visible, nay towering, in the radar screen as a potential
presidenttimber.



