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Who Can We Turn To?

NEW YORK, Sept. 15 (PinoyGlobal) - My late father,
whowasalegal luminary when the law professionwas a
respected institution and shysters, pettifoggers and
ambulance chaserswere unheard of, used totell me public
officials are honorable people and that the primary
function of governmentisto protectthecitizenry. | never
dreamed of the day when I will see my beloved father’s
doctrine shattered by a generation of scalawags with
official trappings. But tomy utter dismay that bitter day
has come, albeitto putthings intheir right perspective.

Frank Sinatra himself musthave foreseen where
the Philippin e government under Madam Arroyo was
going when he sang, “Who can I turn to when nobody
needs me?” The songcan very well be the supplication
of our neglected masses who have nobody to turn to
fortheir dire need for medicine, hospitalization, food and
financial woeswiththe national coffers scrapped from the
bottom by crooked officials.

This is precisely the country’s plight today
because public officials from the president down to
congressmen and members of the judiciary have

dismally failed in giving exemplary honesty to the nation.
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It is incumbent upon the president to set the luminous
example of integrity and competence in the high office
because what he doesthe lower echelons rubber stump his
actions into theirways. Toelucidate my point,a janitor
for instance will follow his boss’swicked ways not
his words. Thus corruption is exacerbated in the
government.

Thisishow itcame to passthatthe president’sill-
gotten billions emboldened her subordinates to do the
same resulting in the numerous scandals in GMA’s
governance like the Fertilizer Scandal, billion dollar gold
mind awarded by Trade Sec. Peter Favilato ZTE, the
multi-million double entry in the 2008 national budget,
which Sen. Lacson exposed as having beensmuggled
into the budget, to mentiona few.

Therearealotof more and one isright before our
eyes, which is the national broadband network
notoriously known as the ZTE deal rescinded last year
because of its foul smell that spread around the globe.
Imagine overpricing that deal by $139 million perking up
what originally cost $200 millionandturning itintothe

monstrosity itorbitedto. Mind you thisisonlythetip of
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the iceberg—thousands of similar deals passed under the
bridge since Pres. Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo became
president seven years ago. Is it surprising that she is
considered the most corrup tlady president in Asia?

It really does not take much to prove corruption.
Through the years | have been saying inpreviouscolumns
that if a man does not have afemale goat but has a baby
goat wheredid itcome from? You do not havetobea
geniustoknowwhere publicofficialswhosesalariesareonlyso
much could afford to live in mansions. They got it through
corruptionof course! Supreme Court Chief Justice Punosays;
checkthe lifestyle of governmentpeople. Hey that is a cinch.
Why not? Is it becausethereasonisquite obviousthatthisis
notdone?

With the scourge of corruption plaguing the country
would itnotbe appropriate to say that the Philippines is
notonly goingtothedogsbutisalreadydoggone! Even the last
bulwark of democracy, the judiciary, is infested with
“hoodlums in robes,” as Erap—the Pacquiaoin politics who
rose tobe president from being a school dropout, once
pointedly quipped.

Itseemseverybody inthe bowelsof bureaucracy and
congress isneck deepin corruption. What is unfolding in
the Philippines todayisa melodrama too good tobetrue for
our beleaguered Juan de la Cruz who has been hoping for
something likethistohappen.

Out of 23 justicesof the Court of Appeals, almost
adozen havebeeneitherreprimanded, suspendedordismissed
onthe recommendation of the investigating panelempowered
by the Supreme Courttoprobe the Meralco bribe scandal
case in which CA justices are allegedly involved in briberies,
negligence, indiscretion or inaction. Further itrecommended
CA Justice VicenteRoxas’ dismissal for taking““‘undue interest”

inthecaseandofcommittinggrave misconduct, dishonesty and

conduct prejudicial to thebestinterestoftheservice,according
totheinvestigatingpanel.

Our people are delighted but for how long. Is this
scenarioforreal orisitfictionthatbeforewerealizeeverythinghas
backslide to the old syndrome: discredited officials are back in
harness because political interestsalwaysweighmoreonthe
scaleofjusticethanwhatislegal. The punitiveactiontakenbythe
Supreme Court on the Court of Appeals justices was only for
cosmeticsnothingconcrete.

Incidentally, there are unverified wild rumors that
administration people are harassing the Court of Appeals,
because it is nottotally under the control of someone very
powerful who is more comfortable with the Supreme Court
(whatever that means).  Personally, I will not waste time
contemplatingonthisbecause SC ChiefJustice Punoisnobody’s
toyboy. Nosir. Infact, heistheanathemaofMalacanang’swiles
and insidiouspolitics.

On the flip side of the coin there is the news that the
Sandiganbayan hasconvicted two congressmen fromsixto
10 years for graft and corruption. The legal battlewillstill
continuebecausethese people havethewherewithaltospend
on lawyers to drag the case into another millennium. These
convictions took placeaftersixteenyearsoflegal skirmishesin
court. Heavenknowshowlongwillthiscontinueaftertheypostbail
andrewindthefight.

The representatives are from Mindoro Oriental —
Rodolfo VValenciaand AlfonsoUmali Jr. whowere found guilty
under the Anti-Graft and Corrupt Practices Act by the
Sandiganbayan  for misusing provincial government funds
amounting toP2.5millionin1994. Asusual their defense
is that they were the shortest men in the totem pole:
Valenciasayshewasonly theadministrative officerand just
followed the order of the provincial board and the

governor. Umali has his own excuses as most inmates in



Muntinglupa have. Unfortunately, their cases already
broke the benefit of the doubt when they were convicted.

Theymayhavevalidreasonsofunwittingly committing
the crimes attributed to them. The bottom line however is
that besmirched officials have assumed an epidemic
proportion in public office because the electorate keeps
electingthem. Enriching oneself inthe service of Juande
laCruz is thein-thinganditseemsthey went for it head
long. Money is aphrodisiac to perverts apart from
opening doors for great opportunities besides
appending the badge of honor toone’s name once he

is elected with money stolen fromthe people.

This reverts us to the electorate in whose hands
restthe authority ofthose whowill govern. Unlessthey value
theirright of suffrage and use itto elect qualified and honest
people during elections the nation will never extricate
itself from the rotten officials we have and leap out of the
quagmireof corruption.

Forthose who cannotgetacopy of Filipino Times
since it is devoured by the reading public once it is
dropped in our outlets, go to your internet at

www.filamimage.com. All my columnsare there. #




