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Let’s Put an End to Frivolous Candidacies

NEW YORK, NY May 31 (PinoyGlobal) - Should it be
comforting for constituents thatincumbent congressmen
andsenatorsare free to frivolously run for elective offices
without relinquishing their seats? Of course not! What
makes them special to deserve the extraordinary privilege
prejudicialtolocal officialswhohavetoforfeittheir positions
before running foranother office? This practice smacks of
unfairness!

Sen. Manny Villar isacase in point: after being overwhelm-
ingly repudiated by the peopleinthe lastelections, still he is
senator. This leaves a bad taste in the mouth. Merely
because other democraciessubscribe tothisunfair practice
must we also ape them?

Villarwentforthe highest office of the land and lost. He must
suffer the consequences of his defeatand observe common
decency by notaccepting other positionsatthe momentuntil
heisvindicated inasubsequentelection. Thewoundsof his
defeatarestill very fresh he must letthem heal first.

But despite the mishap of his presidential ran, he iseven
groomed by his cabal in the Upper House to go for the
Senate presidency when Congress convenes in June. If
silence isabarometer of his intentionthen clearly he will
make arunfor it: hisdemure facade isunconvincing. The
gaugetohismindisevidentin hisbrazenbravado of sending
signalsto Sen. President Enrile of the possibility of them
sharing the presidency of the incoming Senate. Thiswas
done before between the late Senator Rene Cayetano and
Senator Francis Drilon.

The outrageousexploitation of one’sedge canonly happen
because the system condones the abuse. And if we are to

believe Sen. Miriam Santiago, his (Villar) electionisafait
accompli because they have the numbers. I did notknow her
semantics needs vocabulary transfusion. By numbers she
actually means money that Villar can use to subvert the
principles of colleaguesto grab the coveted Senate presi-
dencyand notbecause he is indispensable for the position.
Infact, histrack record aserstwhile Senate President leaves
alottobedesired, integrity wise.

Letusexplore possibilities. For instance, what do you think
Villarwilldoonce heis Senate president? Surely, youdon’t
believe hewill beanarmchair general complacently folding
hisarmsand letthe Committee of the Whole that found him
guilty of palpable corruption recommend his prosecution.
Thatwould be unrealistic. Quite the contrary, he mightask
tohave hiscase reinvestigated, ifthatisstill possible, after he
packs the committee with colleagues loyal tohim. Andyou
will be surprised dear readers; they are cheaper by the dozen
inthe Senate.

In hindsight, Sen. Loren Legarda proved this possibility
shortly before becoming Villar’svice presidential candidate.
Sheshamelessly peddledaresolutionwhichacquitted Manny
of corruption before the Committee of the Whole evenmade
the decision based on evidence and testimonies of unim-
peachable witnesses. Need | draw a picture that our so-
called lawmakersare for sale, or for that matter almostevery
politicianback home hasatag price?

Itgoeswithoutsaying this practice thatimpairsthe principle
ofequal opportunities, persists. What happens if the senator
or congressman, who runs for president, vice president,
governor or mayor wins and his seat becomes vacant?
Needlesstosay, hisconstituentswill be leftwithoutsomeone

2009 PGON Joe Mari Mercader 01 04 09



taking care of their varied interests, in Congress. If I recall rightitwas the late Pres. Diosdado Macapagal Sr., who liberally
quotedinhisspeeches, the saying: “Taxation without representationistyranny.”

Toavoidthisunseemly episode repeating, incumbent candidates must firsttender their resignationsifthey aspire foranother
position. They cannot paddle ontwo canoes if they want to be consistent with the doctrine of equal opportunities. Letusdo
away withthisunfair practice sothatinthe future incumbentofficialsmustsearchtheir conscience instead of frivolously running
for office knowing he hasto forfeit his congressional seat. Thatwould level the battle ground.

If they opt to run then other candidates can aspire for the vacancies they leave behind thereby preventing avacuum in
Congress. Under no circumstance should the people be shortchanged by the absence of proper representation in the
lawmaking body because of the selfishambition of incumbents.

By resigning the candidate proves genuine concernfor his constituents. I hope thisargumentis notabstruse but lucid for those
alludedto.

Stillaboutelection, itseems the uproar regarding cheating is overkill. Imagine the losers accusing Smartmatic officials as
conspiringto deliberately commit frauds when thatwill be disastrous, analogously speaking, for their business. Whatwill the
firmgainwhenthey should beapolitical inthe foreign country they do business? | do notagree that there wasmassive cheating
inthe pollsby people who manipulated the PCOS machines. If rigging and fraud were committed they could nothave been
infullscale.

Automated machinesare newtous. Itistoo hi-tech foranybody to possibly learnall the intricaciesinvolved tomonkey around
withtheminsuchashorttime. More importantly, itcould nothave been soeasy to “cheat” in massive proportions, to boot,
forthatwould be giving our humble people too much creditto handle and change the cards with pre-programmed PCsand
computer chipsinthe millions. Thissimply staggers the imagination. Man power alone, notto mentiontime element, makes
the suspicionhardtobelieve. Butlosers cannever be appeased. Some doitto save face, others hope to destroy the credibility
of theautomated machinesto return to the manual countwhere cheating isnotonly possible butboldly done in public view.

Thelosing candidatesand their political parties instigating this supposed outrage fail to see that their scheme could boomerang
smack ontheir faces or candidacies, inthe near future. Their griping will really neverend.

Thatiswhywe must putan endto frivolous candidacies or erase the perennial black-eye on our electoral process. Remember,
astitchintime savesnine.



